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	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Joy 
	Surname  :
	Zhang 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	LSE   

	Title:
	The philosophical source of Chinese social relations: a comparison among Confucianism, Aristotelianism and Stoicism 


Abstract
Social scientists have long been interested in a seemingly paradoxical phenomenon of Chinese social relations: whilst many have stereotyped Chinese society as being hierarchical and conformist in nature (Fei, 1948[1992]; Liang, 1949[2005]), others have argued that Chinese social bonds maintain strong currents of individualism and decentralization. Many social scientists have felt difficulties in theorising of the contradiction in Chinese social relations. This paper proposes that the key in understanding conflicting features of Chinese social relations is to comprehend their philosophical source. It argues that far from being contradictory, this hierarchical/decentralizing mode of social association is in fact a display of consistency of the Confucian ideal of the self and other.
In analyzing the philosophical influences on Chinese societal relations, this paper does not confine itself to comparing only Confucianism and Aristotelianism, which many have done. While fruitful, such a comparison fails to explain why and how Confucianism has helped to foster Chinese social relations. The contrasts between Confucianism and Aristotelianism, as many researchers have well displayed, is better at demonstrating how Chinese society is not like the West than at investigating how the Chinese society came to its appearance today. Thus, this paper breaks new ground by employing an additional comparison between early Stoicism and Confucianism, which, as the paper’s finding suggests, shared great similarities in their ideals of social structure. This alternative approach of featuring the resemblance of early Stoicism and Confucianism will provide insights into the core values of Chinese society. By comparing Confucian, Aristotelian and Stoic perceptions of self value, moral concern for others, and management of social bonds, this paper will mainly focus on three questions: 1) What is the Chinese perception of self value; 2) How do Chinese situate one’s interests in relation to others?; 3) How does Chinese society maintain such interests-related bonds? 
This paper decodes the paradoxical phenomenon in Chinese social relations by unraveling the underlying philosophies. It draws on two sets of comparisons to facilitate the comprehension of how Confucianism’s concept of the self and the other have shaped current Chinese social relations. The aim of this paper is to highlight the consistency of Chinese social structures within its embedded philosophy. This paper argues that a full understanding of the balance between self-and-other interests can only be achieved by taking due account of its philosophical sources, which is a prerequisite in rightly deciphering the consequent social implications.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	2 

	First name :
	Anna 
	Surname  :
	Webster 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University

	Title:
	'New Times' and New Labour 


Abstract
When New Labour came to power in 1997 it was represented as a break from the past, distinctively different from both old Labour and the Conservative government that had been in power for the previous eighteen years. ‘The term ‘new’…occurred some thirty seven times in Blair’s speech to the 1994 Labour Party conference and a further 104 times in the Road to Manifesto document.’ (Labour Party, 1996a in Hay 1999:3)

One of the key arguments for the need for the Labour party to change has been that society has changed fundamentally and that we are witnessing ‘new times’.

In my paper I will firstly identify some of these ‘new times’ arguments highlighting the way in which they have advocated the need, within a changed world, to move beyond dualities of left versus right. I will then suggest some ways in which ‘new times’ arguments can be identified as having been influential on New Labour rhetoric.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Tse-hui 
	Surname  :
	Teh 

	Department:
	Civil Environmental Geomatic Engineering
	University :
	University College London  

	Title:
	Water-cycle Infrastructure and its Influence on Urban Form in London 


Abstract
Infrastructure is the framework of resources on which the development of a settlement depends. There is one infrastructure that no permanent settlement can exist without, the provision of drinking-water. This infrastructure has a direct influence over the location of settlements and access to it, an influence over urban form. This relationship has been obscured since the nineteenth century by modernisation projects to provide universal service. The writings of Latour are used to undermine this technocratic bias.
Today, drinking-water infrastructure is under threat due to climate change. This infrastructure will need to be adapted to increase the resilience of settlements to climate change. An examination of the influence of water infrastructures on pre-modern urban form can be used to recognise the resources that a new water-cycle infrastructure might provide.
Three sites in London provide conditions that are offered as case studies to compare the effects of different scales of water-cycle infrastructure. The abbey shows how an organised collective can enlarge the uses of water to extract greater benefits. The standpipe presents how limited supply confines opportunities of development. The open stream demonstrates opportunistic land uses and multiple uses of the same resource. These three conditions demonstrate how water-cycle infrastructures have influenced the urban forms of settlement.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Ozge 
	Surname  :
	Yaka Kucukarslan 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University     

	Title:
	How to Criticize Neoliberalism? 


Abstract
Neoliberalism, which is based on full scale liberalization in terms of trade and capital market and elimination of all the mechanisms which interferes the functioning of the free-market and prevents the full realization of market rationality, has been maintaining its hegemony throughout the world in different forms. It is now clear that neoliberal hegemony has brought suffering, especially to developing countries, in economic (poverty, inequality, insecurity and instability), political (successive crises, social unrest, military interventions) and moral (degeneration of moral values such as solidarity by neoliberal imposition of individualism) senses.
Given the cost, a critical approach towards neoliberalism began to elevate its voice in last decade. From anti-globalization protests to the left-wing governments in Latin America a search for an alternative (against the neoliberal motto of “There Is No Alternative”) become visible. 
The object of this paper is to analyse alternative approaches against neoliberalism in Turkish case, in terms of their main arguments of criticism and to explore the possibilities of establishing a strong criticism of neoliberalism using theoretical tools provided by moral economy and radical political economy and questioning the fundamental axioms of neoliberal thought.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	2 

	First name :
	Andrew 
	Surname  :
	Divers 

	Department:
	Sociology  
	University :
	Lancaster University  

	Title:
	What is the current state of research into genetics and crime?


Abstract
The applications of genetic science in criminal contexts have increased considerably in recent years, and the promissory power of ‘behavioural genetics’, along with the continual growth of the National DNA Database suggests that this is set to continue. However, while much has been written about the positive effects that such new technology may have in terms of crime detection and prevention, other issues remain in need of examination, such as how this technology may be used fairly, as well as how much we should rely on such methods of crime detection and prevention. Other important questions are - who should be subject to such research and its potential subsequent use? Is it fair to keep one’s DNA on a database indefinitely, even if they are not guilty? How can we avoid unfairly targeting certain groups? To accomplish this, analysis is needed of current research into this topic from a number of different disciplines, as well as relevant research on other topics which may be applied to this area, particularly from philosophy and the social sciences. This paper will outline some of the claims made by behavioural geneticists working in the area, as well as some of the issues of importance to this debate. These issues include how such science is and may be applied in the case of children, as well as how this may affect individual autonomy, and whether or not such a price is worth paying for a potential societal benefit.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Ali Riza 
	Surname  :
	Taskale 

	Department:
	Sociology  
	University :
	University of Lancaster  

	Title:
	The Sociology of Boredom: Is There Hope? 


Abstract
It is usually asserted that under the dehumanizing conditions of modernism, boredom has come to pervade the experience of everyday life. Looking back at the long maturation of the modern world, we can actually see collective boredom institutionalized within the practice of everyday life –and worse, institutionalized in existential counterpoint to the modernist ethos of each citizen’s meaningful, democratic participation in the construction of everyday life. In the 1940s the Frankfurt School understood as well that boredom and its mass-made alternatives created a closed circle of control, an ever-spinning cycle of empty consumption. Soon the Situationists were aware of, too, ‘watching in horror as boredom, alienation, estrangement leaked out the factory door and into the entirety of everyday living’. 
Being left or abandoned is the essential experience of boredom, in which surroundings become indifferent to us, while at the same time, having no possibility of action, we cannot free ourselves from them. Being bored is being held in suspense. 
Firstly, in this paper I will contend that boredom is related to the social forms of modernity, and institutionalized within the practice of everyday life. Secondly, I will consider some of the critical arguments (by following Agamben) that boredom paradoxically brings with it a possibility, a potentiality for being (Dasein), which has within itself a potential-not-to. Finally, I will give an account of how boredom is a thread to politics.
Key Words: Boredom, modernity, nihilism, Heidegger, Agamben, politics 
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	3
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Ying 
	Surname  :
	Xia 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	Lancaster University   

	Title:
	Times in UK-observe the time in UK from a traveler's psychology perspective 


Abstract
As a chinese students who came to UK to study and live for the first time, i found that the one year study time in UK is a apparently like a longer time of oversea journey. Therefore, my mind and behavior gone throung some stages similar to traveler's psycology, specifically to the activity of traveling.
Therefore, I tend to oberseve my journey from aspects such as intercultural communication; national character; culture shock; non-verbal communication; adjustment of the sojourner and ect. I will specifically focuse on the the motivation of travel,travel process and self-examination, and impact of traveling on traveler.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	3
	Speaker:
	2 

	First name :
	Jennifer 
	Surname  :
	Tomomitsu-Tomasson 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	Lancaster University   

	Title:
	Following ‘flaws’: notes on image artifacts and the enactment of visibility inside a nano laboratory


Abstract
An increasing number of visual depictions related to nanotechnology now circulate in mainstream science magazines and on the Internet. These range from stylized images of minute objects taken with sophisticated instruments such as scanning electron microscopes (SEM), to sci-fi computer graphic art portraying futuristic nano robots performing medical functions inside the human body. Many of these pictures fall under a general rubric of ‘nano art’ and the ubiquity of the scope of this type of imagery calls for attention not only to the images themselves, but also to the question of how an invisible object becomes knowable through its visual construction. In this paper, I will attend to this issue by providing a narrative account of my ethnographic field work inside a UK nanoscience lab. In particular, I will discuss the experience of observing technicians who characterize and image novel semi-conductor materials using highly complex apparatuses such as electron and atomic force microscopes. A recurring characteristic of these techniques are the intrusion of artifacts, unwanted features of the imaging process which take the form of ‘junk’, ‘contamination’, and ‘noise’. Drawing from key ideas in STS about translation and the concept of the ‘blank figure’ (Hetherington, Lee 1999), I demonstrate how it is both the inclusion and exclusion of image artifacts which make knowledge production and the enactment of visibility possible in this space. 

