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‘a convenient shorthand for a general crisis in something that 
“we” must just as helplessly call “humanism”’ (Badmington 
2000, p2).  

Posthumanism  



the ‘break with the past’ of the Renaissance, the ‘return to the source’ of ancient Greek 
culture, as well as the ‘unbroken continuity with the present’ of modernism (Davies 
1997, p103)  

Davies, T. 1997. Humanism. London: Routledge 

We might call this the myth of essential and universal Man: essential, because humanity 
– human-ness – is the inseparable and central essence, the defining quality, of human 
beings; universal, because that essential humanity is shared by all human beings, of 
whatever time or place. (Davies 1997, p24) 



• Essentialism 
• Universalism 
• Autonomy 



education as ‘the dutiful child of the Enlightenment’ (Usher & Edwards, 1994, p. 24) 

Kant and reason 
Rousseau and post-Enlightenment Romanticism 
20th C: Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and Rogers’s ‘actualising tendency’ 

Humanism and Education 

human beings as ‘both the instrument and the end product of education’ (Pedersen, 
2010, p. 241) 



Critical posthumanism  

Hayles, N. K. (1999). How We Became Posthuman: Virtual bodies in cybernetics, 
literature, and informatics. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 
 
Badmington, N. (2000). Posthumanism. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
 
Braidotti, R. (2013). The Posthuman. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

… as distinct from ‘transhumanism’  - see Miah, A. (2008). A Critical History of 
Posthumanism. In B. Gordijn & R. Chadwick (Eds.), Medical Enhancements & 
Posthumanity (pp. 71–94) 



posthumanism is 'the historical moment that marks the end of the opposition 
between Humanism and anti-humanism' (Braidotti 2013, p37) 

'delusion of grandeur in positing ourselves as the moral guardian of the world 
and as the motor of human evolution' (Braidotti 2013, p25 my emphasis) 



• Essentialism: there is a core ‘humanness’ which is 
brought out through education. 

• Universalism: a global desire for education, 
specifically from elite western institutions 

• Autonomy: self-direction as the ultimate educational 
aim, a realisation and discovery of an ‘inner self’ 
through education. 

MOOCs 





Chronicle of Higher Education 
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/moocs-are-still-rising-at-least-in-numbers/57527 





-> corporate world 
 -> space 
  -> algorithms 



‘We aim to empower people with education that will improve their lives, the lives of their 
families, and the communities they live in’ (Coursera)  
 

‘[r]evolutions are made in the name not of “you or me”, but of “humanity” (Davies 
1997, p124)  
 







‘a hastily 
reconstructed sense 
of the pan-human 
bond induced by 
globalisation’ 
(Braidotti 2013, p42)  



transforming ‘Europe’ from ‘a concrete geo-political 
location, and a specifically grounded history, into an 
abstract concept and normative ideal that can be 
implemented across space and time’ (Braidotti 2011, 
p210)  





space 







HarvardX Insights: http://harvardx.harvard.edu/harvardx-insights 



Perna, L. et al., 2013. The Life Cycle of a Million MOOC Users. In MOOC Research Initiative Conference. 



Breslow, L. et al., 2013. Studying Learning in the Worldwide Classroom: Research into edX’s First MOOC. 
Research and Practice in Assessment, 8(2), pp.13–25 





Connectivism and Connective Knowledge 2008 





[i]nstead of an 
infrastructure of social 
networks and knots, 
everything is in movement. 
Relations of presence and 
absence are being 
dynamically reconfigured 
(Callon and Law 2004, p7) 



http://edinspace.weebly.com/ 



https://vimeo.com/48102494
https://vimeo.com/48042206
https://vimeo.com/48038904


Manifesto for teaching online 2015: https://onlineteachingmanifesto.wordpress.com/the-text/ 







algorithmic cultures 



• Content 
• Interaction and communication 
• Assessment 
• Learning? 



…quantifying participant behaviours, categorising students into groups 
 
profiling: 
• age 
• gender 
• nationality 
• educational background 
• occupation 
• mother tongue 
• motivations for enrolling 
 
different categorisations of MOOC participation: 
• experienced and novice participants (Waite et al. 2013) 
• ‘certified’, ‘only explored’, ‘only viewed’ and ‘only registered’ (Ho et al. 2014) 
• ‘active’ and ‘passive’ participation’, and ‘lurking’ (Milligan et al. 2013) 

Milligan, C., Littlejohn, A. & Margaryan, A., 2013. Patterns of Engagement in Connectivist MOOCs. Journal of Online Learning and Teaching, 9(2), 
pp.149–159. Available at: http://jolt.merlot.org/vol9no2/milligan_0613.htm. 
 
Waite, M. et al., 2013. Liminal Participants and Skilled Orienteers: Learner Participation in a MOOC for New Lecturers. Journal of Online Learning and 
Teaching, 9(2). Available at: http://jolt.merlot.org/vol9no2/waite_0613.htm. 

http://jolt.merlot.org/vol9no2/milligan_0613.htm




DATA 

data colonialism (Knox 2015, 2016) 

Knox, J. (forthcoming 2016). Posthumanism and the MOOC: Contaminating the Subject of Global Education. Routledge 
Knox, J. (forthcoming 2015) What’s the matter with MOOCs? Sociomaterial methodologies for educational research.  
In H. Snee, C. Hine, Y. Morey, S. Roberts, H. Watson (Eds.) Digital Methods for Social Science. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 



#edcmooc 

E-learning and Digital Cultures 



Knox, J. 2016. Critical Education and Digital Cultures. Springer Encyclopaedia of 
Educational Theory and Philosophy. Springer 

how digital technologies in education are 
valued, imagined and represented 

digital cultures 



Hamilton, E.C. & Friesen, N., 2013. Online Education: A Science and Technology Studies Perspective. 
Canadian Journal of Learning and Technology, 39(2). Available at: 
http://cjlt.csj.ualberta.ca/index.php/cjlt/article/view/689/363 

Does technology improve education, or not? 









a locality that always 
includes an uncanny 
confrontation with its 
repressed excess: the 
monstrous contaminant that 
undermines notions of 
public/private dichotomy 
(Lewis and Kahn 2010, p13) 



900,000 registered 
on the 16 Edinburgh 
MOOCs 

32,868 studying 
at the University 
of Edinburgh  
 



Knox, J. (forthcoming 2016). 
Posthumanism and the MOOC: 
Contaminating the Subject of Global 
Education. Routledge 
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