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S1
Let’s go <laughs> So, do you want to start? <laughs> OK.
T1
[Simul: Well] my my feelings Emilie are you’ve really participated well in the department, you feel part of the team and you erm are popular with the kids, the kids enjoy going to see you, and certainly Years Nine and Ten really <?> you, erm Year Eleven less so but I think that’s simply because they’re very close to the end, they’re just some of them <??>
S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm - oh that’s nice – mm-hmm – yeah] There was just these two these two girls, you know Ashley and er
T1
Rebecca.
S1
Rebecca <laughs> I think I have had them for ten times now <laughs> no, not ten but er, each time ‘I want to work’ but we are working you know, when they come with me, we are working on their presentations it’s really it’s really because they want to 

T1
To do well.

S1
To do, yeah

T1
Well yeah.
S1
so er because there are some who just want to go out of the classroom as well I think, it must be, but erm…
T1
But you have you have erm really really erm, you’ve put a lot of thought into what you do as well.
S1
Yeah I tried, yeah, yeah to do that, but erm what I find hard sometimes is because we had no room or ah yes on euh on Wednesday morning, I had no room to go with the pupils so we had to go in the… dining room, but it was OK in the end we just go in the dining room, take a table and take four chairs and that’s all right, let’s do it.

T1
Yeah, unfortunately that’s how school is sometimes.
S1
[Simul: ‘cause obviously - Yes, - I know.] Really.
T1
But you are you’re very flexible.

S1
Yes I think, I have to in this school <laughs> no

T1
[Simul:Yes] No and you do, yeah absolutely.

S1
[Simul: Yeah] that’s right, have to be er flexible, because lots of things you have to do.

T1
And you you you’re very patient and the sixth form are particularly now realizing how useful you are.
S1
Yes <?>
T1
As they get closer to their exams, it’s suddenly dawned on them that you know Emilie can help them here erm and that’s brilliant.
S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] And I feel yeah and I feel really I mean I have I don’t know if you say that in English, to feel useful?

T1
Mm-hmm.

S1
To feel that I am useful, for for them to prepare their exams,

<Announcement over the tannoy>

even for GCSE, the presentations and the questions and I really feel useful because er you know even if I have the pupils just ten or fifteen minutes we can do a lot and I can help them with their pronunciation and er and er yeah, some vocabulary <?> I just say ah oui, it’s better if you do that.  And I really see the the result, even if it’s ten or fifteen minutes I can see that I have helped them and it’s er useful for them so…

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – mm-hmm] What do you think has worked well ?

S1
I think er yeah, this, each time I have the pupils for, to practise their questions for the GCSE grade and for the presentations even  GCSE and in in the Year in the Year Twelve for the Year Twelve and the Year Thirteen <??> I think it’s really good that I’m here <laughs> because it’s erm, the pupils er yeah, they appreciate it and erm, they they really improve each time so yeah but it’s I think it’s a little bit frustrated at the same time because there’s a lot to do and er you would like to spend you know two hours with each pupils and try to make them perfect and you can’t at the same time.

T1
[Simul: Yeah - And I think] erm you’ve be en very good in that you’ve also given up some of your own free time erm <?> getting renumeration for that for, to help Kate.
S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Yes. Yes, Kate yeah.

T1`
And she really needs somebody like you to work with her

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
one to one, erm, so that she can build up her confidence.

S1
Yes she really did yeah, this private lesson, yeah.  Yeah that’s right, and er now that er I can help her as well, for for the exam, that is a good thing, ‘cause she has not enough time, otherwise and not enough er, not enough teachers who can do that with her…

T1
That’s the problem.

S1
So, that’s the problem <?>
T1
[Simul: That’s the problem] there’s no room on the timetable.

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
And…

S1
Yeah.

T1
It, yeah.

S1
And is she…

T1
She’s very grateful.

S1
Is she going to er, to the exam this…when, when is she going to the exam <?>

T1
[Simul: Highly likely] January.

S1
January.

T1
Not this summer I don’t think.

S1
You don’t think so?  Don’t you think it’s better if she tries and then…

T1
The problem is she has to pay for it.

S1
Oh, she has to pay for it? OK.

T1
Yeah, yeah.

S1
[Simul: Oh] Would you have to pay for it <?>

T1
Because she’s doing it at the <?> it’s additional.
S1
Ah.  So how much is it?

