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Lancaster University Three Day Course 

on 

Research Ethics and the Media

17th – 19th March 2008.
Held in meeting rooms 2 & 3 in the 

Institute for Advanced Studies, Lancaster University
The traditional mass media, and the increasing use of electronic and information technology, all raise issues for the ethical conduct of research.  At the same time there is pressure on researchers to ensure that their findings have an impact beyond their own academic or professional community. This event will explore the ethical issues around using the media as a research tool and engaging with the media to disseminate research.  The first day will be led by an experienced journalist and expert in media ethics. On Day 2 three researchers will focus on research ethics through examples of research using art, newspapers, the internet and e-mail. The final day takes a practical look at the opportunities and perils of disseminating research.  A subsequent ‘advanced’ workshop, later in the programme will be for those with greater experience and working knowledge of the field.
Convenor: Dr Mairi Levitt, Department of Philosophy, University of Lancaster

Day 1: 

10.30 -11.00:  Registration, coffee, opening remarks [Christine Milligan]
11.00 – 13.00:  The first day is led by Professor Chris Frost : Head of Journalism at Liverpool John Moores University
Session 1:  Media ethics and human rights

Opening session on media ethics and the general problems with media as opposed to individual communication.

(Chair: Mairi Levitt)
 13.00 – 14.00:  Lunch

14.00 – 15.30:  Session 2: Media ethics the professional issues and the difficulties of researching them

(Chair: Christine Milligan)
15.30 – 16.00:  Tea/coffee

16.00- 17.30:  Session 3:  Researching ethics – the regulatory bodies, working with complaint data and the ethics of media research methods

(Chair: Christine Milligan)
18.00:  onwards – Evening meal (optional) 

Day 2

9.30 – 11.00:  Session 4:  Ethical and legal issues raised by the media's coverage of images of naked children and child pornography:  Dr Suzanne Ost  
(Chair: Hazel Biggs)
First we will discuss the way that images of naked children in art gallery exhibitions have become sexualised in our endeavours to protect children from the gaze of the paedophile. We will examine newspaper coverage of photographs by Tierney Gearon exhibited in the Saatchi Gallery in 2001 and more recently, of the controversial photograph entitled ‘Klara and Edda Belly Dancing’ by Nan Goldin exhibited at the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in 2007. We will assess whether we are forcing our adult anxieties upon children and may be negatively affecting children's perceptions of their bodies. Do such images exploit children or is it in fact society’s reaction to them that causes the real exploitation?

 
11.00 – 11.30:  Tea/coffee break

(Chair: Hazel Biggs)
Our other area of focus will be the media's presentation of child pornography. Has there been a moral panic about child pornography due to media coverage? We will consider whether there is evidence to suggest that there has been a disproportionate response to the phenomenon. It is also important to consider whether the sensitive nature of the problem, particularly the fact that child pornography can involve the sexual abuse of a child, means that it is in fact unethical to raise a moral panic argument.
13.00 – 14.00:  Lunch

14.00- 15.30:  Session 5: Methodological and ethical problems : Using the internet for research: Dr Anne Grinyer
Chair: Nayanika Mookherjee
This session focuses on ethical issues relating to the use of internet based material for research purposes.  The question of whether material in the public domain is a legitimate resource is addressed with a view to generating an ethically sensitive approach to the variety of electronic source material potentially available to the researcher.

15.30 – 16.00:  Tea/coffee break
16.00 – 17.30: Vulnerable participants / sensitive issues and using Computer Mediated Communication (CMC) : Dr Fiona O’Neill
Chair: Nayanika Mookherjee
E-technologies provide a broad and burgeoning range of possibilities for the social researcher. Within this CMC provides a variety of qualitative research approaches. This seminar gives a brief introduction to some of these. We will then consider what constitutes 'vulnerability' and 'sensitivity' and how a simple method of CMC might aid research with such participants and issues; assessing the pros and cons. Then through a socio-medical case study of data from 'non-synchronous email conversations' we will examine the practical and ethical issues raised by this method.


18.00 onwards – Drinks and informal discussion in campus bar

Day 3
    
9.30 – 11.00:  Session 6: Disseminating research findings through the media – tba  
(Chair Mairi Levitt)

11.00 – 11.30:  Tea/coffee break
11.30 – 13.00:  Engaging with the media and influencing policy: Catherine Joynson  Press Officer : Nuffield Council on Bioethics  
(Chair Mairi Levitt)
13.00 – 13.30:  Evaluation and closing remarks 

Key reading:  

Scott Susie. 2004: Researching Shyness: A contradiction in terms? Qualitative Research 4 [1] 91-105. London, SAGE. (as handout for Fiona  O’Neill’s session). session)
Frost, C (2007) Journalism Ethics and Self Regulation (2nd Edtn) Harlow: Pearson.
 

