ADELINE TORRAT
T1: Patricia Zale, 40s, F, Welsh, English, Mentor
S1
Jeudi sept Octobre, entretien entre Madame Zale the head of department, er Anya l’assistante d’Allemand et moi-même.
T1
OK. You're in your first lesson on mobile phones. You're aiming to teach the vocabulary of the topic. You're aiming to explore ideas in general about mobile phones, and you're aiming to look at what's specific to the target language country, in this case France.

S1
OK.

T1
So, erm. I- I'm suggesting that you do a starter activity. That you divide your lesson into 3 parts. A starter activity, then the main text, as it were, and then you conclude and you bring the ideas together.

S1
OK. 
T1
Now as your starter activity you could ask the pupils erm oral questions like 'who uses mobile phones?' erm where do they use them, in what circumstances, for what purposes, how often, those kind of questions, to get the pupils to give you answers. Er when they give you answers they'll ask you 'what's the word for’ this that and the other?
S1
OK

T1
So you'll end up with the- giving them a list of vocabulary, but it'll come out of what they want to tell you. Rather than giving them a list.

S1
[Simul: mmm -er] If they ask us questions about vocabulary, we need to to answer in French with French words. Is better?

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm. - Yeah] yeah.  If possible answer in French, or in German if you're teaching German. Erm and then erm get the pupils to erm make up questions to ask you.

S1
[Simul: OK - OK.] OK.

T1
So you could, if you like, put on the board the question words as you're asking them. When you ask ‘who’ you put qui on the board or wer on the board. Erm and you end up with a list of question words.

S1
OK.

T1
You also end up with a list of vocabulary that they've asked you for and then they can use those question words to ask you questions.

S1
OK.

T1
Except that of course you're gonna say tu to them or du to them and they're gonna say Sie and vous back to you. So it's, they're not gonna be doing exactly the same. Erm, as an alternative in an- another lesson erm you you could give them 3 minutes to think of all the words they can think of to do with mobile phones or all the ideas to go with mobile phones. A- a bit like today, I said to them you think of er 'for televsion' and you think of 'against' you know, and you give them time to work out things in advance. Or you can give them the traditional vocabulary list. And it's probably better to read it through with them before they start. But some sort of way into the th- the text. Not just start reading the text straight away. Erm e- e- th- th- the text that you've chosen, that short one, is a good length. One where you've got

S1
[Simul: Mm – Mm – Mm – Mm – OK – OK – Mm - Mmm] 2 pages in fact.

T1
Oh right, I was thinking it was just this one here. There's more is there?

S1
But perhaps I could make a selection

T1
Yeah, that'd be a good idea. So th- that it doesn't look too much the first time.

S1
Mm.

T1
Or that one there, maybe, I don't know.

S1
These two?

T1
Yeah
S1
Around the same topic.

T1
Yeah... So so  ab- about that length'd be fine, or perhaps a bit longer. So it doesn't look t- too overwhelming to them.

S1
[Simul: OK - Mm] So first we need to… to read the text with the pupils and then to ask them to spoke about speak about th- the topics. 

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm - Yeah] Yeah. That's in the main part of the lesson. Erm we've seen today, haven't we, they've got a problem with erm plural verbs.

S1
[Simul: OK] Mm.

T1
So you can kind of highlight that as well if you like.

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
Erm correc- get them to read aloud and correct their pronunciation and get sometimes you can get more than one person to read the same little bit.

S1
Yes, mm.

T1
OK? Like we did today. Erm. <pause> Ge- Get them to, like I did today, get them to tell you what they haven't understood.

S1
Mm-hmm

T1
S- they can translate, today I translated with them, they can do that erm and in the beginning perhaps they need to do that a bit more.

S1
[Simul: Yeah] Mm.

T1
Erm another thing y- you can do is you can choose a little bit and get them to do it as dictation.

S1
Mm.