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00 

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	3
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Joe 
	Surname  :
	Rigby 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	Lancaster University  

	Title:
	Passports, Plastic, Postpolitics 


Abstract

It is common to hear the question ‘what’s left’ of citizenship today? The advent of globalization and the fall of the nation-state – the institution traditionally charged with bestowing the status of citizenship; the associated ‘restructuring’ and ‘rescaling’ of the welfare-state – that particularly cherished branch of governance associated with the progressives’ much celebrated ‘social citizenship;’ or indeed, following the revelatory events of September 11, the state’s reassertion of its significance in global political economy, even if largely in the realm of surveillance and security: lead many to question the status of this emergent ‘neoliberal,’ ‘consumer,’ ‘securitized’ and ‘categorically suspect’ citizen. What is the fate of the citizen in an age of security and consumer capitalism? This paper attempts to answer that question through a simultaneous interrogation of the two archetypal objects of citizen and consumer interpellation: passports and plastic. Specifically it addresses the increasing convergence of state and market forms of surveillance which blur the boundaries between public and private, passports and plastic, citizens and consumers. It critiques passports and plastic for their role in legitimizing the postpolitical fantasy of the securitized-consumer-citizen; and asks, in diagnostic fashion, what an effective political and democratic response might be.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	4
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Gemma 
	Surname  :
	Wibberley 

	Department:
	Sociology  
	University :
	Lancaster University    

	Title:
	" No one cares about the carers, no one" 


Abstract
This presentation will be on the undervaluation of domiciliary carers. 
These are workers who go into elderly people's houses and undertake essential activities that enable the elderly person to remain in their own home. Such activities can include administering medication, bathing, dressing, feeding, house cleaning and general companionship. Without the care and support of domicillary carers elderly people would have to move into residential care, or in with family members, or potentially have a shorter life expectancy. Yet despite the important nature of their job, this occupational group have shockingly poor terms and conditions of employment and are treated badly by the care industry. Preliminary interviews with ex domiciliary carers reveal that they feel no one cares about the carers, thus this presentation will focus on the neglect of carers' financial, physical, emotional and/or psychological needs.
	Date      :
	7th July
	Time      :
	10:10- 12:00

	Session    :
	1
	Room     :
	4
	Speaker:
	2

	First name :
	Johan
	Surname  :
	Leidi

	Department:
	Social Anthropology
	University :
	Lund University and Dalarna University

	Title:
	Visual Representation of environmentalism: From resistance struggle to individual responsibility


Abstract
I am looking at how visual representation of environmentalism in Sweden has changed over time by comparing images from the 70s with contemporary images, used in the green movement, in news reports and in activist art. In the 70s there was a domination of images showing a collective struggle towards a factual threat, while in contemporary images environmentalism is portrayed as an individual moral responsibility. My argument is that this shift from collectiveness to self-policing, illustrated in the representations of environmentalism, is part of processes of ordering. This is an effect of transformations in the character of the nation-state with the emergence of corporate state formations. In the nation-state the society could be against the state, while in the corporate state the public is engaged in its own control and surveillance. In line with this development visual representation of environmentalism in Sweden has shifted from images of polluting corporations to images of improper use of recycling-stations.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	10:10-12:00

	Session    :
	1 
	Room     :
	4
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Nicola 
	Surname  :
	Spurling 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University  

	Title:
	Investigating practices past and present: methodological alternatives to time travel 


Abstract
If our research participants inhabit the everyday of now, how is it possible to understand how their practices have changed over time? Even if participants can provide retrospective accounts of their previous practices, how is it possible to compare between them when each account is located at a different point in an individual’s biography, and each associated with a different role, a different time and possibly a different place? Further how can changes in practice be understood in relation to institutional, social, political and economic contexts that are also constantly shifting? This paper discusses the methodological challenges of investigating these issues as encountered in my research.
I am investigating how UK university reforms, driven by the conservative and new labour governments since 1979, have affected what academic sociologists do. The premise of my research is that although academics are critically aware of the changing contexts of their work, the gradual process by which such changes become part of practice, as well as the necessity to continue ‘being an academic’ in the everyday, means that links between new discourses of higher education and the practices of individuals are complex and difficult to recognise. My focus on practice-change seeks to move beyond the rhetoric of policy discourse and its critique. If we understand how practice has changed it is possible to evaluate its consequences and understand who benefits, who loses, how and why.
My empirical work uses in depth interviews with sociology academics at four case study institutions; an exploration of ‘artefacts’ of past and present practices (e.g. prospectuses, cvs, diaries) and the mapping of policy and institutional changes across the period of my study. Through exploring relationships between these sources I seek to overcome the methodological challenges expressed above and understand how changes in broader contexts are related to the practices of individuals at precise times and places within their careers.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	James 
	Surname  :
	Tomasson 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University  

	Title:
	Baudrillard and ‘Boring Flooring’: The dialectical relationship of reclaimed timber and high-tech laminates 


Abstract
Jean Baudrillard asserts that contemporary life is inhabited by two kinds of commodities: the model, unique objects which have no comparable other, and the series, or those mass-produced, generic, goods which are identifiable as being only one amongst countless others. Bringing together discussions based on consumption, interior design, and class distinction, this paper uses the notion of the ‘model/series’ as a framework to talk about some of the peculiarities of ‘wooden’ floor boards. More specifically, it looks at how advances in the technology used to produce laminate and artificially-aged flooring, both often labelled as ‘fake’ by consumers, produce particular notions of ‘authenticity’ and value of reclaimed timber flooring. 

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	2 

	First name :
	Elizabeth 
	Surname  :
	Sargant 

	Department:
	Contrast Environmental Policy Group
	University :
	Wageningen University

	Title:
	Social practice approach to sustainable canteen food consumption 


Abstract
Throughout Europe policy positions consumers as key actors in realising more sustainable agro-food systems. In The Netherlands this is seen recently in the government’s vision on sustainable agriculture which points to the necessity to align consumer choices through innovative information and communication instruments. This paper presents the results from a study which takes a social practice approach to consumption. Considering food consumption in terms of social practices allows us to focus on the contexts, norms and understandings which characterise these practices. We present evidence from our empirical study on Dutch work-place canteen lunch thus aiming to illustrate that policymakers should try to avoid oversimplifying ‘the consumer’ and consider the practitioner dimensions of consumption.
Although Dutch work-place catering has been a policy target in stimulating the market for organic products, creating more demand on the canteen floor is perceived as a bottleneck by many Dutch caterers. Two focus groups were organised, one with end-users and one with caterers. The first objective was to gain insight into end-user canteen practices and the second to discuss with participants a number of information and communication approaches. These were formulated as: a) the labelling and information strategy, b) the story behind the food strategy, c) the food experience strategy, and c) the silent treatment strategy. Remaining evidence on the viability of each strategy comes from depth interviews with caterers and catering experts.
The focus group results show that work-place canteen practices are about functionality and saving time. End-users saw themselves as ‘captive consumers’ whereas caterers appeared overly careful not to “scare away customers”. End-users indicated that they considered sustainability issues less in the canteen compared to their food practices at home. As for the provision strategies, end-users had many different views on which strategy was considered promising, though generally the information and labelling strategy was considered the most reliable. Caterers on the other hand almost unanimously preferred the food experience strategy and personal communication about the food served. In addition, the focus group results yielded interesting information on the roles that both actors see for themselves in bringing about more sustainable canteen food provisioning and consumption. Although the empirical research is relatively exploratory, the evidence collected indicates that a social practice view on food consumption may be of great value when designing consumer policies.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Endre 
	Surname  :
	Danyi 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	Lancaster University

	Title:
	The Politics of the Parliament: Revolutions | Regimes | Representations 


Abstract
Paradoxically, in liberal democracies what counts as political appears to be a largely technical question. If something happens within the walls of specific institutions (parliaments, town halls, party headquarters); involves certain actors (the Prime Minister, a Member of Parliament, the mayor); is related to a set of procedures (general elections, diplomatic meetings, debates over the Budget), then it is usually treated as a public, and therefore a political, matter. Other concerns, not directly associated with such institutions, actors and procedures, may influence political decision-making processes, but cannot be considered political in themselves – at least this is the dominant view in political theory. 

This rather narrow, technical definition of ‘the political’ has been challenged from various perspectives. Feminist scholars, for example, questioned the very foundation of modern political thought by demonstrating how private matters are also always political. Researchers interested in mass consumption argued that even such ordinary places as supermarkets and shopping malls can be thought of as political spaces, where ‘ballots’ are replaced by ‘wallets’ as means of intervention. Some philosophers of technology and communication scholars criticised the humanist character of political thinking and emphasized that everyday artefacts and media technologies, too, have politics insofar as they constrain actions and shape thoughts the same way abstract regulations do. At the same time, contesting the modernist division of ‘nature’ and ‘society,’ sociologists of science showed eloquently that politics is not separable from knowledge practices; it never stops at the gates of laboratories and hospitals. 

Further arguments demanding the extension of the political domain could be added to the list, but the main question remains: How do such diverse understandings of ‘the political’ relate to each other? Based on ethnographic research to be conducted in the Hungarian Parliament in April and May 2008 I will first examine how a more-or-less standard European version of democratic politics is achieved in the parliamentary building – a hundred-year-old socio-technical assemblage inspired in part by the Palace of Westminster. Second, drawing on my observations of the daily activities of a Member of the Hungarian Parliament, I will discuss how parliamentary forms of politics are maintained as Mr. P. and I move across TV studios, ministries, special committee meetings, party headquarters, and other locations.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Paul 
	Surname  :
	Simpson 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Manchester

	Title:
	Will Anyone Want a Fairy When He's 40 Plus?:  The Ethics and Aesthetics of How Gay Men in Midlife Manage Ageing Processes. 


