Founders and personal research interests

Peripheral Identities (http://www.lancs.ac.uk/projects/peripheral/) was launched in 2001 by Frederic Barberà and Kathryn Crameri. The special issue of National Identities which they were commissioned as guest editors, Peripheral Identities in the Iberian Context (2002), illustrates the early international impact of this research project, which has since continued with Barberà’s updated Catalan edition of Daniele Conversi’s book The Basques, the Catalans and Spain (2004), and the pubication of two chapters by Barberà and Crameri in Nations and Nationalisms in Global Perspective (ABC CLIO, US), published in May 2008.

Partly due to this successful outcome, Barberà recently obtained a grant from the Institut Ramon Llull (Barcelona) to launch the project Barcelona through its Writers and Cultural Agents, which entails the study of the evolution in the city’s literary production and cultural tradition since the early 20th century. Within this project, Barberà is currently working on the book Barcelona since the war. The interviews that will be an appendix to this book are currently being published weekly by the Barcelona newspapers El Punt (Presència) and Catalonia Today. The next stage in this project addresses the forging of modern Catalan culture before the Civil War, with special attention to Germany. On this front, the support of the Freie Universität, Berlin, will be crucial.
Barberà also holds an interest in 20th-century narratives, with special attention to cultures in contact, of which his book Gabriel Miró and Catalan Culture (2004), on a writer in Castilian from Catalan-speaking Alicante who lived in the Barcelona of Noucentisme, is an example. The book has enjoyed a good reception, and its Spanish translation will soon be published. With Prof. Ian Macdonald from Aberdeen University, Barberà has also edited Miró’s complete epistolary, due to appear shortly. More recently, another grant allowed him to produce a second book, Baltasar Porcel o l’òptica aberrant sobre el món.  Prosa de ficció (1958-2004). Published in December 2007.