T1
<?>

S1
Oh la la. 

T1
So she, and Kate is the kind of girl who will want to do something and do it well.

S1
Yes, mm-hmm.

T1
And also she’s because she’s got her GCSEs this summer, I don’t want to jeopardise her results there, I think it would be better to wait until she’s got a bit more time

S1
Mm-hmm.
T1
to make sure her confidence her confidence has really grown and her speaking’s <?> as well.
S1
Yeah, yeah.

T1
And the listening she’s finding hard.

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
She’s finding the listening very hard.

S1
Ah.

T1
It’s a big leap, GCSE to AS Level.

S1
That’s right, yeah, it’s too it’s too wide, yes, too big, yeah.

T1
Well I mean I think I think you’ve had a really good range of year groups.

S1
Yeah.

T1
Year Nine through to Year

S1
Mm-hmm

T1
Twelve and Thirteen, erm, you’ve done a really good range of activities and games, <?> their own work erm and the kids’ve really responded.

S1
[Simul: Yeah – Mm-hmm] Yeah, that’s good.  I’m happy <?>.

T1
[Simul: You’ve] obviously enjoyed it.

S1
I’ve…yeah, I’ve really enjoyed it and you know each time the pupils they surprise me, you know I do the activity and then you know you have to try if it’s going all right as you as expected and most of the time I didn’t want to I didn’t want to expect something before you know?  I wanted to see how it goes and then, but each time erm, most of the pupils they make they make the effort, you know?  I mean there is only one or two who are a bit reluctant to do something, most of the time they are really happy to to try, even just to have a try and <?>, even shy, you know shy shy girls you know who doesn’t want to come with you.
T1
[Simul: Yeah - good] But that’s because you’re in small groups

S1
Yeah you know and I really remember

T1
[Simul: Erm] You’re very good at motivating.

S1
Yeah, yes because it’s good for them so…as long as I know that it is good for them.

T1
Mm-hmm.

S1
I’m interested.  I remember that they I think it was Year, I think it was Year Ten, there was these girls, that had never been with me before and who didn’t want to come and I say ‘Come on, you will have fun’ it was er she was in er, er….

T1
Kirsty?

S1
Kirsty, yeah.  She didn’t want to come and I said ‘Come on, you will have a try and see how it goes’ and then she she went with me and we did a game, it was a cards you know ‘Memory’, like ‘Memory’, you have to match two cards and then she said ‘Oh yes it was fun’ and and  then she came back to the classroom with a smile so I was happy, I was really happy <?> even if she didn’t want to come at first, then she was happy she participated.
T1
[Simul: Yeah – Yeah –Yeah] Excellent.

S1
Er, yeah, I have lots of good results er, even er yeah it’s true that the pupils are quite weak er most of the time…I think it’s because, I don’t know, they’re not really motivated, but when they are in small groups they as you say it’s really different.
T1
{Simul: Mm-hmm]It is very different.

S1
It’s totally different.  
T1
Yes.

S1
So yeah it’s nice.  I think I would find hard to teach a whole class, I would find it very, very hard. I don’t know how you cope with that but <?> very well so, I keep saying, I couldn’t do this.  I would like to try once but er it’s just ow, oh, good luck <laughs>

T1
<laughs>

S1
I would like to try even if it was just to scare me <laughs>

T1
<laughs>

S1
But it’s totally different when you are in small groups and 

T1
Yeah, it is, it is, it’s a good experience for you.

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
A great experience.

S1
So next year, I’ll come back.

T1
That would be wonderful.

S1
<laughs> because I already know most of the pupils.

T1
That would be wonderful.

S1
Many won’t be here next year I bet…

T1
That would be fantastic, I think they’d be really happy to see you again.

S1
Yeah.

T1
I think if you do come back next year

S1
Mm-hmm

T1
They would erm probably respond more to you

S1
Yeah

T1
Because they’re familiar with you

S1
Yeah maybe yeah.
T1
And a lot of these kids don’t like change.

S1
Ah.

T1
They like the same teachers.

S1
This is a, that’s what I was wondering, because I was saying to myself maybe the pupils are used to see another teacher, different assistant every year so
T1
[Simul: Yeah – no they don’t ]  They will always compare you to the previous year.
S1
Yeah I know.

