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T1
OK

S1
OK, I wanted to ask you a few things about the exam of the sixth formers?

T1
Yup

S1
Um, first bit of the writing exam?

T1
Mm-hmm

S1
Because Bri- er Brielle says to me she has to retake a writing exam and she wants me to help her-

T1
[Simul: To help] her yeah. Brielle did AS level in year- at the end of year 12, and she didn’t do very well on the writing exam, er,  and so she is able to retake that particular part of the exam in January. Er, in in just over a months time. Um, she’s got to write on two topics, one is immigration in France, and the other is mass media in France. And it’s very important that she should be- it should be linked to France. So what I suggested that she does is that she- erm I’ve given her a few essay titles um and I’ve told her to have a go at them herself. And in I’ve asked her to come and speak to you, and to show you show er you what she’s written and between the two of you, if you could-  could not just correct it, but come up with nice sounding phrases which she could use, and if you can point her in the right direction for using nice French phrases which make is sound real French, then that would be v- very helpful for her.

S1
[Simul: Hmm] Yeah, but what? What sort-it - what sort- it- because she’s asked me to to give her subjects, but what sort of subjects- just like a question like er, um ‘does the radio have an importance in France?’

T1
[Simul: yup- well- yeah- it ] well it is very vague, yes, I’ve actually spoken to her today and I’ve given her some titles for example, I think one of the titles is <pause> erm <pause> ‘talk about- write about two forms, two forms of- of media and say how it may affect you’ so it it’s really quite vague. But if you- and she doesn’t have to write a lot, she has to write about 150 to 200 words. So if you could help her with nice sounding phrases, which- and and also with accuracy obviously, that would be quite useful- and erm when she produces the stuff, if you could show it to me as well so between the two of us we could have a look and make sure that it really does the job

S1
[Simul: Hmm - Oh OK – Mmm - yeah] Yeah and eh, is there is other one of the sixth-formers left <sound of glass moving> which has- who has to take the exam in January?

T1
Not in January no, Brielle’s the only one. Um, the other sixth-formers in year 12 will take an exam in May, and they will do a similar one to Brielle- a writing paper, but they’ll also do a listening and a reading paper and a- there’s of course a speaking exam they’ve got to do and they- they likewise have to talk on certain topics which we- we need- with year 12 we need a little bit more time yet, but I will ask them to come and discuss the topic areas with you and you obviously can help quite a lot <?> in- in the phrasing and the way they- if you could also get them used to- to- to holding an argument or holding a discussion. You know, useful phrases like ‘I think that’ or ‘in my opinion’ or er ‘I disagree with you’, all those sorts of phrases that you might use when you’re discussing a-a <?> with somebody

S1
[Simul: Hmm] Hmm yeah I’ve already made debates- some debates but it’s not really- it’s a bit difficult because they’re all- all by group of two it’s not easy to make debates

T1
[Simul: Yes - Yes] With just a couple of them it will be a bit difficult. Perhaps we could put a few groups together and stage a proper debate and I think that that would be very useful
S1
[Simul: Yeah - mm] Another problem with sixth-form <noise> or the one I have- the number I have is really reduced, because um only four of them come now? 

T1
Yup yeah

S1
I think Sarah have given up 

T1
She has, yes 

S1
Um, Amelia has given up, er I’ve never see Janet
T1
Janet has also given up. She she she’s got a problem of of er chronic illness which keeps coming back. She had it last year er and didn’t completely recover <?> looks as though it’s continued so it’s very sad, I don’t think she’s going to make- make it. Um perhaps we’d better look at your timetable again to see if we can readjust things to to take that into account

S1
[Simul: And… - OK – yeah - yeah] Um, is Alex has given up? Or-

T1
I- I don’t know for certain about that

S1
Because I already see- I only see-saw him once

T1
Yeah, yeah well he’s in year 13 and I’ve got a feeling- he’s not very strong and I’ve got a feeling that he’s actually left school. I think he may have-

S1
Oh OK

T1
But I don’t know that for certain so I will have to look into it

S1
So, OK so now I just have Stuart and er Daniel from <?>
T1
[Simul: yes yeah] Stuart needs his confidence building up

S1
Yeah

T1
He’s actually very good, but he- he’s very shy about speaking

S1
The thing is he’s-he’s with Daniel so it’s even more difficult for him to speak and he don’t want to come alone because-

T1
[Simul: it is, yes I know I know I know] No I know he’s been a bit worried about