Abstract
The paper explores the conscious and pre-reflective cultural politics of gay male midlife/ageing, drawing on findings from a previous MA project (2007) and work underway on a PhD. The research engages with the work of Giddens, Bourdieu and Foucault to describe and analyse narratives relating to forms of embodiment, exploring how these profoundly moral projects are linked significantly to the complex, over-determined spatialisation of Manchester's `gay village', itself inflected by over-determined age, body shape/size/style, sexuality, class and status group membership. 
To what extent is this spatialisation a defensive or proactive response to ageism both within gay and mainstream cultures? Some responses saw older gay men's belonging on the scene as partial, ambivalent - here space was simply consumed or inhabited. Yet this sat alongside more assertive negotiation, re-appropriation, even productions of space/belonging through counter-discourses. The latter was based on a `cosmopolitanism from below' that problematised inter-related identity, gay community, and critiqued the youth-beauty conjunction, itself the premise of intergenerational conflict between younger and older gay men on the scene. 
Lives are lived beyond the commercialised public ‘gay scene’, itself a discursive construct.  The paper will also address complex responses to ageing processes and how constructed family and connectedness can operate as (imperfect) resources against homophobia and ageism.  The PhD project will examine findings based on in-depth interviews with gay men with very different associations with public forms of gay life/culture and ethnography within the commercial gay scene and a voluntary organisation. The project also aims to investigate the possibility that gay male midlife/ageing constitutes a particular, local diasporic or liminal space from which cultural critique is possible and the narratives that are silenced within fragile gay community.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker :
	2 

	First name :
	Li-wen 
	Surname  :
	Shih 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University

	Title:
	Population policy and the development of technology: the historical review on eugenic policy in Taiwan 


Abstract
This paper will review Taiwan health policy in the past 50 years to analyze how and what effects health policy to layperson. Because of high birth rate in the1960s, Taiwan Government declared the new population policy which developed into the Eugenic policy later in 1980s. In fact, many social groups opposed the population policy, therefore it was hard to accept by layperson in 1970s. However, nowadays, most people agree and are familiar with the health policy—even are very optimistic toward the development of reproductive technologies according to many surveys. How it became popular and how it positively affected people’s attitude, will be the main concern in this paper.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	3 

	First name :
	Lenny 
	Surname  :
	Putman 

	Department:
	Department of Social Sciences, Environmental Policy Group
	University :
	Wageningen University  

	Title:
	Greening the social practices of home maintenance: renovating the home 


Abstract
In this paper I will present part of my research project on the ecological modernization of social practices in the consumption domain ‘home maintenance and repair’ in the Netherlands. In particularly I will focus on the practice of renovating part of the home.
To analyse the greening of this practice I will draw upon the Social Practices Approach (SPA) as developed by Spaargaren (1997), Beckers et al (2000), Spaargaren and van Vliet (2000) and Spaargaren et al (2007). The SPA takes social practices as starting point of analyses and allows us to focus on the role of the occupant in interaction with and responding to social-technical environmental innovations as provided by the relevant systems of provision. In addition it allows us to take into consideration the fact that occupants are a heterogeneous group involving different lifestyles.  In this paper I will operationalise the practice of renovating the kitchen, present the first results of the quickscan of the practice and the environmental innovations in this practice, and present a plan on how the practice can be further analysed. This research is part of the project ‘Contrast’, CONsumption TRansitions for suSTainability. In this project transitions towards sustainability are investigated in four consumption domains: day-to-day mobility, food consumption, recreational mobility and ‘home maintenance and repair’. Main goal of this research project is to bring insights in the role of citizen-consumers in transitions towards sustainability.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	13:45-15:15 

	Session    :
	2 
	Room     :
	3
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Elisabeth 
	Surname  :
	Grindel 

	Department:
	Sociology
	University :
	Lancaster University     

	Title:
	Parental leave as extended language exercise 


Abstract

The changes in the European Higher Education Area due to the Bologna Declaration will change the social structure of the student population throughout the participating countries of Europe which will be caused by changes in students’ mobility. At the moment there is a broad movement within the undergraduate level, but it is predicted that the trend will be towards a further mobility within the postgraduate level and a decrease of exchange mobility during the undergraduate level (Hahn, 2002). Taking the predicted increase in mobility in the postgraduate level into consideration it seems obvious that the age of the international students might increase and with it the possibility of travelling with spouses, partners and/or families.
Given that the aim of the Bologna Declaration is a complete restructuring of the tertiary sector throughout Europe following an Anglo-American tradition (Grindel 2007: 8) it is striking that not much has been done yet to restructure support services. According to the Trends V report (Cossier, Purser, Smidt, 2007: 47), ‘student services such as academic guidance, career services, accommodation, psychological counselling and welfare services, play an increasingly important role when it comes to enhancing the attractiveness and the competitiveness of the European Higher Education Area.’. It is striking that aspects of further support such as the possibility of leaving children in a crèche, support for students with partners (i.e. language classes, family accommodation) and support for students with part-time jobs are not taken into consideration. Trend V also showed that although career services are established in 66% of the European universities, the provision of guidance and counselling services is still dragging behind.
The paper is based on a qualitative study of the experiences of partners of international students at Lancaster University/UK which is the core of my own PhD research. The main focus will be on the importance of support structures for accompanying partners and/or families in the choice of Higher Education institution made by international students wanting to study abroad. Another focus will be the actual experiences of those support structures by the partners of the international students. 
Considering the relatively sophisticated network of support structures in the UK (the country with the majority of international students in a European-wide comparison (Crosier/Purser/Smidt, 2007: 43) of whom the majority are postgraduate (www.ukcosa.org.uk, last accessed on the 22nd of December 2007)) the paper will argue for a further consideration of restructuring important support networks within the process of a further internationalisation of the European Higher Education Area due to the Bologna Declaration.
Literature:
Crossier, David/Purser, Lewis/Smidt, Hanne (2007) Trends V: Universities Shaping The European Higher Education Area. Brussels: European University Association asbl.
Grindel, Elisabeth (2007) Die studentische Selbstverwaltung – Ein deutsch-englischer Vergleich. Saarbrücken: VDM Verlag Dr. Müller.
Hahn, Karola (2002) Die Internationalisierung der deutschen Hochschule – Kontext, Kernprozesse, Konzepte und Strategien. Westfalen: Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften.
UKCISA – UK Council for International Student Affairs: Higher education statistics. 
http://www.ukcosa.org.uk/about/statistics_he.php, last accessed 22nd November 07. 
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	Title:
	Gender, Age and Employability. The case of older women in clerical work. 


Abstract

This paper discusses the impact of gendered and age-typed identity on the employability of women over fifty working in clerical jobs. Based on fieldwork data comprising twenty-two semi-structured interviews and short periods of observation in two large public sector organisations, the project examines how older women actively construct their ‘aged femininities’ between a highly segregated workplace and the family spaces, and how their work trajectories are the result of strategies to remain employable through periods of career breaks entailed by motherhood. 
The first part of the paper explores the negotiation of identities between family and work. The women interviewed construct caring-oriented selves at the expense of career-oriented selves, as their investment in caring restricts both their economic capital and their mobility in social and geographical space. Indeed the identity of active grand/mother and carer has a negative impact on their employability, for it limits their possibilities of promotion in the clerical sector and prevents their employability in other sectors. 
The second part analyses the relationship of educational capital and employability, through the examples of participants who successfully passed higher education qualifications in later life. It is shown that despite these qualifications, these women did not change jobs or sectors of employment nor did they get promoted in their organisation. They did not even mention their new qualifications in their CVs as a strategy to remain employable within the same local clerical sector. All of these women thus worked below their potential. This paper concludes that the representations of the employable feminine body are age- and class-typed and dependent upon occupational contexts.
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	Title:
	The Role of the Internet for University Students: transitions and tensions. 


Abstract
This paper discusses the role of the Internet for university students, both in terms of every day living and in terms of the transition to university. 
A brief consideration of the ‘Digital Age’ (Office for National Statistics, 2007) and of the integration of the Internet into universities provides the research context of this paper.  The relevance of considering students’ perceptions of the role of the Internet at university is outlined with regards to previous research (for example: Peng, Tsai and Wu, 2006).  Specifically, in relation to the transition to university, this paper discusses the view that ‘the process of integration into university life has been transformed by the emergence of new forms of communication technology’ (Harley et al., 2007: 231).  
This context is then followed by the main thrust of the paper, which focuses on my own empirical research.  Data was collected in 2007-08, using focus groups and interviews with first year Lancaster University students.  This paper explores some of the themes emerging from the qualitative research, including: the positive and negative roles of the Internet, the ways in which these roles are perceived of as shifting rather than static, and the impact of the Internet on the transition to university. 
Finally, this paper addresses how the research will be taken forward over the course of the project, and indicates the potential implications of the findings.  
References
Harley, D. et al. (2007) ‘Using texting to support students’ transition to university’, Innovations in Education and Teaching International, Vol. 44, No. 3, pp. 229-241. http://www.swetswise.com [22/01/08].
Office for National Statistics (2007) Focus on the Digital Age, Hampshire, Palgrave Macmillan. http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_compendia/foda2007/FocusOnDA.pdf [28/01/08].
Peng, H., Tsai, C-C and Wu, Y-T. (2006) ‘University students’ self-efficacy and their attitudes toward the Internet: the role of students’ perceptions of the Internet’, Educational Studies, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 73-86.  http://content.epnet.com [23/01/08].
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	Title:
	Women's use of public space and feelings of personal safety: preliminary findings and fieldwork narratives 


Abstract

It is considered normative for women in Britain to be afraid of being in certain public spaces at particular times, such as walking alone at night. Why? In this presentation, I examine the core themes which emerged from my literature review on the topic of women, public space and fear of sexual violence. I also explore my chosen methodology: qualitative, one to one, in depth interviews, from a feminist standpoint. 
I will present interim findings on significant themes which have arisen from my fieldwork: women’s use of transport, the ‘night time economy’ and what I have categorised as “frightening and threatening incidents.” Issues encountered during fieldwork will be reported and specifically, I outline the role of ‘laughter’ within the interview setting and discuss how emotions have impacted on the research so far.
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	Upstream without a paddle: Why Novel Approaches to Public Participation are needed 


Abstract

Public participation is being pushed ‘upstream’ of policy decision-making, potentially offering citizens a genuine opportunity to directly challenge and scrutinise science and the policymaking process – or is it? 

The attempt “to make visible the invisible, to expose to public scrutiny the assumptions, values and visions that drive science” (Wilsdon 2004; Macnaghten 2005) marks a positive shift in recognising the benefits of undoubtedly a laudable and desirable objective in principle, and is arguably a key feature of a healthy democracy.  However, the notion of upstream is itself a  “deceptively simple idea” which is in reality a contested matter in both conceptual and practical terms, containing a number of significant tensions and dilemmas of its own (Pidgeon, Rogers-Hayden 2007: 346-347).

