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2009 Guest Lecture Series:
Reciprocal Gazes on Catalonia

Lecture 1: Monday 9 February, 3 pm (Lecture in English)
Venue: Cavendish Lecture Theatre, Lancaster University

Dr Joan-Lluis Marfany (University of Liverpool)

"A cuckoo in the nest? Castilian in Catalonia, 1500-1870"

An assessment of diglossia in Catalonia, since the early 16" century, shortly after the Crown of
Catalonia-Aragon became united with that of Castile, until the end of the 19™ century, a time of
cultural revival in Catalonia.

Lecture 2: Tuesday 10 February, 12 pm (Lecture in English)
Venue: Bowland North, Seminar Room 21, Lancaster University

Dr Joan-Lluis Marfany (University of Liverpool)

"A historian looks at sociolinguistics (and is not entirely convinced by what he sees)"

A critique of sociolinguistics taking as a departing point his own experience as a historian of diglos-
sia in Catalonia. This paper focuses particularly on the essential ambiguity of the discipline, placed
between linguistics and sociology, in the imprecision, from a sociological and historical view point,
in the use of the terms ‘language’ and ‘dialect’, and in the conceptual confusion around the ques-

tion of ‘bilingualism/diglossia’ and the idea of ‘code switching’.

Lecture 3: Wednesday 11 March, 5 pm (Lecture in English)
Venue: Bowland North, Seminar Room 14, Lancaster University

Dr Francesco Ardolino (University of Barcelona)

“Quasimodo in Catalonia”

Addressing contemporary witnesses, the lecturer will follow the itinerary of the Sicilian Nobel Prize
for Literature Salvatore Quasimodo during his visit to Barcelona in 1961. Passages from dia-

ries, newspaper articles and interviews of those who still remember this stay will be assessed to
reconstruct the cultural stages of a trip carried out by one of the Italian writers who most influ-
enced Catalan literature in the second half of the 20th century.

Lecture 4: Tuesday 10 March, 5 pm (Lecture in Catalan)
Venue: Bowland North, Seminar Room 21, Lancaster University

Dr Francesco Ardolino (University of Barcelona)

“Italian 'Futurismo' in Catalonia: Reception and misunderstandings”

The word 'futurisme’ entered the world of Catalan literature five years before the publication of
Marinetti's manifesto and this coincidence originated a series of misunderstandings. Later on,
when Catalan ‘futurisme’ had already done away with any conceptual ambiguity, it acquires a se-
ries of features that distance it from the Italian original and allow it to assimilate influences from
other Avantgarde movements in the early 20th century.

Organized by the ‘Peripheral Identities’ research group (Department of European Languages and Cultures).
With the support of the Erasmus teaching exchange programme.
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