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T1 
Right, well, you’ve been here a week, two weeks?

S1 
Two weeks.

T1 
Two weeks.  Erm... how’ve you found the school?

S1 
Very well, yes...

T1 
Uh-huh. 

S1 
I mean, the school is great, most of the pupils are very active and willing to, to success.
T1 
Uh-huh.
S1 
So... really it’s fine.
T1 
And how is it different to...erm... your experience of school in France?
S1 
Um...we have...well, classes are made of in year ten, in not in year ten and eleven but in year twelve and thirteen, they are so little, they are not numerous in their classes which is very very different... because when I was in terminale we were about thirteen, thirty... so, it’s completely different.

T1 
[Simul: Uh-huh] And, erm, what are your impressions of the standard of the students’ French?

S1 
Um I guess it’s quite the same than in France...
T1 
Uh-huh.
S1 
so, it does not change a lot.

T1 
What do you think is the, erm, what has been the best thing you’ve experienced so far, in your short time here?
S1 
Um...maybe yesterday I was here with two year thirteen pupils and they were so excellent it was really great... because their French was nearly perfect... they they used subjunctive tense er and really they understood every word so it was really great.
T1 
[Simul: Mm-hmm - Mm-hmm - Mm-hmm] And what have been the difficulties that you’ve encountered?

S1 
[Simul: Um] with um with some with some year ten erm they they do not understand what I say even if I change what I say and say it differently I always have to translate in English for them to understand, so, it’s quite difficult and...they do not know what to say... erm, they know what to say but they don’t know how to say it. So it’s quite difficult.
T1 
[Simul: Mm-hmm - Mm-hmm.]  And how’ve you found, erm, working in an English school? Er, I mean, how’ve you managed to establish relationships with colleagues, with other teachers?

S1 
Erm... I don’t know, <laughs> erm, I mean er...everyone’s very kind at me. 
T1 
Mm-hmm.
S1 
so there is no difficulty, if I need something then I just have to ask so, really, that’s fine.
T1 
[Simul: Mm-hmm.] And how’ve you settled in in the area of Ipswich?

S1 
Very well because on the first day, I was er to settling with a teacher in this school... so she told me about the school, about the town... erm, so I really felt er, fine...
T1 
[Simul: Uh-huh - Uh-huh.]  Mm-hmm... OK.... cool.  Have you got any questions?

S1 
Mm... not really.
T1 
No?

S1 
No.  Maybe I would like to know if... erm... I could have some freedom when I work, I mean I would like to work with er topics they have to study...
T1 
Mm-hmm.
S1 
but with some year ten and eleven, erm, I would like to do something different from what you do in classes...if it’s possible.
T1 I
It’s... it is possible, it is possible to do that, however, erm, it’s it is very important that we cover all the topics.
S1 
Yes.
T1 
And... sometimes, erm, with what you do is you allow the students to, to speak about a topic erm when sometimes in our lessons we don’t have the time to do that, erm, so it- there is there is scope to do that, you can have more freedom possibly later on in the year as you go through... 
T1 
but to start it off with it’s important, erm, that we work with the topics that we are given.
S1 
[Simul: OK.]Yes.
T1 
OK?

S1 
[Simul: Because] yesterday with year ten, er, they were working on holidays? and I was just to have them by little groups of three, and erm and I was to… have them repeating what they had done the day before...
S1  
so of course during one hour the teacher could not hear everyone so when they are with me they are to speak... they have to speak, but, maybe they are just repeating what they had done the day before, two days before...
T1 
[Simul: Mm-hmm - Mm-hmm]  Then, if if they are doing that, they… you have the opportunity, then, to teach them new vocabulary or possibly to get them to extend on what they’ve done... erm... in England the problem with a lot of students isn’t necessarily er they lack vocabulary but they lack confidence... and I think it’s important in your role to try and get them to increase their confidence, show them different  ways of saying things, show them that... instead of saying one sentence or one phrase they can say two or three other phrases that mean the same thing...
S1 
Yes.
T1 
but there are two or three other ways to say it...erm, with my A-level group, at the moment, we’re we’re  talking about different ways of of saying the same thing, but all my students have always done je pense que and now they’re using je crois que, il faut avouer que and things like that which get them to extend their vocabulary and extend their their confidence.  So to start with that’s one way of, of having a bit of freedom I suppose, not necessarily testing them on erm what they’ve already done in lessons, but trying to get them to say it in different ways, so when they go back into their class and their teacher asks them a question, they can say a way in which you’ve taught them as well as the way which they’ve learnt and they will do better and get more confidence from it.
S1 
Yes.
T1 
Yeah?

S1 
But to... maybe to repeat myself, yesterday when erm when some students came are coming from a few days to France, erm, I heard them speaking about places where they had been 
S1 
which we probably did not do in class... erm... er but those who had difficulties they could only say what they had been learnt, so...it was a bit more difficult.... but...
T1 
[Simul: Mm-hmm] But when you get

S1 
[Simul: it’s not a] great problem.
T1 
No but when you get to that situation, um, because sometimes, sometimes your role will be... to test them, sometimes your role will be to listen to them, sometimes your role will be to teach them, and if they’re only coming in with what they’ve learnt, then...and and they can’t say any more than that, then then you have the opportunity to go back and teach them again, because if they only know what they’ve learnt, you want to try and get them to express themselves without sounding... like a parrot, you understand what I’m saying?