Upstream public participation is clearly desirable from a normative stance – as a goal in itself – (Fiorino 1989; Fiorino 1990; Laird 1993) but there is real potential for public participation processes to “open-up” (Macnaghten 2005; Stirling 2005; Stirling 2008) the policymaking process still further. As yet, there is very little by way of criteria to assess the ‘robustness’ of efforts at public participation and the degree to which they have had any genuine impact upon policymaking and output. That is there is the very real danger of the “upstream” rhetoric surrounding public participation never actually extending beyond the rhetoric. This paper critically deconstructs the metaphor of upstream public participation and explores some novel approaches to public participation in the process. 
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	Researcher networks and the performance of European Nanomedicine 


Abstract

In October 2006 a European Forum on Nanosciences was convened to discuss the conduct of nanoscience as an increasingly significant area of research. It suggested that there was a need to promote academic and industrial collaborations across disciplines in this area, and that such convergence would assist the rapid advancement of new nanoscale technologies and techniques. This paper follows the formation of two different groups which are both oriented towards supporting the development of medical nanotechnologies. The first of these is EuroNanoMedNet, a pan-European network focussed on interdisciplinary research and training. The second is an informal association of early career researchers working or studying in this area. This juxtaposition permits a discussion of the different versions of European nanomedicine which are being problematised and enacted by these two cases. In so doing it queries the relevance of ‘convergence’ as a general descriptor of these processes.
	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	15:45 - 17:15 

	Session    :
	3 
	Room     :
	1
	Speaker:
	1 

	First name :
	Rebecca 
	Surname  :
	Morrison 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	University of Alberta 

	Title:
	The Presence of Objects: Understanding Toy Collectibles as Extended Artifacts 


Abstract

“There’s just something magical about them. You’ll be buying one soon (laughs) but they have, you know they’ve just got this…you know if only they could talk you know what I mean like the history, world war one, world war two. Where have they been what have they done, it’s that sort of mystery I suppose.” (Sandra, Teddy Bear Collector)

The relationship toy collectors have with their collectibles is exemplary of an intense and sustained engagement with the material world. As such it provides an invaluable case from which to examine the moments in which objects come to have a grip over people (Gosden 2005). Working from an ethnography of toy collectors in London, this paper will chart my attempts to account for the process in which objects come to enchant, and to have a certain power over us. 

Informed by the somewhat ambiguous, but strikingly seductive discussions of object agency (Dant 2000; Gell 1998; Gosden 2005; Graves-Brown 2000; Ingold 2002, 2006; Knappett 2002, 2005; Strathern 1988; Thomas 1991) I will argue in line with Robb (2004) and based on my ethnographic findings, that theorizing the power of objects lies in understanding them as “extended artifacts.” That is, as objects of multiple presences extended through time and place, and sedimented with meaning. I will argue that it is precisely this extended character of collectibles that makes them so collectible in the first place, and which accounts for the fact that collectors appear to be accumulating much more than material goods. To understand collectibles as extended artifacts sedimented with cultural meaning is not to reduce the materiality of the collectible in favour of its cultural worth but rather, underlines the extent to which materiality is a composite of presences, both physical (the solid ‘thereness’ of an object in space) and cultural (the force of its cultural life story).
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	Title:
	A critique of opulence 


Abstract

My thesis will focus on the rising of the super-rich class, and analyse the enlarging inequality in society.
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	Title:
	Researching Liverpool's Rialto 


Abstract
I have been thinking about the cinemas in my home town of Liverpool. Fragments of these once-busy but now deserted sites of “spectacular consumption” remain scattered throughout the city. Adapted to new purposes, or, just as often, simply abandoned and left to decay, these sites remain as rather uncomfortable reminders of other lives and other times. They linger on, perhaps rather disturbingly, and “haunt” the metropolitan landscape with their own particular presence. These modern ruins pose questions of us.

Of interest too, are those sites which have disappeared from view altogether, or which have been partially but not entirely erased. These cinemas can remain as a presence in attenuated and re-constituted form in various sites of popular memory (oral or visual), or in the narratives of local history, or re-created in various forms of commemoration and reconstruction. 

One site which draws particular attention to itself and which retains, for me, a strongly ambiguous presence in city’s landscape, despite the fact that the original building no longer exists, is Liverpool’s Rialto. Built in 1927 in the Toxteth area of the city, the Rialto was eventually destroyed by fire in dramatic fashion during the notorious “Toxteth Riots” of 1981. Not simply a cinema, the structure seems, in its day, to have been the epitome of a particular type of modernity: a deliberate symbol of, and vehicle for, emerging patterns of consumption, a kind of “lifestyle centre” for Liverpool’s early twentieth-century urbanites. As well as a state-of-the art (silent) cinema, the building also housed a spectacular ballroom and a café/restaurant, while along the outside of the triangular site were two flanks of “luxury” shops, six on each side. The site demonstrates both the inter-twining of various patterns of symbolic and material consumption and also a peculiar level of ambition, ambition congruent, perhaps, with Liverpool’s contemporary, but fragile, status as a “world city” in the early part of the twentieth century.

The decline, fall and eventual resurrection of this building (it has been re-built in a radically revised form) can be “read” in various ways. My initial thoughts on this, informed in particular by Benjamin’s ideas about the significance of the “modern ruin” and notions of “haunted space” have already been put together in a paper shortly to be published by Routledge as a section of Consuming the Entrepreneurial City (ed. Cronin and Hetherington).

More recently, however, I have been engaged in various types of fieldwork, tracing surviving users of the building, at various stages of its life, and collecting material related to their memories of the site. What I am finding is that this new material does not always sit well with my initial analysis. The interviews have raised questions about my approach as well as uncovering some fascinating, and occasionally contradictory, first hand details. There are issues here around the nature of personal and cultural memory as well the relationships between the investigator and investigated, the present and the past, and the interfaces between the personal and the social, which are emerging for me as problematic, but also extremely interesting. Drawing upon Halbwachs and Connerton’s work on “collective memory” this presentation aims to present some of the key points that have arisen from a consideration of this newer material as it contrasts with my initial ideas about the life cycle of the building.
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	Title:
	‘Conform to our tolerance, or get lost!’: The British governments’ discourse and representations of multiculturalism and the place of Muslims since 9/11 and the war on terror 


Abstract

This paper is concerned with the ways in which Multiculturalism, Muslims and Islam were represented in speeches by Cabinet Ministers of the Labour Government between 2001 and 2007. It uses a discourse analysis approach to deconstruct representations concerning these concepts and also related issues such as Britishness, integration, and terrorism. The paper demonstrates that Islamophobia based on generalisations, assumptions and stereotypes of Muslims and Islam are present in the speeches given by these Ministers. This is considered most worrying as these Ministers have such a huge influence on the rest of British society.

	Date      :
	7th July 
	Time      :
	15:45-17:15 

	Session    :
	3 
	Room     :
	2
	Speaker:
	2 

	First name :
	Chun-Yu 
	Surname  :
	Lin 

	Department:
	Sociology 
	University :
	Lancaster University 


	Title:
	The transnational marriage migrants in Taiwan 


Abstract

In the past half century, the population was almost closed to immigration in Taiwan, however, there are mass transnational migrants flooded in over the last fifteen years, among that, the highest percentage of them were female, transnational marriage immigrants coming from Southeast Asia, and this special gendered phenomenon differs greatly from other countries. Although the transnational marriage migrants have the settle anxiety, they have to stand some negative opinions from the public. Facing the phenomenon, this paper will report what are the various responses come from everywhere in Taiwanese society in general. 
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	‘Audio Research Methods’: An Innovative Tool of Methodological Inquiry? 


Abstract

Recent developments in research methodologies have seen the expansion of original methodological tools which focus upon the visual. These recent developments in visual research methods have emerged in light of an appreciation that knowledges are conveyed through all sorts of different media (Rose 2001). We live in a multi media world, with multi-sensory bodies, and therefore, recognition and integration of alternative ways of researching is arguably not only sensible, but necessary. In an attempt to see beyond the use of traditional methodologies, this article will reflexively identify the design and implementation process of what may be termed ‘audio research methods’. Through an examination of this development process the importance of the audio will be explored. What will be suggested is that ‘audio research methods’ offers researchers a means of ‘unleashing a flood of detail’ (Banks 2001)88), as ‘People use verbal description to visualise particular moralities, activities and versions of social order (or disorder)’ (Pink 2001) (71).  Further literature is needed to fully explore the audio within the field of empirical sociological research, and therefore this paper, it is hoped, will emerge as a starting point for the continued development of ‘audio research methods’
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	Title:
	Design as a device in branding: a study of Muji in different cultural settings 


Abstract

As a device for promoting consumption, brands can be seen as complex systems of meanings attached to various devices such as names, logos and designs. Together, they not only mediate between the producer and consumer, but also help ‘equip’ the latter with ‘the capacity’ to conduct themselves as the sort of persons who consume particular brands. In theory, these devices can teach consumers to behave in such a way as to be drawn to certain brands.
In this paper, I will focus on design in branding by examining Muji, a Japanese retailing brand. Since its expansion into Europe and North America, Muji, which claims to offer ‘no brand (logo) quality goods’, has enjoyed ‘cult status’ with its well-designed products, winning the hearts and minds of many ‘design-conscious’ consumers across the continents. As suggested, its products bear no logo and therefore, its ‘sleek’ design plays a significant role in distinguishing its products from others. It is suggested that its design is so distinct that it is recognisable by ‘those in the know’. 
While on their home soil, Muji is understood to offer simple design, but outside Japan, the development of the concept of ‘Japanese design’ seems to be important in appreciating Muji products. What does it mean by Japanese design? How is it disseminated? How does it work? This paper explores how different devices are involved in making Muji design work in Japan, the UK and the USA helping to create so many devoted ‘Muji fans’ in these disparate cultural settings.
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	Title:
	A Dynamic Approach to Context in Diffusion Research: Actor Network Theory Study of Mobile TV Service in the UK and Taiwan 


Abstract

Contextual studies of information technology (IT) diffusion offer an opportunity to understand both the production and diffusion of IT innovations. Using two cases of mobile TV in the UK and Taiwan, this paper uses actor network theory (ANT) to render context as the diverse cross-industry groups and technologies enrolled and translated into the initial construction of the mobile TV services. By focusing on the various cross-industry actors (or actants), context is recast as a dynamic environment composed of other actors’ behaviours, and no longer as a set of static factors. The implications for diffusion research and practice are discussed. 
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	Title:
	Heterotopia, mobile public space and multiple uses of location: contested spatial organization in the central mall-square complex in Moscow 


Abstract

Central public places in world/global metropolises are the very locations where forces of world-scale social change manifest themselves via the intersection of flows and fluids of mobile persons, objects and cultures. Such locations hold together vastly different kinds of places (work, leisure, tourism), people (workers, tourists, homeless), and activities (vending, wandering, servicing, policing) in shared time and space. The study of this kind or places requires construction of a new conceptual framework and new methodology.