T1
And…

S1
Last year all the boys from Year Twelve they say ‘Oh the assistant last year oh she was gorgeous’ <laughs>  but they say but she didn’t understand one word of English <laughs>

T1
<laughs>

S1
This year I do understand English but I’m not er as gorgeous as she was.

T1
<laughs> But no, no, familiarity is very, they like it.  They feel comfortable with it.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Ah, yes, that’s interesting yeah.
T1
[Simul: I think you] I think you might find it in a way even easier and more rewarding next year.

S1
Yeah but it’s true that I won’t have to adapt, really, because I...

T1
[Simul: No, you know the school] you know where a lot of things are, you know a lot of the kids.

S1
 Yeah, yeah, there will be new…

T1
There will be some new years but you know the current Year Nine and the current Year Ten.

S1
Mm-hmm.  Yes er <??>

T1
Yes.

S1
And I will be able to improve my teaching skills, always need to improve, so… the only thing that I find well I find a bit negative well not negative negative ‘cause I’m flexible like you say so I don’t mind but it’s just like when they were there was no lessons in the day I was never <laughs> I never know, just on the day when I arrive at school.

T1
I know.  That’s a problem.

S1
 So next year we will have to communicate more or you know put write things on the board?

T1
Yeah.

S1
‘Teachers: er this Monday there will be no lesson <?>
T1
Yeah, yeah.

S1
You know? It’s not a problem that I came because I don’t live far…

T1
[Simul: That’s] that’s a fault on our part.

S1
You know, so, I don’t mind coming and then well there is no lesson so I come back, it’s not a big thing for me to attend, just to know it would be perhaps better.  I know you’re I know you’re busy, I know everybody’s busy in the office but maybe just write on the board you know ‘Next Tuesday there is a

<Announcement over tannoy: Mr Johnson contact Reception please.>

Special day for Year Nine or whatever <?> lesson…

T1
That’s right, sometimes Year Ten have a <?> timetable day.

S1
Yeah.

T1
Yeah.

S1
Or staff meeting, there was a staff meeting that day during the day you know? So er just these kind of things.

T1
[Simul: Yeah – Yeah] Yeah that’s more a fault on our part, erm we must yeah we must yeah <?>

S1
Yeah, I think there is a board somewhere because

T1
[Simul: Right], we’ll make you a deal

S1
Yeah

T1
I need to use the board more, you know what I’m gonna say?

S1
I won’t be late <laughs>

T1
<laughs>

S1
That’s one of my, but you know, my er, I put my alarm clock very early this morning and I say now I’m gonna put my alarm clock at fifteen to seven.

T1
Quarter to seven?

S1
Go off, yeah, quarter to seven and then, because I have to, I don’t know how long it takes to <?> no, but I’ll put my alarm clock very early and it will be all right, I’m sorry for, I’m really sorry for that…
T1
No no.
S1
And I feel I really feel guilty about that, but anyway, I will, I’m going to change.
T1
<laughs>

S1
I’m going to change, I will change that.  So OK we do that then.
T1
Is that a deal?

S1
That’s a good deal.

T1
That is a good deal.

S1
That is a very good deal.  Ah OK, I like it, yeah, great.  So, erm, so yeah that’s the reason erm the only thing is that er <??> <laughs> what was very good is that we have very good erm, oh, you know erm, between us, you know, between teachers of languages…
T1
Atmosphere?

S1
Yeah, it’s a good atmosphere.

T1
It is a good atmosphere, yeah.

S1
It’s a very good <?>
T1
Relaxed atmosphere.

S1
Yeah.  Very friendly.

T1
Yeah.

S1
And I feel you know I feel very happy to come to work because of that, because it is very important.

T1
Yeah, it is.

S1
It is.

T1
It is.

S1
 So I find it you know…
T1
And no everybody’s very grateful.

S1
You’ve never been?

T1
Everybody’s very grateful

S1
Oh

T1
for the work you do and we all know how hard the job is.

S1
Yeah.

T1
Yeah no it is relaxed, it’s nice.
S1
Mm-hmm, it’s yeah and people just don’t take for granted …just so I really appreciate that.  It’s different with the other staff… I didn’t really talk to the other teachers.

T1
[Simul: No they don’t ] No, many of them probably aren’t aware who you…though they should know who you are.

