Debates in Informal Caregiving Workshop

Thursday 22 November,

Location: Institute for Advanced Studies, Lancaster University

Introduction
While there has been much research on caregiving in the past 10 years, there still remain many contentious debates within family caregiving research in both social studies literature and in policy research regarding theory and praxis. The issue of promoting the use of cash to enable service users to purchase their own social care remains an area of significant debate as reflected in last years ESRC Cash and Care seminar (25 September 2006). According to Glendinning and Kemp (2006), with regard to caregiving there are many unresolved issues and tensions for welfare states in the future, such as the costs of caring for a disabled child, ageing and care, and care recipients with a disability wanting to live independently.
This workshop will move the contentious payments for care debate forward and will broaden the scope of enquiry by discussing both long-standing issues and addressing newer questions in care research. Newer issues such as the ways in which people embody the role of ‘carer’ and how their identities influence and mark out or subvert and conceal other markers of social difference such as ethnicity (Illife & Manthorpe 2004) and disability (Thomas, 2007) have become complex and challenging areas of study. It is also clear that issues such as gender, in terms of balancing work and care (Gatrell, 2007, McKie et al., 2002), and ageing and care (Arksey et al., 2005) still remain sensitive and as relevant today as ever. 

In particular, care has met some resistance from the disability rights literature, arguing that “constructing the category carer and developing policies in respect of this group has neither enabled disabled people to become independent nor freed other family members from their ‘caring’ duties” (Oliver & Barnes, 1998). This issue has since remained contentious, and hence there is a need to gather a group of colleagues who are active in caregiving and disability research and who grapple with this issue. Carol Thomas, after her recent publication, Sociologies of Disability and Illness (Thomas 2007) will discuss this care/dependency clash and Hannah Morgan and Simon Unsworth will propose an ethic of care incorporating the idea of supporting positive relationships between carers and disabled people.

This interdisciplinary workshop will thus promote a set of conversations which bring the following debates into connection. The keynote and position papers will discuss and reflect upon a range of issues – empirical and theoretical – including the following:
· Policy intersections in care policy
· Ageing and caring across the lifecycle

· The Paid/un-paid dichotomy and direct payments

· Challenging notions of care: Disability issues & the care/dependency clash 

· Embodying Care: gender and the maternal body

It will bring together an inter-disciplinary group of colleagues across the UK who are active in caregiving and disability research and are grappling with these debates. It will offer an environment where participants can take part in an exchange of information over how their skills and interests can be used collaboratively.

Layout of the Workshop

Part 1: Keynote Presentations

This part of the day includes a keynote lecture by Professor Caroline Glendinning, Social Policy Research Unit at the University of York. Professor Glendinning is a leading researcher in family caregiver literature, with interests in long-term care funding and services, social gerontology, welfare governance and public service reform. In particular, she has had a long-term interest in the cash and care debate regarding direct payments and policy challenges in the welfare state. Her paper is entitled: Informal Care: Policy Intersections and Crossroads
This will be followed by a presentation from Imelda Redmond, CEO of Carers UK, the national caregiver support agency. Imelda Redmond has spoke alongside several ministers, shadow ministers and MPs at political party conferences, urging them to recognise the role carers play in society and improve support for carers. Her talk will focus on contemporary on-the-ground issues which face carers currently in the UK.

Part 2: Position Papers

This part of the program involves five papers from colleagues across faculties and institutes at Lancaster University and across the UK who are active in caregiving and disability research and who grapple with these debates. It has encouraged a diversity of styles and topics including theoretical reflection and empirical work, and across a range of backgrounds from anthropology, health research, management studies, sociology and social policy research:   

Part 3 Discussion

Christine Milligan will be appointed to lead a discussion on the main themes of the Workshop. The guiding theme will be the linking of theory & praxis. Participants will be able to discuss topics addressed by the speakers and engage with the debates mentioned above.

Timetable:

09.30 – 10.00  Coffee

10.00 – 11.00  Keynote Lecture

11.00 – 11.15  Coffee

11.30 – 12.15  Talk from Carers UK representative

12.15 – 13.15  Session 1 (2 Papers)

13.15 – 14.00  Lunch

14.00 – 15.30  Session 2 (3 Papers)

15.30 – 16.00  Wrap Up Discussion 

16.00 – 17.00  Plenary Session

Registration

Places for this event are limited and will be allocated strictly on a first come, first served basis.

The cost of the workshop is:

£30 for full-time academic staff/ outside university participants 

£15 for post-graduate students. 

The closing registration date is 31st October 2007. There is a late reply rate of £50 (after this date)

Accommodation and the evening meal can also be organised through the booking form but are not included in the above rates.