The paper applies theoretical resources of new mobilities paradigm (John Urry), study of heterotopias and sociology of space (Henri Lefebvre, Michel Foucault, Edward Soja), flâneur and situationism (Walter Benjamin, Guy Debord, Michel de Certeau) to construct a critical conceptual framework. Such a framework presupposes a methodology of research based on participant observation and experimenting (simulation of flaneurs action). The practical application of such framework and method allows for the rich case-study description of specific places that serves to recollect the understanding of public spaces constitution and movement in the hybrid environment of contemporary metropolis. It will also clarify theoretical concepts and explanations. The empirical base for the paper is a study of the mall-square complex of Okhotnyi Ryad situated in Manezhnaya square in the very center of Moscow, next to the Red Square. The research has been conducted in the late 2007 early 2008. 
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	Title:
	Protest in Britain since 11 September, 2001 


Abstract
Since 11 September, 2001, several new Acts have passed through the British parliament to grant the police greater powers to fight the terrorist threat. But these powers have been used beyond their original remit for a quite different purpose: to target legitimate protest. This paper asks are the new powers unprecedented? How widely have they been used? Do they constitute a threat to democracy? Might we expect more or less political violence as a result of them? We will look at the Iraq war protests, 2003, and the Danish cartoon protests, 2006, as examples, and introduce the work of two important writers on political violence, social movements, and protest policing, Charles Tilly and Donatella della Porta. 
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	Title:
	Political Consumerism Online and Offline: Coffee, Ethics and the Internet 


Abstract

This paper aspires to clarify several concepts relevant to the contemporary relationship between markets and politics.  It broadly discusses various aspects of the politicization of consumption and then focuses its analysis on the concepts and phenomena of political consumerism, ethical consumption, the ethical consumer and the citizen consumer (cf. Friedman, 1999; Nava, 1991; Scammell, 2001; Goul Andersen and Tobiasen, 2004; Micheletti, Follesdal and Stolle, 2004; Stolle and Hooghe, 2004; Lang and Gabriel, 2005; Ferrer and Fraile, 2006).  This is an attempt undertaken in order to conceptualize political participation in the 21st century, as well as the role of the media in enhancing, supporting, silencing or erasing such participations.  The basic questions addressed are ‘how can we approach the phenomenon of political consumerism and its mediation in online environments?’ and ‘how ‘political’ is political consumerism?’
There are two theoretical levels of approach to the politicization of the market in this paper.  First, the concept of political consumerism is delineated, placed in context and interrogated with regards to its political or apolitical nature.  The mediation of this phenomenon online is explored in several case studies from the coffee activism (i.e. fair trade movement) scene (cf. Nicholls and Opal, 2005; Jaffee, 2007).  Second, the analysis focuses on ethical consumerism, ethical consumers and the availability of ‘ethical’ coffee.  This is a paper about a paradox; the phenomenon of political consumerism as one constantly shifting between two arenas, that of markets and that of politics.
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	Title:
	The Difficulties of State and Society in Pakistan  to Accommodate Ethnic Diversity. 


Abstract

This paper seeks to provide a socio-political study of the interplay of nationalism, religion and ethnicity in Pakistani history and society. Nationalism in Pakistan has always used Islam as a defining feature in attempting to bind various Muslim ethnic groups together into a nation-state but this approach has fueled intense debates regarding the extent to which a uniform culture sponsored by the state is at odds with the distinct cultures of the various provinces. The British educated founding elites of Pakistan perceived that Pakistani identity would transcend the various regional identities of the provinces but socio-economic discrimination of minority groups and shifts in the alliances between the various ethnic groups of Pakistan have undermined Pakistani nationalism. The most significant ethnic crisis in Pakistan’s history was the departure of its eastern wing which become Bangladesh in 1971 but various ethnic conflicts are continuing in the remaining regions of Pakistan. Pakistan has had longer periods of military rule than democracy which has encouraged ethnic conflicts as most of the army has always been dominated by personnel of Punjabi and Pathan ethnicity. However the demographical superiority of the Punjab in post-1971 Pakistan means that whether Pakistan is under civilian or military rule, Punjab will always dominate Pakistan which alienates the minority ethnic groups apart from the Pathans. Since the 1970s partly because of violent challenges to the state by ethno-nationalist movements inspired by uneven economic development and the lack of cultural recognition, there was a move towards Islamisation. The state sponsored Islamisation of successive governments had failed in its purpose to be a uniting factor unable to combat ethno-regionalism and instead further divided Pakistani society on Shia-Sunni lines which makes Pakistani society highly complex with it numerous factional conflicts.
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	Title:
	Conceptualising Adaptation to Climate Change: the politics of ensuring fitness in conditions of uncertainty 


Abstract

As climate change is increasingly understood as a contemporary threat, and as catastrophic climate change begins to be a realistic prospect, a discourse of adaptation has begun to emerge. How adaptation is understood will have enormous implications for political practices, and for the success of adaptation strategies in terms of both efficacy and ethics. This paper explores how adaptation is being conceptualised by a few key policy actors in the United Kingdom. It finds that the understanding of adaptation varies between a modernist framing and a framing that speaks the language of complexity and contingency yet which struggles to respond to the full implications of this ontology for political and social organisation. This paper sets out a research framework for how these conceptualisations might be critiqued against an understanding of climate change impacts as both a product of social as well as environmental complexity, and as constituting major system perturbations which change the space in which human societies exist. It notes how a modernist ontology could limit the possibilities of adaptation by obscuring and foreclosing opportunities for emergence and hence adaptation (Deleuze; Chesters and Welsh; Kurtz and Snowden). A strategy of adaptation to climate change based on complex adaptive systems thinking and the role of attractors (Folke; Baskin) is explored as a possible avenue of social response, and its political implications are considered.
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	The Emergence of Artificial Culture in Robot Societies: Dances of agency, culture or cult-fiction? 


Abstract

This paper will draw on the work of my PhD and the project to which it is related on ‘The Emergence of Artificial Culture in Robot Societies (EACRS)’.  In this presentation I shall discuss what is at stake in this project in the spirit of critical reflection. The EACRS looks at the emergence and evolution of simple cultural artefacts in an artificial society of embodied intelligent agents (robots). The project is characterised by a commitment to the development of an innovative methodology which embodies the principles of complexity and emergence. An example of this is the use of ‘open source’ science. The use of ‘open source’ science is characterised by the use of interpretations which emerge through the interaction with an open source community rather than utilising a dominant method of interpretation. This means that not only is the project interested in what emergent culture is observed (if any) but also the process of its interpretation.  By using the open source community of interpretation as a resource for supporting innovated experiments the project makes a clear case for the creative process of the networks between the process of creating theory and ‘science-as-practice’ method (Pickering, 1992, 1995). Furthermore, the project is not starting out with a definition of culture and working its way from there rather it is interested in developing a methodology that is able to develop novel concepts of culture (that are decidedly nonhuman, and may or may not be able to tell us something about our understanding of human culture).  
In relation to my PhD project, through an ethnographic study of the project as a whole engaged in a scientific practice, I intend to study the conditions of possibility for the emergence of forms of artificial culture in a nonhuman society. This project will attempt to integrate two things simultaneously. The first is science-as-practice seen in an ontological rather than epistemological sense. The second is that which will attempt to link science-as-practice to the epistemological through the notion of culture investigated in the project. Reflexive ethnomethodology captured by ANT (Callon, 1986; Latour, 1983, 1987, 1988a, 1990, 1992, 1996, 1997, 1999a, 1999b; Latour and Woolgar, 1986; Law and Bijker, 1992; Law and Mol, 1995; Law and Hassard, 1999) has been at the forefront of this movement, rejecting the confusion between the product and the process of scientific practice. This approach to the analysis of scientific work not only questions rigid disciplinarity but also the static levels of scientific analysis. Through the process of interpreting forms of nonhuman culture this project enables an open area for the relation between scientific practice and epistemology. It will be argued that this creates a space for the analysis of the co-constitution of the micro- and macro-factors involved in scientific practice.
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	Title:
	I am that I am: a discourse analysis of representations of gender identities among women of color 


Abstract

In the United States, women of color have long been plagued with a dual minority status.  They are the ultimate antitheses of stereotypical American society for they are neither White nor male.  Their womanhood and darker hues categorize them as members of two of the most historically marginalized and oppressed social groups in America.  With marginalization, comes lack of control over representations of one’s identity. Consequently, women of color are frequently burdened with the task of restoring their distorted and exaggerated images (Giddings, 1984, West, 1995, hooks, 1982 and Wallace, 1979).  The media and education are two paramount social institutions that perpetuate these inaccurate portrayals of non-White womanhood.  

In this paper, I draw on a small qualitative investigation into the ways in which common representations of women of color in American society affect their experiences in predominately White post-secondary institutions. The research in question explores the phenomenon of “representation fatigue” or the exhaustion and anxiety experienced by individuals in the face of historically grounded and thus often naturalized representations of who and what they are.  This paper discusses potential internal and external producers of “representation fatigue” and seeks to discover the possible reasons this condition may affect some women of color and not others.  This project analyzes participants’ narratives within theoretical frameworks such as Du Bois’ “Double-consciousness”, West and Hook’s discussion of the “Oppositional Gaze”, O’Grady’s examination of “Self-policing”, and Taylor’s theory of “Authenticity”.

On historically White American university campuses women of color experience a hyper-consciousness of their racial and gender identities (Welch, 1992).  Objectification and subjugation have produced a set of historically grounded representations that women of color must continuously negotiate. Colonialism and chattel slavery, together with the prevalent discourses of femininity, gave rise to images of women of color (principally Black women), as the “Mammy”, the “Jezebel”, and the “Sapphire”.  As a result of the chronic prevalence of such debasing portrayals of women of color in American society, women of color are burdened with a need to redefine themselves outside the prevailing racist discourses (Giddings, 1984). Consequently, women of color are expected to defend their “subordinate” social identities (i.e. in terms of blackness and womanhood), though performing in a manner which combats popular representations of their social categorizes. This pursuit is characterized by women of color’s campaign to enter institutions which have traditionally prohibited their access, such as academia.  Once these establishments are accessed women of color are documented to experience pressure to perform well scholastically and to lead and improve their communities through membership of multiple campus organizations and other commitments (West, 1995).  In this paper, I argue that such valiant behavior induces “representation fatigue”; phenomena that captures the ways in which transcending and negotiating problematic historical representations can be both liberating as well as entwined with continuing oppression of women of color.
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	Title:
	Contextualizing IT: an institutional tale of the Amazon rainforest monitoring system 


