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T1
<school name 1> School, PIC project, meeting with Heloise Daubert and Svenja House, Friday 21st January. Err, short discussion Friday lunchtime. Heloise has no problems with students you tell me <all laugh> How do you manage this?

S1
I don’t know they are kind, err, especially my year 12. Euh se, I just wanted to ask you because err Sophie say to me that there was a new year 12 who arrives and err
T1
[Simul: yes] Her name is Helène, Helène Johnson… she’s very, very good umm she has done French in Germany for … I suppose about 5 or 6 years, and as you possibly know they have many more lessons in foreign language than we do so she’s way ahead of the others. Yes it would be nice if we could fit out, fit in some time with her. This morning at break I asked Joan if she could print off a copy of Helène’s timetable. Helène should be in my registration in 10 minutes but she wasn’t here this morning, otherwise I’d say come and speak to her direct, let one other half hour per fortnight go, or per week if you like, so that you can spend some time with her. But she’s, she’s not here to discuss that with her now. But I would like if you could speak to her at some point and one of the half hour sessions you do with Gérard, if you could just explain to Gérard that you need to spend some time with Helène and then we can fix something up, so thanks for mentioning that. Svenja … problems?
S1
[Simul: Yeah – mm, mm – OK – mm-hmm – mm-hmm – OK – mm-hmm – yeah yeah – yeah, yeah– mm-hmm – OK, OK] 
S2
No, no problems
T1
None at all? Did Harriet turn up on Wednesday

S2
[Simul: No] Yes, yes she did

T1
She did. But she’s often late isn’t she?

S2
Yes

T1
Does she apologise?

S2
Of course

T1
She does?

S2
Yeah

T1
[Simul: Good,] that’s alright. But, I just thought there was another problem <?>
S2
[Simul: Yep, she always has] an excuse for her being late

T1
[Simul: Yes – yes] OK, umm one thing that especially Gérard said, Heloise, about, umm, err, the fact that that pupils go out to work with an assistant and obviously he has seen this for years and he said that um he’s never before had an assistant where with all the year groups they all s- willingly go out to work with you, so that’s a great credit ‘cause we’ve had some good French assistants like Chloe who perhaps you’ve heard of, um who was… the year before last and last years was very nice as well, um and it’s the first time that for something about your manner means that they are so confident that they don’t say ‘oh no don’t send me out with her’ and this is no offence to you Svenja but for some reason some of mine are still a bit nervous of you. And so - 
S2
[Simul: yeah] I don’t know how often does Heloise see them?
T1
A lot more. And part of the problem is, that they don’t spend much time with you … and it’s still a case of - 

S1
[Simul: yeah, yeah]
S2
[Simul: yeah] It’s one lesson each fortnight  

T1
I know, and it’s not enough. So this is not a criticism it’s just that you’re your ideal aim is to get to where Heloise is, which is a mixture of a nice, natural, non, non critical manner. I don’t think you have a critical manner, actually, so I don’t know what Heloise’s secret is <all laugh> but whatever it is, it works so umm … not even with Jofre they don’t go out as willingly they're ‘Mmm do I have to’ you know so I’m saying this while he’s not here, but even so I think it just it says a lot for you and how well you’re getting on with them so that’s quite good
S2
[Simul: mmm]

S1
[Simul: Mmm, OK] Thanks for that

T1
Not at all, I just thought I’d mention it ‘cause Gérard said it yesterday and he never remembers a year where there’s just been no question at all, they all happily go out to work with you, and that is the ideal situation, where they look forward to it, they can see the point of it and then we’ve arrived, well you’ve arrived, I haven’t but you know. <both laugh> Anyway, I wanted to explain exactly what’s happening about the mock exams
S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm - mmmm] mm
S2
That’s good

T1
Yeah, that’s probably one of the things you were going to ask. Now, the week before the mock exams proper, we’re all doing these speaking exams now that’s the first week in February and I’ve already spoken to Jofre and Heloise about invigilating. What we’ve got in … er… let’s just find the dates … umm … on the second, third and fourth of February, we’ve got a number of oral exams and as before they’re held in D Block and what we need to do – excuse me while I put the light on so I can see – is to make slight adjustments to the timetable which I won’t interfere with I’d like you to make, as I said this morning, with the students themselves. Umm, on the… Wednesday the second Heloise, we’ve asked you to invigilate and unfortunately it will be the two year thirteens Laura and Alison plus Helène. So, umm, we’ve put Helène in there because she’s a stronger student so umm she can do the A/S exam after Laura and Alison have done theirs. So, to explain that briefly, for Laura and Alison, they have 20 minutes preparation time and that then goes into Helène who doesn’t need any preparation time, not because she’s good but because the Welsh board says, ‘no preparation time’ OK?
S1
[Simul: Yeap - Mm – mm-hmm – mm-hmm, mm, mm - OK – mm-hmm] OK, mm-hmm
T1
So it’s a different system. So that will be on the Wednesday afternoon and if you could just invigilate there as we said before.

S1
Period four and five?