S1 
Yes.
T1 
Yeah, but for you it’s a case of... judging what to do at the right time.  With the year twelve and year thirteen that’s kind of straight forward, OK. But I’ll I accept that with year ten and and year eleven it’s sometimes a bit a bit tricky, ‘cause you will have students who are very good...
S1 
Yes.
T1 
But you will have students who are very poor.
S1 
Yes, there is an incredible gap between some pupils from the same class.
T1 
[Simul: Mm-Hmm.] Mm-Hmm. Yeah, that’s absolutely true, absolutely true, but, again, you’ve got... a challenge with those groups.  

S1 
Yes.

T1 
With the really good French students it makes your job a little bit easier, because you ask a question and you’re understood and they give you an answer and you can almost have a conversation with them.  With the students who are less able, you ask a question, then you have to explain the question again, then you have to explain it in English, then they give you a four word answer, then you have to correct the answer ‘cos it’s wrong and it’s very frustrating...erm...I’ve done the same thing, erm, and I know exactly how you feel... but that’s the opportunity you have to try and you know use the board or whatever and try and teach them something.
S1 
[Simul:Yes]  We, we when I was with year seven and eight it was also great because they know very little French but they really want to learn...
T1 
The enthusiasm.
S1 
Yes... 
T1
Mmm.

S1
So, it was really fun and I’m, I’m a bit disappointed that I will not see them more regularly...

T1 
Mm-hmm.
S1 
but, anyway...

T1 
That’s fine.  I have a a proposition for you as well, just to change the subject slightly, erm, <School name 1> er is hosting a er a project in... er November, for one night in November and then one day <pupils shouting outside the door> one Saturday in December and one Saturday in March... erm we have chosen well Sarah was chosen along with erm Julie Birchall? who I think you met?
S1 
Yes.
T1 
Yeah. Chosen the sixteen best French students in all of Suffolk...
S1 
Yes.
T1 
OK? And, they will be taught, well not taught, but they will be given a project to do, and in French, and because myself and Laura are teaching the French group, erm the project is on on the environment and they will be producing er...a newspaper? Er, a radio broadcast, a website, er a TV documentary, sort of video camera type thing, on one of four topics on the environment so we’re looking at... if I can remember rightly, conservation, pollution, energy, er and there was one other which I can’t remember, but we’ve got these four topics, so sixteen students in four groups, er and each one’s gonna work on one topic and one form of media, so they might do cons- conservation in the newspaper, pollution on the website, and so on and so forth.  And then, on the second class in March we put it all together.  Well we have two teachers, myself and Laura, and we need a French assistant.

S1 
Yes.
T1 
And, erm, you’ll get paid for your Saturday, you’ll get extra money, but it means that you will be working with sixteen of the best <laughs> students in the whole of, well the best students in Suffolk, erm, Judith asked me on... Tuesday, to ask you whether you’d be interested in doing it.
S1 
Yes I am.
T1 
You are.

S1
Yes.

T1
[Simul: I thought you might be] OK, erm, next time we sit down and and and talk like this, I’ll have er the paper to go through with you and show you what it is we will want you to do. Erm, basically, your role will be, erm, a source of cultural knowledge, so if you go home for Christmas, if you could find anything and everything on the environment, yeah.  I’ll tell you what the topics are before you go so you can look for er posters or website links or you know if you can even have a video of an environmental programme. Things like that we can give to the students.
S1 
[Simul: about the environment, yes. - Yes] OK.
T1 
Erm, they will be taught here in this building for two, two Saturdays, erm, and what will happen, erm, at the start of November we launch it, erm Laura and I will go to Bury St Edmonds to talk to all the parents and the kids, and erm, then, we will be contacted via e-mail so we can have if you want to be involved you can give your e-mail address.  The students will e-mail me, you, Laura, and ask us questions about the project, ask us questions er about language and so on and so forth.  Now the reason why we’ve chosen environment is because it’s very useful for, for them in terms of it’s an interesting topic, it will be useful when they go to A-level, next year and also we want to produce, er, a product at the end of it that we can give to somebody else, so we’re looking initially to present the project to, erm, the town of Arras.
S1 
Yes.
T1 
‘cause that’s <place name>’s twin town. And also to give it to the the local council here in Suffolk for them to read through, and also to the local newspaper and the local TV.
S1 
[Simul: twin town yes] Yes.
T1 
OK, because it’s there are there are ten schools involved, but they’re the best language students.
S1 
Yes.
T1 
There’s a German group as well and a Spanish group as well.  Erm, so if you’re interested?

S1 
Yes it’s really interesting.

T1 
I’ll put you on OK fantastic.  And it is useful it’ll be useful to see, the best students

T1
I think there are two from <School name 1> in the group and the rest are from all over Suffolk.  But if you’re interested I will tell Judith that you’re interested.

S1 
[Simul: Yes - yes]  OK.
T1
I’ll send her an e-mail.  OK, cool, anything else?

S1 
No.
T1 
Alright, well, I’ll suggest that we we meet again next week?

S1 
Yes.
T1 
and we’ll do the same thing again...
S1 
OK.
T1 
OK?
S1 
[Simul: Yeah]

T1
Cool.
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