Abstract

One of the main contributions of social aspects of information systems literature to the study of organizations is the appreciation of the importance of the broader social context for understanding the implications of IT. However, after decades of research the ways in which IT and its social context interact still an area of intense enquiry. This paper argues that institutional theory can contribute towards the understanding the relation between the social context background and the foreground of organizational IT-related practices by highlighting the object-like status of social context as the outcome of dynamic socially constructed institutional forces. By adopting the neoinstitutional theory stance in organizational studies, this study analyses the emergence, establishment and changes in role of the Amazon monitoring system, a set of satellite-based monitoring systems used by the Brazilian government to track down deforestation in the Brazilian part of the Amazon rainforest. From the analysis emerge the presence of a dialectical relation between IT and its social context. On the one hand, the case under institutional theory lens, suggest in the same line of other studies in the field of IS, that the interplay over time between three prominent institutional conceptions of control (military, developmental and environmental) identified by the Brazilian government had a decisive role in influencing the monitoring system’s shape and organizational role. On the other hand, the monitoring system could have contributed to an institutional change by exposing the destructive effects of the government military-developmental policy towards the rainforest. Evidence for this change was found in the role shift of the Amazon monitoring system, from a generator of strategic-sensitive information used as a shield against international criticism, to an essential tool for environmental protection used to avoid and punish illegal deforestation. Based on the evidence provided by this case we conclude that information systems not only reflect specific institutional arrangements but also that new organizational vision provided by those same systems have the capacity to trigger institutional change.
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	Learning about Learning about Pasts and Presents 


Abstract

This paper aims to account a conventional sociology of what happens in lessons about the past in contemporary Australian primary schools and, in addition to develop a sociology of the different pasts and presents that are created in those lessons. 
'How do primary school children know about the past?';  'Are facts or feelings more important for helping them gain a sense of history?'; 'What relevance do lessons about the past have for social reproduction?'.  These general questions hover around the vague topic of history education- a topic of high interest in Australia where history teaching is currently politically contentious. But while vaguely related, these questions are also distinguished by their difference: the first asks about the past, the second about children, and the third about society.  
In order to be able to attend to both the vague whole question of history education, and the specific questions concerning the ways pasts, children and societies are construed, I argue that a methodology of situated participant-observation is necessary.  In making that argument I draw out comparisons between treatments of the past in four primary schools around Melbourne focusing on the pedagogical use of imagination. We see quite distinct modes of conceiving the relationship between now and then in differing educational paradigms. Finding ways to describe these, and discuss their socio-political causes and consequences, are the aims of this paper.
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	Title:
	Enacting traffic spaces 


Abstract

This paper opens alternatives for thinking about and researching the shifting ways in which children’s agencies are regulated and shaped in relation to everyday traffic. Taking a miniature traffic park as a starting point, the paper explores a series of pedagogical interventions seeking to enact “real” traffic spaces for visiting pre-school aged and younger school children during traffic classes and supervised exercises in miniature traffic. Describing these enactments through four topological formations derived from Science and Technology Studies – region, network, fluid and fire – the paper brings out the spatial and social presuppositions that frame the relationship between childhood and traffic, and explores their multiple intersections. The paper argues that, in recognising the emergent and complex character of traffic spaces, we can better understand the intersecting normativities, experiences and relations that shape children’s everyday mobility.
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	Title:
	Not just any old rubbish: the effects of weighing waste 


Abstract

Concerns regarding methane generation from landfill sites have led to the European Union’s drive for a more sustainable approach to waste management across the EU. The Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) is intended to reduce our reliance on landfill and sets out a phased reduction of the total quantity of waste allowed. This project focuses on the impact of the Landfill Directive in the Lancaster and Morecombe area.

Originating from an STS approach, the paper presents some preliminary fieldwork findings produced by attending to the local enactments of this policy. The relationship between the policy document, its practices and the tensions that are being played out as this policy is implemented are the focus of this paper. Particular attention is paid to the effects produced by a focus on reduction to landfill by tonnage. 
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	Title:
	Designing respectful distances: or can a coffee table change the world? 


Abstract

Lately there seems to be a particular interest in academic and industrial circles on the ways the digital and the physical can be brought together. This essay will be looking at two very specific objects that have originated from this interest and take the form of a table; that is the Microsoft Surface, and the Drift Table designed and prototyped by the Interaction Research Studio. Admittedly, my focus on these two objects will not be symmetrical. Instead I will focus on the Drift Table using the Microsoft Surface as the ‘other’ against who my main performance will take place. 

Keeping in mind the tenet that technologies provide an arena for reifying our ontological and epistemological stances in material forms, I want to suggest that the Drift Table is a good example of design as a human-machine reconfiguration (Suchman 2007). A simple material artefact that reifies a ‘reconceptualisation of the social and the material and the boundary between them’ (Suchman 2007: 259) challenging the traditional oppositions of designer-user, human-machine, expert-layman without, at the same time, erasing (or better, seeking to erase) their differences.

So, this essay argues that The Drift Table not only is a sociomaterial assemblage, as the work of the STS and technoscience theorists have taught us, but, unlike the Microsoft Surface, it is designed, staged and celebrated as such furthering the argument that such a shift in design matters since it has real and identifiable effects on the material object itself.

Suchman L. (2007) Human-Machine Reconfiguratons: Plans and Situated Actions (2nd edition), Cambridge University Press
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	Title:
	Who decides who, and what people get to eat? 


Abstract

The right to food has been part of the United Nations declaration on Human Rights since 1948.  The numbers of people who suffer from malnutrition and hunger have declined from an estimated 1,000 million in the mid 1970s to 850 million in the 1980s.  One of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) is to reduce the numbers of people living with hunger by half from 840 million by 2015.  However in 2007 there remained approximately 840 million (13-16% of the global population) officially classed as food insecure and hungry, with rural communities suffering the highest numbers.

The role of genetically modified crops has become a debated issue for future food security and achievement of the MDGs.  Proponents cite its importance to supersede conventional breeding leading to yield increase, crop resistance to pest and disease, and increased nutritional benefit.  Increasingly multilateral agencies such as the Food and Agricultural Organisation and World Bank are seeking to promote GTM crops within developing countries as a means to address many food security issues, and use much of the rhetoric that multinational companies use to promote their own commercial interests.  Despite the continued debate and uncertainties, strategies for ‘joint ventures’ between public-private partnerships towards research, development and implementation of ‘pro-poor’ and conventional crops are being discussed for less developed countries.  The paper will look briefly at what is understood by food security before asking if, as proponents say, GM crops will ameliorate food insecurity.  Or will it, as its critics say, reduce the choices farmers have, and have little impact on food security?
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	Imagining and composing histories: Reuniting the isolated consumption and tourism practices of enthusiasts 


Abstract

In many popular and academic discourses, tourism stands by itself – taking up the space of ‘away’, opposed to the space of home, isolated from the time of work, disconnected from the consumption of everyday life.  As discussions of the end of tourism have noted, however, it is increasingly difficult to justify holding tourism apart in this way when it has de-differentiated from other spheres of life.  This paper is based on the assertion that neither tourism nor consumption can be considered per se – in, of, or by itself.  Considering tourism as not isolated, but rather part of a continuum of leisure, the paper will discuss the performance and consumption of places by enthusiasts and explore how these practices are connected across space and time.  Though on a generic level climbing one mountain involves a similar type of consumption as climbing any other mountain, I argue that we must consider consumption events not independently, but in the context of what I call ‘consumption histories’.  Situating practices within a history of consumption deepens our understanding of the significance and meaning of individual practices.  Being a good enthusiast, as I suggest, involves imagining and then creating an ‘acceptable’ history of consumption practices, based on the qualitative distinctions marked off by fellow enthusiasts and by society at large.  An enthusiast’s travel or ‘tourism’ in this way becomes marked by spaces, times, memories, and consumption events that are fundamentally connected, and whose meaning resonates only within the context of the whole.
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	Future Perfect: Uncertainty and Objectivity in Climate Change 


Abstract

The Fourth Assessment Report (4AR) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is dominated by the concept of 'uncertainty'. The IPCC's scientific discourse has shifted over the last 17 years (since its first report), carefully using, revealing, concealing, adapting, and apparently contracting uncertainties. Its climate predictions are significantly limited by the uncertainties of that which is not 'yet' quantifiable, 'yet' tractable, 'yet' translatable into the code of mathematical forecasting models and by that which is unforeseeable (but inevitable, e.g. volcanic eruptions.) It strives to siege uncertainty by quantifying the very scope of the unknown. More importantly, uncertainty orders the boundaries of the IPCC's scientific discourse and controls (the stability or fluidity of) their positioning and permeability wherever they are adjacent to policy-making. 
The very large scientific community (more than a thousand scientists from all over the world) that composes the IPCC internally organizes the coherence of its output on uncertainty. This paper analyses that (partly) veiled process of cohering and the assumptions it carries about knowledge as inexorable progress and about its object as a knowable, objective, quantifiable world that can be wholly subsumed into computing models (provided massive funding is made available). The paper takes computational Atmosphere-Ocean Coupled General Circulation Models (AOGCMs) and the IPCC's Special Report Emission Scenarios (SRES) as the pivotal elements in the construction of an objective (and therefore 'policy-relevant') field of knowledge, and as crucial elements in formatting, effacing and representing the nature of uncertainty and the uncertainty of the nature they purport to represent. It suggests that 'numerocratical' epistemic assumptions perpetuate the understanding of cataclysmic events as 'calendar events' and that a multiplicity of modes of knowing is more conducive to meaningful and potentially fruitful modes of action.
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	Title:
	Lowenthal and Kracauer on biography: consumption and redemption 


Abstract

This paper will compare Lowenthal’s studies of biography from the 1940s with Kracauer’s earlier essay ‘The Biography as an Art Form of the New Bourgeoisie’, drawing on the way both see biography as a literary form and as a sociological tool. Both authors trace the development of biography from classical literature, and both view the genre with some suspicion. Kracauer’s dark political and philosophical analysis contrasts with Lowenthal’s more content-based survey of the actual texts, but both writers come to the same conclusion: that biography has become an art-form which serves a political purpose: to disseminate and perpetuate the ideology of the bourgeoisie. For Kracauer, the biography is a literary form of evasion; of the bourgeoisie attempting to avoid the questions raised by the rise of the masses and the inevitability of history. The key to this form is redemption: the individual succeeds on bourgeois terms, and the authority of the masses is rejected. Lowenthal comes to similar conclusions, though his methodology is different: the biographical subject shifts from being a figure of production to one of consumption; individuality becomes subsumed to an anonymous homogeneity, in the name of leisure. 
In an age when biography out-sells fiction by 10:1, and celebrity culture prevails, I suggest these essays still have much to tell us about contemporary society.
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	’In the house of the hangman one should (not) speak of the noose’ Cultural trauma theory versus the psychoanalytical legacy 