T1
Four and five. So starting at 12.20

S1
OK

T1
Speak to Gérard about exactly when he’s asked them to arrive, it might be 12.30 I don’t know, he’s got to fit them in, one either side of lunchtime. And as I say, its twenty minutes preparation then they go into Gérard for fifteen minutes so if you could just stay outside for that time until the student comes out, then you’re free. So it’s not a full hour, it’s just, yeah, fifty minutes or forty minutes whatever. Then on the Thursday it’s Jofre all day and that will be Gérard doing all of his year ten students so when you’re working - sorry year ten, year twelve students, when you’re working with umm your year twelves for the next two weeks Heloise if you can find out what their topic is. They’re not supposed to be collecting facts for the sake of facts, but if they remember facts they can use them but they’re not assessed on the facts, this is for the Welsh board, on the facts that they are collecting, there are assessed on their ability to communicate, their ability to respond to questions. So if, umm, do you know some of the topics your students are doing?
S1
[Simul: Yeah – yeah – OK – OK – yeah, yeah – mm-hmm] Yeah, err, education, leisure, or, or relationships

T1
OK, so let’s imagine they’re taking education – somebody quite good is taking education and takes the point of view that religion and education should be mixed, OK, as they are in this country. In … the examiners case, the examiners job is to say but in France the system’s different, this is not the way we think in France. We have to go back 200 years to the revolution and so on and when you’re practising with them you have to be quite provocative and say non, c’est pas comme ça, en France on fait comme ça -  OK, and the, the more provocative you are to get them to respond, the better preparation you are making for them, alright. So obviously with the weaker ones, with Alan you’ll do fine if you get him to speak but with the better ones like Mark…  and the more insp- really inspiring conversation you can get from him the better you are preparing him for his topic, OK? The same exactly for you, now your topics, are you know football the <? Bundesliga?>  for Steven and umm <? Rechtumpflichten>  for Rosemary, Debbie is probably <?> or something like that, very wooly. Sarah is <?Alleinstehende Mütter> and umm Schumacher. Now let’s take Schumacher, do you like him or don’t you? As, as  a person, as Svenja? This is just a general conversation.
S1
[Simul: mmm - mm-hmm <laughs> – OK, mm-hmm – mm-hmm  - yeah -  mm-hmm – yeah, yeah, mm-hmm]

S2
I mean, like him, I don’t like him personally but umm I’m proud that he’s the best - 

T1
[Simul: <?proud of him> OK] That he’s German. OK right.

S2
yeah

T1
You could take the point of view that you are proud that he’s the best, and he’s much better than Jackie Stewart from Scotland, so any criticism that Stuart might have of his, his erm, arrogance you say ‘well if you are the best you can be arrogant’ <both laugh> provoke him a little bit yeah and he’ll say ‘well it’s not nice to be arrogant’ you know, you’ve got to get him going to make it quite a provocative conversation in the same way. Stuart will do very well if he can get a sentence out without hesitating but he might do better if you just put what we call needles, so just a little gentle prod to get them a little bit cross and want to umm discuss in the same way as you might have an argument between yourselves, you don’t argue but you know what I mean. So, it’s got to feel like a real discussion not like something that is prepared where you know the next thing they are going to say, change it a little because you don’t know what Gérard is going to say, you don’t know what, umm Tanya is going to say. And it’s got to feel spontaneous, fluent, lively, a real interchange and that’s the difficult thing for you to understand when you’re preparing. It’s all very nice to say ‘OK, Stuart, err can you tell me about Michel Schumacher and obviously in German’ and he he starts and he feels lovely and confident and then Tanya comes in and says ‘no, no, no I don’t agree, my parents and I are totally against Schumacher. We think that he should, umm, have a different press agent because they do a very bad job’, something like that. <all laugh> you know. Just make it up. You’ve got to be quite umm, the the very best students respond – ca- can show how well they respond if they have a very provocative examiner, so you’re doing them a favour if you really provoke them. 
S2

S2
[Simul: mm-hmm – mm-hmm – mm-hmm – <laughs> - yeah – mmm - mm-hmm  - mm-hmm  - mm-hmm]

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm]mm-hmm, OK 

T1
OK, so I’ve been through that. Now, Friday is more complicated and I’m afraid Svenja this time you are let off scot free because when we – you could help us, you’re at <school name 2>, so next time when we’re arranging invigilation, umm at the end of this term for the French and German exams, no sorry, French exams only, we’ll ask you to do a little bit more because Heloise and Jofre   are doing a bit more than they should - 
S2
[Simul: mm-hmm – yeah – so]on Friday there’s no..

T1
On Friday there’s no need for you to invigilate, it’s Heloise again. And by then the French is finished anyway… so when you would have your students in year thirteen or twelve, they don’t need you as much anymore anyway. They should be revising for their other exams, OK? So, can, the order you need to know s- Svenja, is that Debbie is going first at nine o clock, so she would have had you on Wednesday, wouldn’t you, wouldn’t she?
S2
[Simul: ah-ha – mm-hmm – yeah] Err, in week…?
T1
This is week two

S2
This, now?

