Editors

Grace Bota is a PhD student at the Department of Linguistics and English Language,
Lancaster University. She was the Abstracts Coordinator for the 4% LEAL PG
conference, 2009. Grace is interested in Gender and Language, Critical Discourse
Analysis and Sociolinguistics. Her current research is on gender, language and
identity construction by Ghanaians in the UK Diaspora. For future research, she
plans to work on Ghanaian media discourses on domestic violence and sexual
assault.

Helen Hargreaves is carrying out doctoral research in stylistics at Lancaster
University. Her thesis research investigates the analysis of viewpoint presentation in
prose fiction, and focuses more specifically on how existing taxonomies of viewpoint
can account for more complex instances of viewpoint presentation. Her work
involves in-depth analyses of extracts from John Le Carré's A Perfect Spy.

Chia-Chun, Lai is currently carrying out her doctoral study in interlanguage
pragmatics at Lancaster University. Her thesis study investigates the development of
Taiwanese learners’ pragmatic competence in a studying abroad context. Other
research interests include cross-cultural pragmatics, intercultrual communication,
and language acquisition.

Rong, Rong is carrying out doctoral research in stylistics in literature and films at
the Linguistics Department of Lancaster University. She was the Chair of the 4%
LEAL PG conference, 2009. Rong’s thesis research investigates flashbacks and other
types of flash-presentations in novels and films, with special reference to John le
Carré’s novel The Constant Gardener (2001), and the film of the same name (2005). Her
other current research interests include stylistic analysis of multimodal texts,
narratology and film studies.



Contributors

Steve Disney is a lecturer and programme leader for the English Language and
Linguistics degree at University College Plymouth Marjon. His interests include, but
are not limited to, Construction Grammar, Historical and Social Linguistics and
Applied Linguistics. He spent a number of happy years teaching English out of the
UK and returned to take an MA in Modern English Language at UCL and later a
PhD at Lancaster University. His PhD thesis was a usage based study of some
evidential expressions in English, with an application to a language specific semantic
maps of universal conceptual space. He likes photography and sailing, but not at the
same time.

Francesca Gallina is a Research Fellow at the University for Foreigners of Siena. She
completed her PhD in February 2009 with a dissertation on the development of the
lexical competence of learners of Italian as a L2. Her main interest areas are:
vocabulary acquisition, educational linguistics, language contact.

Elizabeth M.C. Guerin teaches English at the Faculty of Educational Sciences at the
University of Florence, Italy. Her research interests include assessment and policy,
especially in relation to the Common European Framework of Reference (CEF(R),
Teacher Professional Development, and technology-enhanced language learning.
She is a member of the European Association of Language Testing and Assessment
(EALTA www.ealta.eu.org).

Ralph Guth studied political science in Vienna and is now a first year PhD Student
here in Lancaster with the Department of Politics. During his studies he
concentrated on Critical Realism, State Theory, and Critical Discourse Analysis. In
his PhD-thesis he is working on the ‘Cultural Political Economy” approach, changing
cultures of competitiveness, and Southeast Asia with special focus on Thailand.

Chihiro Inoue is interested in the fields of language testing and second
language acquisition. Her interests led to obtaining BA in Linguistics and
MA in Language Testing at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies as well as
2-year experience of teaching English at a senior high school in Japan.
She is now carrying out a PhD research on the parallelness of spoken
narrative tasks at Lancaster University, UK.


http://www.ealta.eu.org/

Eleanor Ka-Po Kwan is currently a second year PhD student in Applied Linguistics
at Lancaster University and has been working as a language tutor at the tertiary level
in Hong Kong. Her research interest is academic literacy and writer identity
negotiation of university students.

Sebastian Muth is a lecturer at the Chair of Modern English Linguistics at
Greifswald University (Germany). He holds a Magister Artium (M.A.) in
English/American Studies and Political Science. He teaches a variety of courses such
as language and politics, discourse analysis, and sociolinguistics and is currently
working on his PhD about the linguistic landscapes of Chisinau and Vilnius. His
main research interests are linguistic landscapes, social semiotics, sociolinguistics
and the connection between language and politics.

Maryam Paknahad Jabarooty is a PhD student in Lancaster University and a
research fellow in Orebro University. Her research interests include language,
gender, cyberspace and Feminist Poststructuralist Discourse Analysis. She is also a
member of IGALA (International Gender and Language Association) Executive
Board from 2008. She is currently researching on gender construction in Iranian
online society using the approach of Feminist Post-structuralist Discourse Analysis
(FPDA). She has been a member of Gender and Language (GaL) research group in
Lancaster University since 2007 and acts as its Web Weaver from 2009.

Irene Pascual Pefia obtained the degree in English Language and Literature in 2006.
She is currently investigating to do her Ph.D in the Universidad Auténoma de
Madrid in English Linguistics, specifically in the field of CLIL (Content and
Language Integrated Learning). She has been teaching English for two years at
University of La Salle, Madrid.

Chit Cheung Matthew Sung is working towards a PhD in the Department of
Linguistics and English Language at Lancaster University, UK. He received a BA
(Hons) in English and a Master of Philosophy in English from the University of
Hong Kong. He also holds an MA in Applied Linguistics. His research interests
include world Englishes, language education, sociolinguistics, and gender and
language.



Ayako Tominari is a PhD student in the Department of Linguistics and English
Language at Lancaster University. Her PhD research looks atheroism and
masculinity in the newspaper coverage of baseball in Japan. She holds a BA in
Language and Area Studies from Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and an MA in
Education and Women's Studies from Lancaster University. Her research interests
include Critical Discourse Analysis, language and gender, and Cognitive
Linguistics.

Amaya Vazquez Diaz works at the Department of Foreign Languages at Lasalle
Centro Universitario, ascribed to the Autonomous University of Madrid (Spain). Her
research interest includes applied linguistics, Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) and second language acquisition.

Frederik Wolf is a graduate student at Greifswald University (Germany). Currently
he is working on his Master Thesis in Political Science about normative theories of
secession, focussing on the Republic of Moldova. His main research interests are
political theory, language and politics, history of ideas and legal philosophy.
Together with Sebastian Muth he has been on numerous field study trips to
Moldova.



