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What is the English
language like?

Why is it like that?

What do we need to know
in order to study it?

‘This volume proves that it is still possible to make

a difference in a world flooded by introductory
textbooks - giving the English language in all its
fascinating richness centre stage!’

Professor Bernd Kortmann, Department of English, University of Freiburg, Germany
This wide ranging and research-led introductory textbook not only presents the English

language from multiple perspectives, but provides the reader with the necessary
grounding in linguistics to investigate it for themselves.

KEY FEATURES:

* Each chapter includes ‘Advances’ boxes, designed to give readers a sense of
controversies, debates and further research in the area, and ‘Illustrations’ boxes,
which contain extended and additional examples to facilitate learning.

* Covers both traditional topics and topics that have more recently come to
prominence, notably concerning language use in context.

* A research-led approach, making the latest developments in the field highly
accessible for an undergraduate audience.

* Written by a team of experts in diverse fields from the prestigious Lancaster
University linguistics department in the UK.
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