S1
yeah. It’s sometimes really eh- ah it’s not really, not that it’s not really nice, but sometimes just I know that he don’t want to come, and sometimes I see him in the library or things and I think that he he wouldn’t have come to my class if I’ve not seen him before

T1
[Simul: Yeah, ah, no no yeah] I will have a word with him, but one of the things is do-don’t put him under pressure too much

S1
No, no, I-

T1
But, build up his confidence in understanding. Wha-when he realises that he can actually understand a real French person, then that will help boost him a bit, and I think little by little he he’ll come out of his shell

S1
[Simul: yeah] so it’s difficult to make him speak because he’s with Daniel so each time Daniel speaks, speaks, speaks-

T1
[Simul: and also Daniel does speak a lot, yeah he does] he does speak a lot I can understand that Stuart feels a little bit um- but he-he’s very good his knowledge of grammar is- is- is- is good. He’s able to handle grammar. It’s just a shame that’s he’s so shy

S1
[Simul: mm – mm – I -  mm] I just think- I think that I’ve already been with him alone and, it’s good yeah

T1
Was he better when he was on his own?

S1
I don’t remember, it was at the beginning but I- I- I didn’t remember him just like <noise> good or um, the other thing is with Tara- is it Tara?

T1
[Simul: no] Tara

S1
Tara, I I can’t I don’t know how to make it- because I know she can make it, I know she is good

T1
[Simul: she, yes] yes she is

S1
And ah, but when they’re- when she’s with Brielle she tends to not to speak and I’ve tried to speak with her and she just- she’s always says ‘Oh I can’t I can’t, I’m not good I’m really bad’

T1
[Simul: yeah - yeah] she and she isn’t. It’s funny, it’s very strange. Um, there is- you do see her once a week by herself don’t you?

S1
[Simul: mm] Yeah, yeah, and last time, we was making the things I have make with Brielle, and she just start- she- I just thought she was she was going to cry because she just- eyes like <?> she was blocked. She can’t be able to speak so I just say ‘OK we change subject’ and I talked to to I talked her about the baccalureat in France. But  I I’ve talked almost all the hour, so I don’t know how to
T1
I’ll speak to her as well and try and- I think it might be an idea for her to come by herself really. Because she she will learn to speak when she when she’s by herself, she’s 

S1
[Simul: yeah] Yeah- and she, she said she’s going to try to find things that interest her

T1
Oh that’s good yes

S1
And because I-I said to her ‘if you don’t like what we are doing, just try to find something you like’

T1
[Simul: that’s very good - yeah] yeah if she brings along the something then, and I think yeah, yeah <?>

S1
[Simul: yeah] so last time she said she has a magazine in French but I Ididn’t see her yesterday because-

T1
No she was ill yesterday yes

S1
Um, it’s just I know she can do it and I know she is good and I want her to know that but when I say <?> ‘no you can do it’ it’s just like,  I really- I think she really thinks that she is really bad

T1
[Simul: yes -  yeah] It’s strange I don’t- I don’t really understand because she she does she can perform well occasionally

S1
So, that was it. And I’m going to to work with Brielle to see with her

T1
[Simul: yeah – yeah] Are there any other problems in your group?

S1
No, that that was all. I just, I some problems with the class of er Fiona, the class you were in last time

T1
[Simul: Oh yes] were you in with the class or did you take a group

S1
[Simul: No I] I’m I’m taking a group and er I have to make them practise a role play and really, some, I know they don’t want to make it

T1
[Simul: yeah - yeah] How many did you have?

S1
Sii-Five five…

T1
If you make a note of the names of anybody who doesn’t cooperate and I will speak to them

S1
[Simul: yeah] No, yeah it’s just like- I think- 

T1
It is a difficult class that but

S1
[Simul: yeah] Yeah I know

T1
But when I saw you with the c- the whole class I thought you were- I thought it was very very good, you were very helpful and it was nice to see

S1
[Simul: er]They are nice- they are pleased to see me but they don’t- they are not willing- it’s not that they’re naughty with me, they are really nice-

T1
Oh I see they’re not naughty?