Abstract

Analysing (Western) societies and their ways of dealing with the past has long been about the deconstruction of national myths of innocence, heroic sacrifice and self-victimization. Corresponding to the psychoanalytic dichotomy between ‘suppressing-’ and ‘working through the past’, societies have, therefore, mostly decided not to address their crimes and guilt. 
Since 1989, (Western) societies have become more complex as the end of communism opened up a space in which dealing with the nations’ dark sides was possible. Recently, this development has been conceptualised by cultural theorists as perpetrator traumas. In contrast to Freudian trauma theory, these traumas are culturally constructed through societal actors form a potentially emancipatory collective identity by focusing not solely on self-victimization, but also on commemorating the Other’s victims. 
Unfortunately, theorists of cultural traumas have not dealt with the possibility that even such normatively welcome developments might harbour regressive potentials: by pointing to the ‘lessons of the past’ it becomes possible to claim that ‘we learned these lessons’. Instead of ongoing critical self-reflection, self-reflection is replaced by self-compliment. Others can now be excluded as being morally inferior because they have not learned these lessons. Thus, it is exactly because one speaks ‘of the noose’ that one can raise him-/herself above others.
This is especially virulent in the German case. Adorno’s continuous warnings of prevailing anti-democratic tendencies, even Nazi-revisionism within democracy in Germany after 1945 were absolutely necessary. Meanwhile, his assumption that ’In the house of the hangman one should not speak of the noose’ have been partly disproved after 1989. Adorno was certainly right regarding directly involved generations, but due to his psychoanalytical stance, his approach can only partly grasp developments since 1989.
Against the backdrop of the German case, this paper aims to debate one theoretical conceptualization in order to deal with the regression of perpetrator traumas. By combining Juergen Habermas’ theory of communicative action and Jeffrey Alexander’s cultural theory, such a theoretical tool should be constructed. It will be argued that even a Habermasian approach needs to acknowledge a cultural dimension in order to construct identity. At the same time, a cultural theory alone runs into danger of becoming relativist. Thus, while Alexander’s theory will help to explain the cultural code of post-war Germany, Habermas’ concept of ‘societal learning’ will enable a critical validation of identity formations. It will be discussed if such a synthesis is able to blend partly contradictory approaches. Further, it has to be asked to what extend such a synthesis is able to reflect reality at all. This, finally, raises the question of whether the move form Freudian trauma- to cultural trauma theory can sublate the critical impetus of Adorno’s crucial warning.
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	Title:
	Mrs Brown, You've Got a Lovely Ova: (Re)Framing the subject of IVF. 


Abstract

Who is the primary subject of the narrative of IVF? The 'infertile couple' or the sperm and egg; the embryo or the hoped-for child? Since the birth of Louise Brown in 1978, in vitro fertilisation has moved from extreme intervention for blocked fallopian tubes, to a relatively mainstream procedure enacted upon women who are often not themselves infertile. At the same time, the IVF story has moved from a focus on the intrepid doctors to a focus on the intrepid embryo, but the woman herself still hardly appears. Where, then, does this position the woman whose body must produce the egg to produce the embryo to produce the child?
Using an analysis drawn from social movements theory, this paper will analyse the way the subject of IVF was framed by two actors on the assisted reproduction stage --  PROGRESS (a coalition of doctors and others promoting further research into IVF), and FINRRAGE (Feminist International Network of Resistance to Reproductive and Genetic Engineering) -- and how these opposing subjectivities were reflected in their strategies and tactics in the battle against the 1984/5 Unborn Children (Protection) Bill banning embryo research, the defeat of which paved the way for the creation of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA).
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	Title:
	Regulating carbon emission in architecture: A sociotechnical investigation 


Abstract
Concern about global warming has shifted the energy efficiency of buildings into the limelight of government(s’) policy-making in recent decades. The UK government has – often in tune with European efforts – substantially increased the regulatory requirements for energy-saving technology in buildings and current targets include achieving ‘carbon zero’ status for all new dwellings from 2016.
This presentation will examine the impact of regulation on the building design process from a sociological perspective. As the scope and complexity of regulations are augmented, enforcement increases the need for regulators. However, the numbers of regulators have not grown accordingly. Evidence from semi-structured interviews with architects suggests that regulatory interpretation and enforcement is increasingly taken on by project architects, who come to act as if they were street level bureaucrats as part of their wider project remit. Instead of being in the hands of the state, the detailed interpretation and application of regulation is often in the hands of professional designers. Thereby architects act as regulators of energy efficiency in building design.
The key focus of this presentation is on the sociotechnical co-evolution between energy-saving strategies in buildings and architectural regulation.  Drawing on the case study of a primary school, it will show how designers choose between different energy-saving strategies to meet regulatory targets. Recent shifts away from prescriptive and towards performance-based regulations open this process up to a large plurality of design responses. Enlarging opportunities for different technological responses often adds complexity to the work of designers. Similarly, the convoluted nature of the regulatory enforcement tools, which are now usually software-based, adds to the complexity of designing. Consequentially, even in moderate to small projects architects rely on a network of other professionals, such as engineers, specialist consultants and specialist designers. As architects attempt to delegate issues around energy efficiency to other professionals, they often struggle to maintain control over wider design decisions. The division of labour between those who apply energy technology through design becomes an issue of conflict. More and more specialists compete for taking on the tasks of street-level regulators of energy efficiency. This paper will use a science and technology studies approach to examine how the street-level regulation of energy efficiency is contested. It will show how individual design actors position themselves in a project-specific network to interpret and apply regulation. In conclusion, it will argue that further research could contribute to a better understanding of the co-evolution of energy-efficiency strategies, regulation and the division of labour in architectural design.
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	Title:
	Prevention of marginalizing processes in adult district psychiatry – renegotiating “best treatment practice” and professional subject positions


Abstract
This paper discusses re-accentuated ways of practicing psychiatric treatment from a personnel and managerial point of view. It will investigate the situated enactments of the psychiatric prevention and treatment approach Open Dialogue. Open Dialogue has theoretical roots in constructionist language theory (e.g. Gergen) and systemic therapy (e.g. the Milanoschool; Selvini-Palazzoli et al.). I suggest that a central purpose and motivation factor of this treatment approach is connected with the existential project of every single member of personnel. Through examples of analysis the paper attempts to show that in order to be an Open Dialogue staff member it is necessary to get constituted as a staff member in the search of ones own integrity. This is a prerequisite in order to be able to meet the patient “where she is” and in order to show “respect”, rather than being an “expert” and rather than meeting patients primarily as objectified diagnoses.
I will explore how situated and local enactments of these treatment ideals, for example dissolving the role of expert have complex constitutive effects and create alternative subject positions for the professionals involved. In other words I will discuss how situated ways of becoming psychiatric member of personnel is connected with the enactments of ideals in Open Dialogue. 
The analysis draws on empirical material collected through observations, interviews and videos dealing with different aspects of the daily work of the psychiatric personnel that has introduced Open Dialogue treatment in the district psychiatry. The paper presents an in-depth analysis that focuses on the relational character of Open Dialogue in the respect that the treatment approach and the personnel constantly (re-) produce each other. 
The analysis indicates that the introduction of Open Dialogue treatment creates a possibility to construct a story about oneself, that facilitates the staff development as self-managing professional, in line with modern management strategies, where governing strategies are made invisible, and where management strategies are converted to individual existential projects. A central argument is that the individual ethical project of the introduction of a new treatment approach melts together with psychiatric treatment. There is no longer a primary focus on the crucial balance between care and coercion in psychiatric treatment and prevention, but what is at stake is rather sustaining a balance between professionalism and individual existential ethical considerations.
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	Title:
	The Ghostly Reader: The Reciprocal Haunting of Sylvia Plath 


Abstract
This paper aims to explore the notion of haunting; namely the idea that not only does Sylvia Plath haunt her readers, but that her readers reciprocate this very haunting. The exploration of the various ways Sylvia Plath’s readers manifest this haunting will involve analysing stories of place, pilgrimage, objects, time and productivity. Drawing on work carried out by feminist scholars such as Annette Kuhn and Valerie Walkerdine, this paper will draw upon examples of ‘creative autobiography’ as a method of exploring how people engage in self narration, self mythologizing and the retrieval and retelling of memories.
In what ways do the readers of Plath include her in their life stories? What role does narcissism, identification, introjection and projection play in our choice of icon? This paper will question whether psychoanalytic theory alone can explain the phenomenon occurring between Plath and her readers.
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	Who is Networking and For What Means?  Rethinking Networked Sociality through the Online Hospitality Network Couchsurfing.com 


Abstract
This paper underscores the impact of a growing method of sociability among the post-industrial middle class – coined by Wittel as Networked Sociality. This paper updates the concept by accepting that networked sociality exists as a practice, but seeks an answer for the question: who, exactly, is social networking, and for what means are they doing so? This paper focuses on a group of culturally creative, mobile cosmopolitans – users of the online social hospitality network Couchsurfing.com – in order to understand networked sociality in-practice. 
By drawing from the example of users of the online social networking website Couchsurfing.com, which allows a user to search for accommodation in the home of other members of the network, the concept of networked sociability is presented as not strictly a means of gaining social or economic capital. In practice, certain users focus rather on the experiential aspects of sociability, rather than simply on the expansion of one’s network. Though data analysis and empirical observation, we come to understand that networked sociality is also a way of experiencing a sense of co-presence among two individuals. This research suggests that there is a relation between occupation and type of networked sociality one engages in: that the more ephemeral one’s occupation is – as a cultural creative, a multitasker, a mobile worker – the more engaged one will be in non-utilitarian-based contact making. 
Key Concepts: hospitality networks, networked sociality, intimacy, mobility, Internet, Couchsurfing
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	Title:
	Investigating the dynamic between how science communicates with society through the case of GMOs in Italy and the UK 