T1
Yes
S2
No I,  yeah, I had her on Wednesday

T1
[Simul: <?> on Wednesday] Yeah, then Stuart will be second <bell rings> we’ll ignore that for a moment erm and he will, he will swap so he has just practised with you before he comes. OK, so they’re all going to shift around their times. Then at ten o clock it’s Sarah and after that it’s Rosemary and they’re all going to swap so that they have half an hour with you of preparation then they go to Tanya

S2
[Simul: Uh-huh] OK

T1
And then after break it’s Steven

S2
[Simul: On – all on] Then it’s all on which day on?

T1
[Simul: then what?] On Friday the fourth of February. OK?

S2
Mm-hmm. So ,OK, but do you have a fixed timetable for that day ready

T1
[Simul: Yes,] so it’s nine o clock, not p not written out, but it’s 9 o clock Debbie, shall I write it for you? It’s quicker if I write it for you. Then I wanted to tell you about the following week, I’ll just do this really quickly … that’s nine o clock Debbie. Now these are the times of their actual exams so they have to have seen you before that, that’s why we’ve arranged it in this order
S1
[Simul: mm-hmm]

S2
Mm-hmm

T1
OK? Does that make sense?

S2
So that means, Debbie I had on Wednesday so I won’t see her on Friday

T1
[Simul:so -  yes] Umm, that’s exactly it, umm, she’s the one who will be most confident anyway so it seems fair to give her the longest break

S2
[Simul: yes] So everybody comes thirty minutes before their time

T1
Exactly, that’s exactly what they do, so you can write that down. Now, the other thing is, the week after that we then start being very kind to you again and say that your normal year twelve, thirteen lessons are cancelled because they have study leave OK? So if you want, if we owe you any days, and I can’t remember if we do or not, I’m just trusting you to tell me if we do, and if you want to go away for half term and supposing you have lessons on the Friday and want to leave on the Friday then you can. What we will ask you to do that week, this is all three of you so perhaps you could explain to Jofre, is to record on a microphone, none of you have problems with microphones, umm, in the studio downstairs by the hall, to record the topic questions which we have just redesigned for year ten. OK? Now you don’t know about these yet ‘cause we haven’t shown you and you don’t need to know because we haven’t really started on them, I don’t think anyway, I don’t think they have in French and Spanish and definitely haven’t in German. So during that week we’ll arrange next time we meet um exactly when you’re going down there so we’ll ask you to do that. It might take … it might take more than an hour, it might be two lots of an hour but we’ll find a time when you can go in and record and there will be a technician there to make sure it’s a really good recording ‘cause it’s got to sound top quality. So if you could explain that to Jofre. Erm, and that week all your normal lessons, apart from year eleven or year ten if you have them will be cancelled. OK? So that’s why we want you to have an extra day to make up for all this revision-
S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – yes – mm-hmm – yeah – OK – OK – OK - mm-hmm]

S2
[Simul: yeah – OK – OK – OK – Mm-hmm] So for me, the week from the seventh to the eleventh is completely - 
T1
[Simul: ye- well]Well, well, you don’t have your normal lessons I’d still like you to – oh it is isn’t it? Yes, except I’d like you to do the recordings on cassette which might take you two hours and there’s another little recording that I’d like you to do because our last language assistant - 

S2
[Simul: I only have – yeah] During this week, but you don’t know which day

T1
[Simul: During that week sometime, I don’t know which day] But if you, as soon as I get it sorted I’ll let you know. I’ve got to speak to the technician, the student downstairs

S2
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Yeah, because in this week I only have year twelve and thirteen so there’s nothing

T1
So, yes, so, you have a very light week. So then you see, we can ask you, when it comes up to exam time to say to you ‘Svenja, you know that day off I gave you there, then can you do more hours?’ So it’s, as we say, swings and roundabouts, do you remember what it means Heloise?
S1
[Simul: yeah] Err, yeah <all laugh> a balance

T1
A balance, that’s right, so you, you win some and lose some, alright? So, let me know if you’re making plans for half term to go anywhere then we can try to work it round that, alright, so I’m asking you to do that first before I say ‘right we’re booking you in to do the recording on whatever
S1
I can just say umm, my flight’s on Thursday so I would need to finish at … at 12 for example as I have a plane to take and it’s <?> so, so…
T1
[Simul: You have a plane?  In that case <?>] so just don’t come in that Thursday. So that would definitely be two lessons 

S1
OK, OK

T1
Svenja are you going home for half term?

S2
No

T1
No?

S2
No, I’m doing a trip, to… to Eden do you know?

T1
[Simul: Right] The Eden Project, right so you might want to leave a bit earlier as well sorry, the roads are terrible
S2
[Simul: No, I I have to,] I have to wait for… for my boyfriend anyway
T1
Just, just wait and see that he might, he might get a bit of time off as well, they might be generous at Ashcroft like we are <both laugh> so just wait and see what happens there, but just let me know before you make any bookings

S2
[Simul: yeah] Yeah, we we want to do our bookings as soon as possible, I mean we only have to book the youth hostels

T1
That’s fine, you’ll be alright in youth hostels but you don’t want to be near the roads when it gets busy so it’s a good idea to get away ahead of the traffic.
S2
Yeah.
T1
OK. End of recording.