The Training Team
Hazel Biggs 
is Professor of Medical Law at Lancaster University. Previously she was Director of Medical Law at the University of Kent. She has also recently held posts as Chair of the Metropolitan Multi-centre Research Ethics Committee and East Kent Local Research Ethics Committee. She is an editor of Medical Law Review and Research Ethics Review. The focus of her research is Medical Law and Ethics with the main emphasis being end of life decision-making, human reproduction and clinical research and she has published widely in these areas
Chris Frost 
is the Head of Journalism at Liverpool John Moores University. He has considerable experience in the field of media ethics and regulation having served on the UK Press Council and as a long-term member of the National Union of Journalists. He served on the National Executive Council for many years and was NUJ President in 1992. He chairs the Union’s Ethics Council which debates journalism ethics and has a role in educating NUJ members. He has given evidence to the UK House of Commons select committee on press regulation on several occasions. He is chair of the Association for journalism Education, which represents most schools of journalism in UK and Ireland HE institutions. He is a member of the Higher Education Funding Council’s Research Assessment Exercise sub panel 66 and is also an international panelist on the Australian Research Quality Framework. He has published widely and regularly speaks at international conferences. Recent visits include Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, China, Portugal, Singapore, South Africa and Turkey. He is currently writing a new book on the newspaper industry for publication in September 2009 and a chapter on Media law for a book on the media for publication in 2008. He has refereed academic papers on the themes of ethics and regulation and Journalism education. His most recent book is Frost, C (2007) Journalism Ethics and Self Regulation (2nd Edtn) Harlow: Pearson. 
A sample of other relevant publications: 

Frost, C (2006) Local Ethics in Franklin, R (ed) Local Journalism London: Routledge  P270-279  ISBN: 0415379539

Frost, C (2006) Press Complaints Commission: Ten years of self-regulation in Keeble, R (ed) Communication Ethics Today London: Troubador P28-46;  ISBN: 1905237685  

Frost, C (2005) Design for Print Media in Keeble, R (ed) Print Journalism: A Critical Introduction London: Routledge ISBN: 0415358817

Frost, C (2003) Designing for Newspapers and Magazines London: Routledge ISBN: 0415290279

Frost, C (2001) Reporting for Journalists London: Routledge ISBN: 0415290279

Frost, C (2000) Media Ethics and Self-Regulation Harlow: Longman ISBN: 0582306051

Anne Grinyer 
is a medical sociologist and Senior Lecturer in the Institute for Health Research at Lancaster University. Her research over the last 7 years has focused on the life stage effects of cancer in young adulthood and has resulted in a number of publications including two books. As well as working in an ethically sensitive field, Anne has a theoretical interest in the ethics of research and has published a number of papers on this topic, she also teaches qualitative research methods and research design at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. She is Chair of the FASS Committee on Ethics in Research and also sits on the University’s Ethics Committee
Catherine Joynson
manages the Nuffield Council on Bioethics' external affairs activities with the aim of raising awareness and promoting discussion of the Council's work. This includes placing stories in the media and dealing with inquiries from journalists. Prior to this she held several science communication roles, for example at the Institute of Biology and for a medical marketing agency.

The Nuffield Council on Bioethics is an independent body that examines ethical issues raised by new developments in biology and medicine. Topics covered by the Council include the treatment of premature babies, the forensic use of DNA, and animal research.
Christine Milligan
is Reader in the Institute of Health Research at Lancaster University. A health geographer, her research interests are focused around the interrelationship between people and places around issues of voluntarism and social welfare, informal care giving and older people, mental health and therapeutic landscapes. She also has an interest in ethics in research and was instrumental in developing the Faculty for Arts and Social Sciences Committee on Ethics in Research and a web based ethics resource for use across the university.
Nayanika Mookherjee   
is Lecturer in the Department of Sociology at Lancaster University and as the Ethics Officer of the ASA (Association of Social Anthropologists of the UK and Commonwealth http://www.theasa.org/) she facilitates a blog - the ASA Globalog (http://blog.theasa.org/ ) to discuss ethical issues. A social anthropologist, with interests in sexual violence during wars; transnational adoption and children and public anthropology (concerning anthropology of politics, state, memory, health and human rights), she has also worked with the Westminister Domestic Violence Forum. As a result, she has extensive experience in conducting ethnographic research and facilitating ethnographic training, particularly concerning sensitive issues relating to war, trauma and violence.
Dr Fiona K. O’Neill 
is a problem based learning tutor in the Centre for Medical Education, Lancaster and a visiting tutor at the University of Wales working with trainee probation officers. Presently, she is developing her doctoral research; her research interests include: transdisciplinary approaches to appreciating bodied and embodied experiences of intimate human-technology relations (somatechnics); social, moral and political interests of future generations and the mentally different; research tools and research ethics for use with vulnerable participants and sensitive issues. She is a member of the North West Research Ethics Committee and affiliated to Cesagen, Lancaster. 

Suzanne Ost 
is a senior lecturer in law at Lancaster University. She has published in the areas of child pornography, child sexual grooming, euthanasia and the Nazi ‘euthanasia’ programme. She is currently writing a book entitled Child Pornography and Sexual Grooming: Legal and Societal Responses
Carole Truman
is Professor of Health and Community Studies in the Department of Health and Social Studies at the University of Bolton. Her research interests include participatory research methodologies, community-based health and welfare initiatives, evaluation, issues involving gay and lesbian communities and gender and equal opportunities. The theme that unifies her work is an interest in the social relationships within social research processes, for example, how can members of communities be involved in research processes and on what terms?  She is a member of the Research Advisory Group for Turning Point’s Centre of Excellence in Connected Care and a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Voluntary Sector Research