Abstract
This paper considers the case of GMOs, in Italy and the United Kingdom, and studies the process of communication between public opinion and science. However, instead of focusing on science and trying to analyse how it can improve the way it communicates with society, as has usually been done, this paper will look at science as the end of this communication process and the general public as the initiator. The aim of this paper is to try to shed some light on this process of communication by using this quite different approach.   
Having noticed that the process of communication of science, both inside and outside the community of scientists, is central to the construction of scientific knowledge, meaning that science’s future is largely determined by this process, the study of how science and society communicate has became a very interesting topic for several social scientists. 
In particular, after the Second World War, as a consequence of the institutionalization of the relationship between the government and science, the dialectic between science and society has become an indispensable component of every democratic society. 
On one side, the increase in influence of non-expert groups’ on the development of science has brought scientists to need more and more support from the public. On the other hand, society in general, and the various publics in particular,  have started to feel as a necessity to be able to exercise a more direct control over science, whose presence, as a matter of fact, has been exponentially growing in our lives (Greco, 2003).  
During the last few decades several advancements have been made in this field of research and various approaches have been proposed, from the Public Understanding of Science (PUS, 1985) though the Public Engagement with Science and Technology (PEST) movement (2002), to the ‘public dialogue’ philosophy (UK, 2000). However, no agreement has been reached until now about how science and society should communicate to each other and about what kinds of problems occur usually in this communication process. 
In order to reflect on this topic this paper examines public opinion on genetically modified foods, and investigates the direction of agricultural biotechnology studies over the last 15 years in Italy and the United Kingdom. To analyze public opinion this paper combines the results of the Eurobarometer surveys on biotechnology with content analysis of opinion leading newspapers; while to study the state of affairs of agricultural biotechnology it merges together the quantitative analysis of field trials, patents and publications database, and qualitative semi-structured interviews with scientists and researchers in this area.
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Abstract
A death in Scotland is usually followed by a funeral, at which family and friends gather to mark the death.  Generally, they are assisted in this by professionals, who are employed for their expertise in specific aspects of the funeral process.  The funeral ceremony takes place on a specific day at a particular time, and this specificity means that all who wish to attend know when to turn up.
Familiarity with time and its taken for granted nature allows the setting of a time and date that all can understand, but this familiarity can also mask the complexities of time and human experiences of it.  The funeral ceremony will almost certainly begin and end during the space of one hour as reckoned by the clock, but that hour will be experienced as both long and short, and for some people present time will seem to stand still.
Crematorium attendants and grave diggers have a time frame within which they must work.  The funeral director must ensure that the funeral party arrive and depart in good time, allowing for traffic problems or tardy relatives; he may also have other appointments that day.  The minister conducting the service has ritual tasks to carry out that will have no obvious relationship to clock time, but he must keep within the time limits set and he, also, may have other appointments to keep.  
For the deceased mortal time has stopped, while the bereaved may have no sense of time at all.  Other mourners have different concerns, such as the need to return to work, coupled, perhaps, with a sense that this is too important an occasion to spend it watching the clock.  Many funeral ceremonies will look back to the past and the life of the deceased, giving space for mourners to contemplate their own memories.  Depending on the faith perspective of the funeral, it may also look ahead to eternal life for the deceased.
Experiences of time, therefore, vary greatly.  Drawing on doctoral research into contemporary Scottish funerals, this paper will explore some of those differing experiences of time and the part they play in the funeral ceremony.
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Abstract
The sharing of meals at the table has long been acknowledged as a fundamental human act and the quintessence of sociality. The complex shifts of the past decades have re-organized the way we eat and prepare our food and have re-located eating in various places often far away from those shared tables. While these changes have been accommodated in multiple ways by individuals and industries alike, they equally brought about laments of waning values and tastes in a society weaned on immediate sensations and pleasures.

The ethos of the Slow Food Movement seems to be set precisely towards countering such trends by moralizing our eating habits. Events such as taste workshops or convivial dinners train those present to compare and contrast certain foods and drinks and to perceive the multiple differences in each of them. In taking a closer look at how taste is performed, and at how it establishes various relations between products, people and places, I investigate to what extent the senses can be imparted with a subversive capacity and question whether such practices dilute dominant classifications of good taste.

Keywords: The Slow Food Movement, taste, practice
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Abstract
Although widely unrecognised in social studies, material world is an integral part of our lived worlds, and it affects and is affected by social customs and social meaning categories that underlie our thinking. For example, it is commonly argued in feminist technology studies that machines and other technical objects are mostly regarded as masculine in Western cultures (for example Lohan & Faulkner 2004, Wajcman 1991, Wajcman 2004).
The paper will draw on my current doctoral research which concerns the social and cultural domestic technology, and the design of future technologies. With both quantitative and qualitative data derived from the Internet survey (n=405), the main aim is to show how social category of gender is used in assessing and giving meanings to different domestic devices, and how these accounts are situated in wider (Western) cultural level, in which the dichotomy of female and male is present. 
In my data, all the addressed technologies were somewhat gendered, but some were also considered more feminine than masculine. The most commonly gendered objects were hairdryer and washing machine, both of which were considered rather unanimously feminine. Also stereo equipment, computer, VHS player, and DVD player were seen in a gendered light, as the majority of the respondents regarded them to be more masculine. The most neutral devices, in turn, were radio, microwave oven, and refrigerator, respectively. However, these figures are not that unambiguous since many of the respondents, despite of marking the gadget to be gender neutral, still made the gender division in justifying their answer. In addition, plain numbers do not highlight how and why a specific device is gendered. Contemplating open answers of the survey indicates that there are three discoursive ways in which people depict technologies as gendered: anthropologic contamination, expertise speech, and physical dimension.
In the end of the paper I discuss also the possible implications that this kind of social science's knowledge could have in the design of future technologies. For example, is there a need for different, more feminine technologies, and how people as cultural, social, physical, and cognitive creatures could be more holistically taken into account in the design process?
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Abstract
With the current focus on interdisciplinary methodologies in soundscape research it is timely to critically evaluate some of the methods that have been utilised in this field. ‘Soundscapes’ is a term coined by R. Murray Schafer in his well-cited work “The Tuning of the World” (Schafer, 1977), to depict the acoustic environment. This paper aims to explore the recent developments in the emerging field of semio-acoustics, where the meaning attached to acoustic phenomena is used to evaluate sound quality judgements. The notion of soundscape is an approach to address the limitations found in traditional noise and quantitative based acoustics. Work is being undertaken to develop initial findings from semio-acoustics into a robust methodology for developing an understanding of soundscape perception. This work forms part of the pilot work conducted for the Positive Soundscape Project. The PSP is a multi-disciplinary investigation of soundscape perception and uses methods from sound art, acoustic ecology and social science as well as techniques from acoustics, psychoacoustics, physiology, neuro-imaging and sound quality. Initial evaluation of existing work in semio-acoustics shows how meaning and social value plays a key role in determining the acceptance of the soundscape, and in particular how traditional measurements of acoustic level (Laeq) are no longer acceptable as a metric. Through the use of an enhanced version of a Schafrian method called ‘soundwalking’, where respondents are led on a walk around an urban space focusing on the soundscape, as well as questionnaires, and lab based reproduction, the relationship between the acoustic, social and subjective is sought. This idea presents the hypothesis that soundscapes and their categorisation are socially and culturally constructed through experience and meaning. Importantly current ecological psychology research takes into account that ‘natural sound environments are always perceived within a multi-sensorial setting’, something which is obviously a key factor to consider when designing soundscape methodologies. Critical evaluation shows a number of potential flaws and assumptions in Schafer’s soundwalking and the questionnaire methodology, which will be explored in this paper. While soundwalking as a basic idea has some useful aspects that could be used as a basis to teach people how to actively listen and engage with their sound environment, it may be limited as a methodology for studying perceptions of soundscapes.  It is concluded that further research into this practice and the issues of questionnaires is necessary if a robust methodology is to be developed from it. 
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Abstract
Parts of the literature within the field of education tell us that computer enhanced learning has a positive effect on the learning environment. The Danish government has legislated the computer to be an integral part of all subjects at every level, in primary and secondary school. With this decision, that promotes digital technology to become a common element of the everyday in classrooms, the path for computer enhanced learning seems to be set. Yet, notable changes in daily practise take time, and the gap between the suggested potentials and the reality becomes increasingly apparent. I use Actor-Network Theory to focus on what actually happens when digital technology is used as an integral part of the classroom activities. The focal point of this paper concerns how technology performs in the classroom, rather than what the potentials of the technology is, or in what way it enriches the learning environment. 
The data used in this paper is part of a bigger empirical material, collected over a period of two month in relation to my PhD project, where I investigate the viability of practises around technologies in school. The concept ‘Pattern of Relations’ (Sørensen) is used to describe the formation of relations as they take form when a fifth grade class is introduced to Lego Robolab and asked to work with the material in groups. Lego Robolab is an educational product, which gives the student the possibility of building objects with Lego bricks and combinations of engines and sensors, and to control their creation through a computer program. 
The analysis works with spatial metaphors as suggested by ANT/STS researchers (Law, Mol), to create a spatial sensitivity towards the different kind of spaces wherein Robolab helps to perform certain patterns of relations. The actors - teachers, pupils, lego bricks, manuals, cables, laptops and stationary computers – stays the same within the short time span the analysis investigates. But the relations between the actor’s change, and in that, the situation transforms significantly. What becomes apparent is that maintaining a well defined relation between the different actors takes a lot of effort. The pattern of relation suggested by the teacher, materialised in a manual, is constantly challenged by other ways of relating to the material within the socio-material practise of the classroom. 
In the light of the analysis, the gap between the intended outcome of computer enhanced learning and the reality is discussed.  The changing status of actors within a pattern of relations can result in transformations and even mutations of patterns as my analysis advocates. It is therefore suggested that sensitivity towards possible collisions or convergence of patterns in digitalised classrooms, might help to highlight and explain the rather slow pace of the school’s digital crusade.
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	Gazing beyond the Void of the Fragmented Subject: Trace, Memory and Cinematic Metaphors of (Not-Yet) Hope – Towards a theory of Meromorphic Polynomial Reception 


Abstract
Ernst Bloch, the Marxist philosopher of Hope and Utopia – in his works Spuren (‘Traces’), and A Philosophy of the Future (1971), suggests a theoretical strategy to overcome the problem posed by adopting ‘either’ over-simplified objective-structural approaches, ‘or’ subjective-fragmentary approaches to understanding and generating theory. The paper will explore how Bloch offers theoretical suggestions as to how this impasse can be overcome: In the final chapter of A Philosophy of the Future, Bloch addresses the strategies adopted by the mathematician Georg Friedrich Riemann and physicist Albert Einstein in their attempts to take account of and equate for distant and fluid (i.e. shifting) points throughout the physical universe. Bloch suggests that the resultant theoretical principles established by Riemann (in relation to ‘manifold’ space), and Einstein (in relation to time & relativity) can be utilised to develop a new theoretical approach, one that is able to navigate between, and maintain connections with: ‘objective’ structural developments along with fluid & shifting subjective experiences. Bloch’s analysis suggests that new theoretical formations can develop from these principles in the form of a new ‘radical ontology’ of hope and ‘not-yet’ becoming(s). This paper will suggest that the same principles can be utilised and re-functioned so as to move towards re-theorising about filmic and/or cinematic projections of themes (or metaphors) of hope and utopia, ‘and’ the subjective reception(s) of these themes. 
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