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S1
Miss Simpson er I’d like to know er, er what you ex- expect from the assistants in <name> school.
T1
 OK, erm basically I see the foreign language assistant role as supplementing what the teacher does in the classroom and generally giving the, the students an opportunity to practise, erm in small groups sometimes or sometimes in the whole class situation the language that they’ve been practising… and <pause> obviously it’s going to sort of depend on the key stages etcetera what you do, whether you're involved inside the classroom or out etcetera but I see it as supplementing what the teacher does, and being able to give some real authentic language experience to the student.
S1
[simul: mm-hmm – OK - mm] Mmm, OK. Er and when I am to work with you on Wednesday morning er do you expect me to… work with you in the classroom or will I go with the pupils in another room?

T1
OK. Erm, but this this year’s quite strange in that I have got a Year 10 class and that I think is going to be my only contact with you erm, just simply because of my timetable this year.  Generally with Years 7, 8, 9 classes I would say I often have the foreign language assistant in the classroom, whether it’s working with small groups in the classroom or whether it’s working with a particular individual or whether it’s team teaching, that was generally how I would use the assistant in key stage 3.  Key stage 4, it it very much sort of depends on the ability of the student, the Year 10 French class I have this year is a top set group so I would see that primarily as working outside of the, the lesson, erm for 2 reasons, firstly it’s a top set group and I want them to have sort of either paired or small groups of 4, I want them to have the opportunity to do lots of individual small group work, erm, oral work basically because you know they do get quite shy about speaking out in the lesson.  Erm and also because this school being a wee training school we have lots of trainee teachers in this school as well, so erm, y’know, it- I I can sort of use the trainee teacher in terms of team teaching as well. Y’know it would sort of get a bit complicated having lots and lots of people in the classroom so with that particular class I would say most of the, the time you’ll be working with them outside.
S1
[simul: mm-hmm - mm-hmm - mm-hmm - mm-hmm – OK - mm-hmm – mm mm-hmm – yes, yes – mm-hmm – yes – yes] OK. And er about the topics that you are doing to do with them, will you tell me in advance or will you tell me on the day?

T1
Erm my aim is usually to tell you in advance. There may be odd occasions when I’m really sort of busy or pressed or rushed and it might be on the day but it wont ever be anything sort of hugely complicated, erm it will be specific questions, and I think in the lesson you saw erm the students using the SB or OR method which is sort of state developed <? loud noise of students shouting throughout this speech> so it’s a case of sort of wanting you to get extended answers out of the students, and that would be erm the main reason so I might only give you 4 or 5 questions to ask, or the students might actually be asked to erm erm give a presentation to you on a particular topic but using the the method that they that that I’ve been giving them in order to develop their oral work.
S1
[simul: mm-hmm – yes <laughs> - mm-hmm - yeah – yes – yeah – yes mm-hmm – OK] mm-hmm

T1
OK?

S1
OK thank you. 

T1
OK

S1
Er c’etait <name> school, with the assistante de francais and Miss Simpson responsable des assistants.  Jeudi 4 Novembre 2004.