T1
They'll find it qui- they find it harder in French than in German incidently when you do dictation. Or you can read it with them and then you can give them the same text with gaps in

S1
[Simul: Um-mm.] OK.

T1
But make them turn the original over.

S1
OK <laughs>

T1
If you're gonna use the same, exactly the same text. Or you can ask them questions on it. Ask them questions in French on it.

S1
Yeah.

T1
'What does it say about this, that or the other?' And I would start with erm er… questions which are very close to the text.

S1
[Simul: mm] Yeah. 'What is the text about?'

T1
Yes. But s- even s- closer tha- er.. easier than that. I'd say erm 'Where is this new piece of information come from?'

S1
[Simul: OK.] So first we we need to to start with th- the easier question and then the question more general on th- on what they… they think about the text.

T1
[Simul: Yeah – Yeah, yep] That's right and their reaction to it and their opinions and so on. Yeah. Erm and if it's a long text you know you can work on just the first part for example and then erm try to bring it together at the end and do what we call a plenary. Ask them what have they learnt about mobile phones in France or in Germany and, you know, they can make simple sentences for you. You don't have to use the same complicated ones as in the the text. Yeah?

S1
{Simul: Mm - Mm - Yeah] Mm.

T1
So that's that's a kind of an easy way into erm the first lesson, erm in in the second lesson I thought you could perhaps add adverts for mobile phones, you know and they sell a mobile phone to one another. So they use the vocabulary they've learnt with you to try and sell, I dunno, one mobile phone's another, instead of another... yeah.  Is is that the sort of thing you were imagining we were gonna be asking you to do?

S1
[Simul: Mm - mm – mm – OK] Mm.  And will they have er something like that for the exam?

T1
Yeah they will have.

S1
OK.

T1
Yeah.

S1
So they will have to to to speak about the text and then to to give their opinion.

T1
[Simul: mm] That's right.

S1
OK.

T1
In the oral exam the first 5 minutes, they get 20 minutes to prepare the text which is in French or German. And then they go in and for five minutes they have to answer questions on the content and also on issues that arise.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mm - OK] Mm

S2
Is the length of this text alright or is it too long, too short <?>.

T1
No I think I think that's fine

S2
Alright

T1
You've you've got an hour but it's amazing how quickly the time goes.

S2
[Simul: Yeah]

S1
Mm.

T1
By the time they've asked you questions and erm and they, children don't concerntrate as well these days as in the past. You have to keep motivating them, you know, and so on. I think the key thing is to get them to do as much as possible

S2
[Simul: Mm <laughs>]  

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Mm-hmm

T1
‘Cause it's very easy for us as teachers to stand there and talk to them all the time, try and get them d- doing as much as possible.

S1
[Simul: Yeah] OK.

T1
And obviously, you know, they've got to be corrected at sometime er- early on when they pronounce ents all over the place you know they can't can't do that. Yeah?

S1
[Simul: Mmm - Yeah] Mm.

T1
Now is there anything you want to a- a- anything else you want to ask about?

S1
Mmm... <long pause> Yeah I I just would like to, to know, how long is the erm the presentation of the text and how long are the the questions about the text for the exam, I don't know.

T1
Erm in in the exam they've only got 5 minutes to discuss the text.

S1
Only 5 minutes. OK.

T1
[Simul: Yeah] in the oral exam. Erm they also come across these topics in listening and they come across them in reading where, in the reading th- they have to do a mixture of what are called non-verbal tasks. You know, the kind of thing that they put true or false.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Mm-hmm.

T1
Or erm sometimes they're given the beginnings of sentences and the ends and they've got to match them up so the sentences mean what the text says.

S1
[Simul: Mm - Mmm.] Mm-hmm

T1
OK. Erm. Sometimes they have a gap text which is parallel as it were, you know, means the same as but not exactly the same as the text. Th- that's a verbal one, except that the words a- are often given to them, so… and sometimes they have to answer questions on them, of the kind, you know, 'what does it say about this, that or the other?'