S1
But they don’t want to work that’s all so they are making other things. They are not, they are not naughty with me just, and some of them just try to to work but the other ones don’t want, so

T1
[Simul: no] Tell them next time that Mr Widdowson has asked you to give each of them a mark out of ten and the end of the lesson for the French they speak. I think you might find that will just- I’m just saying. I’ll give you a little book and just say ‘Mr Williams has said that I- he wants me to give you a mark out of ten for how well you try and speak

S1
[Simul: Mm] Mm

T1
You may find that that will make a difference and they will then try

S1
[Simul: yeah] The thing is there is- there is the difficult one, but some of them they make noise but they they try to work, some of them really don’t care so when they are mixed and it’s difficult because maybe 3 were going to talk and make things um too awkward to try and um the thing that annoys me the most it’s when two of them are making the role play and the other ones don’t listen

T1
Yes

S1
It’s like ‘please listen to them!’ and that’s really- and because er with all the other class I don’t have problems I just like don’t know how to behave because the way I behave with the other ones don’t work with them because they…

T1
Well look I mean if they if they do misbehave you can send them back immediately or send them to me

S1
[Simul: Mm] yeah

T1
Er, but if you tell them that they’ll be given a mark and that you are going to show me the mark, then you might find that that will make a difference

S1
OK

T1
Are you, have sorted things out for travelling home at Christmas?

S1
Yeah, yeah, yeah I have my plane ticket

T1
[Simul: You’ve booked your plane ticket] So you you’re alright as far as that’s concerned. There’s a chance, in fact a very good chance we, as a department will go for a Christmas meal and um, I know Alex is going to trying to arrange it, so I will pay for that for you

S1
[Simul: Oh yeah?] Oh

T1
If you can come along for that night, I don’t know which night he’s decided on. But whichever it is, and it’s normally very nice, you know towards Christmas er, but if you can come along that would be rather nice. I- I treat the assistants to drinks… <?>

S1
Oh, Thank you

T1
<Laugh> so you don’t need to worry about that. If you can come along. But Alex is, I know is trying to sort out dates

S1
[Simul: yeah] Yeah I have one thing, my mum, she she’s a teacher in a school, in a college in France and she asked me if I can ask, er because the English teacher in the school they are trying- they are trying to find a school to make exchange in England. They wanted to ask if it’s possible, or not…?

T1
[Simul: Oh is she – yeah - Oh yeah yeah yeah - Well] It it’s difficult, we we officially have a link, with St-Jean-De-Braye, with the collège and I’ve got a very good friend who actually teaches in that school. Um, and but we haven’t run the exchange for a couple for years now because we found it very difficult here recruiting people to go, children are are reluctant to go, because they- I don’t know, I think they’re afraid, um and we- we always have difficulty getting enough people who want to go. The last time we- we managed to get just 25, er which really isn’t enough for the French school as although it’s a small school, they can bring whole classes  er and they get whole classes. Whereas here in England, erm children- it’s a bit- they don’t like taking a risk, er so it is quite difficult. I mean in principle it’s a nice idea, but we do have this link with this this school already, and if we, if we run the exchange, we really, because it’s also the town’s twin, er March is twinned with St-Jean-De-Braye, so we really have to go with them. So but, so you can explain to your mum, ‘thank you very much for the offer, we we would have like-‘ it it’s a collège is it?

S1
[simul: mm – yeah -  oh OK] Yes it’s a collège,er it’s for it would be for the year 10, the year 10

T1
[Simul: yeah. -  well you] see that’s the problem, we we we could we could never get enough people from year 10. Although we’re quite a big school, we’d never be able to get enough people in year 10 to make it worth your while. What we have to do is we have to recruit from every year in the school and with great difficulty we managed what we <?> to get 25, and quite often that includes sixth-formers as well

S1
[Simul: yeah - mm] But seeing as that in France it’s separate so if you go to a college it would not be for sixth-formers people would not go there

T1
[Simul: yeah, that’s right] well what we do with St-Jean-De-Braye, is that we go to a college for most of them, but also know the people at the lycée <?>. But we can never get more than 25 throughout the school, so it’s always embarrassing for us and difficult to to to recruit. If you can explain to your mum, it’s not because we don’t want to, but-

S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah I’ve already said] that the … but uh yeah, in France it’s the contrary <?>
T1
[Simul: it it it’s the- yeah I know] it’s a shame, it it it er because the exchange for those who go, it’s always very successful, they always enjoy themselves and it’s always very successful and we agree with it obviously <?> . I mean there’s no difficulty in getting them to go on a trip if they all go together and stay together, it’s no difficulty, but it’s the idea of going out into families which seems to frightens them

S1
[Simul: mm – yeah - yeah] frightened by the French people

T1
No not necessarily the fr-! It’s the same with Germany as well, we’ve tried with Germany, it’s…

S1
OK

T1
Is there anything else Claire?

S1
No that’s all

T1
<?>

S1
Thank You