S1
But they don’t really know what…They don’t have the time, they have things to talk between them and it’s only, yeah, it’s a little bit sad, it’s it’s sad because we could share things but er

T1
[Simul: No, they don’t realize…] Everyone’s always so pressurised and time is…
S1
I know it is.
T1
Lunch is half an hour, it goes so quick.

S1
Exactly.

T1
Sometimes I don’t go in the staff room at all.
S1
I know, yeah.
T1
<?>
S1
Yeah, that’s the main thing, ‘cause all the teachers have all their problems in their mind they have to deal with, they have to talk about to other teachers and they don’t have time to…for a foreign assistant <laughs> don’t have time for that, no but I really understand, so… Yeah, maybe it’s because I don’t really first step as well you know… I’m a little bit shy I suppose.

T1
It’s not easy.

S1
It’s not easy

T1
I know.

S1
Because you know I can speak English with them and say ‘hello, my name is Emilie’ <laughs>  
T1
<laughs>

S1
Oh they know.  It’s not a big thing, it’s not a big thing, so yeah, mm-hmm.

T1
OK.

S1
Yeah.  Have you got anything else?
T1
I don’t think so, not that I can think of, no?

S1
We have to talk about <?> middle school. 

T1
Well how?
S1
Middle school is cool, it’s okay er…
T1
There’s Elizabeth to talk to there.
S1
Yeah we talk yeah but now I’m with the the other teacher, Miss Courtney?  I don’t remember her first name…
T1
Jane?

S1
Oh yes, that’s it, <laughs> you know better than me, an hour with her, very bad, yeah Jane, so yeah, it’s been all right as well, they’re a young girl <?>
T1
They’re keen, they must be keen.
S1
Yeah, there are some pupils, I’d…to slap them in the face, but er, ah yes, one day they are very rude, that girl, yeah but they were ten years old, but they were just so disrespectful.
T1
Oh.

S1
And then I didn’t help them again, so…but the others are serious, yes <laughs> and they speak, they speak quite well.

T1
Mm-hmm.

S1
Mm-hmm and they love to play games.

T1
It’s nice a bit of variety.

S1
Mm-hmm…and we talk about the culture, football, <?> football to boys <laughs> ‘cause I’m a fan of French football of course, and yeah that’s all, I think I have nothing else to…say, er, ah maybe I will erm one day, I will clean the the office <laughs> tidy up.
T1
No, no, no, there’s no point.  The office is always a mess.

S1
[Simul: No] It’s always a mess.

T1
<?>
S1
I just want you…
T1
It got decorated last year, a new carpet.

S1
Ah.

T1
Mm-hmm.  No it’s just no no not to er  ti, tidy up but just the newspaper, there is too much newspapers and we don’t use them.

T1
Mm-hmm <?>
S1
Do we?  
T1
No we don’t.

S1
Do you?  Because I I would like to use them but I don’t know what…
T1
[Simul: Well maybe] maybe in summer when Year Eleven’ve left, you could er, last year the assistant she went through a lot of the resources and threw away the stuff that wasn’t used and then she made some new stuff.

S1
She made?

T1
Made some stuff yes, erm, so maybe in the summer you could use your time when <?> Year Eleven, ‘cause Year Eleven will have left, you could use your time to to look through the <?>
S1
But I don’t work in the summer.

T1
No, in erm June.

S1
Ah, in June.  I don’t work in June.

T1
When do you finish?

S1
Twenty-first of May.

T1
Ah.  Twenty-first of May, ah.
S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
I’m sure she was here later, maybe she wasn’t.  Oh right, OK.

S1
I can’t be I can’t be er I can’t be working one month, er more, one more month, I mean it’s a question.

T1
Can you work one month more?  
S1
Yeah, can I work?

T1
I don’t know.  
S1
You don’t know.

T1
I don’t know, you’d have to find out <?> I don’t know.

S1
Because in some schools, in another school in Ipswich there is this assistant who has asked or who has been asked to stay one more month, in June, so he stays in June and gets paid…

T1
Oh and gets paid...

S1
I don’t know if it’s possible, yeah, I think it’s er a little bit sad that I can’t have the pupils until they do they do their exam, you know what I mean?

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] mm-hmm.

S1
I would be so useful you know, just for the exams.

T1
I know, I know.

S1
But…

T1
C’est la vie.

S1
C’est la vie.  Bon bah c’est fini euh, voilà.
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