S1
[Simul: Mm] OK

T1
One of the key things I think is to keep the kids with you

S1
Mm

T1
Even if you have to do it a bit, a bit simpler than you think you ought to be doing it, keep them with you, you know, keep them thinking they're doing well.

S1
Mm

T1
The British education tells them all the way through that they're doing well

S1
Mm <laughs>
T1
Right? It avoids telling them that they're doing badly and that's that's quite a difficult thing  to get used to.

S1
And for the exam, will there be question about the topic they have chosen for the whole year? or will they be question about another

T1
In the in the er… in the second, the first part is discussing the text that they're given, whatever it's on. And the second thing is they choose the two topics for that.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] They choose them.
T1
Mm-hmm.

S2
What about, they they have 2 topics, not just one?

T1
[Simul: Well,] erm they the good ones only a- only need one ‘cause they'll talk for 10 minutes on one. They only need a second topic if they have problems, if they get stuck with the first one they have to go on to the second one. In fact, the exam board wants them to have 3, but they never get onto the third. Never ever. Erm. It's very rare that they get onto the second ‘cause b- by the time they do the exam they've talked so much about this topic

S2
[Simul: Mm] 

S1
Mm. And what what is the most important thing for the mark. The pronunciation or the…
T1
[Simul: Er] It's marked in about 4 different ways. There isn't much of a mark for pronunciation, they need to be fluent and keep going, that's probably the most important but they also need to demonstrate that they can do things like the subjunctive and the passive and things like that, but I mean the most important thing at this stage is that they're accurate I think.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm - Oh OK.] OK alright.

T1
I mean it doesn't have to be perfection but they've got to be able to form the different tenses and those kind of things. OK.

S1
Mm.

T1
And what I thought with the erm the er, I mean you're teaching this as a topic in the hour and in the half an hours later on I'll prepare them er, I'll get them to prepare things in class and then I'll send them along with this text that we've prepared and I'll give you questions to ask them. 
S1
OK mm.

T1
So you can see how it works. And you can see how stuck they get <laughs>

S1
<laughs>

T1
Takes them a long time to get get there

S1
[Simul: Mm.] mm
T1
<pause> In a sense it was quite a good idea that you came to year twelve today to see see the kinds of problems they have.

S1
Yeah.

T1
And the upper 6th will be better than that, but not a great deal I have to say.

S1
[Simul: Mmm] Mm. And what we are supposed to, to do with the other class. Er, the, the smallest pupils next week.

T1
[Simul: Oh] We’ll we’ll tell you as you go along.

S1
OK

T1
Yeah. As you come in erm. You can as- always ask the teacher in advance.

S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
Er. But it’ll be fairly constrained. So, you know, when you work with my year 7s I’ll tell you exactly what game to play with them and how to play it. Er erm we- we’re onto chapter 2 in year 7. Well in the French they must be on, well they’re doing erm where you live aren’t they?

S1
[Simul: Mm] Yeah

T1
Right

S1
And, and she’s preparing er them to for the exam, for the oral exam with the <?>, different situation, for example at home er at school er something like that. You know. <laughs>

T1
[Simul: Yeah – Mm-hmm - Yeah.] So so eh, whoever it is will actually give you the thing to do.

S1
OK.

T1
And then er the kids come to you and they they do whatever their bit says. They’ll get stuck mind, you’ll have to help them out all the time if they’re stuck.
S1
[Simul: <laughs>] OK.

T1
I think this bit is the hardest bit for you, where you’re taking responsibility for a topic.

S1
Mm
T1
This this hour thing is the most im- the most difficult yeah. See how it goes the first time and then erm, we’ll talk about it after the lesson and and y’know I’ll see what the, what advice to give you after that.

S1
OK. <pause>
T1
Shall we stop it?

S1
Mmm.
