SOPHIE LEMARTIN

@DATA TYPE: TAPE 1 CONV 1

@LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

@COUNTRY: ENGLAND

@PARTICIPANTS: S & T

@SETTING: INSTITUTIONAL
@TIME: EARLY

@SCHOOL: SECONDARY
S1: Sophie Lemartin, 21, F, France, French, Foreign Language assistant  
T1: Laura Venisa, 30s, F, Italy, Italian, mentor

8th October 2004

S1
Donc aujourd’hui nous sommes le huit Octobre, Je suis avec Laura Venisa ma tutrice, euh dans sa salle de classe.
T1
OK?

S1
[Simul: OK]

T1
So, euh, this is your timetable, we have divided your timetable in week A and week B, so effectively you will end up having two different timetables, some of the classes, um, stay the same, others change, um, uh, with week A or week B, ah, you have at the top here an explanation of, uh, uh, which one is week A and which ones are week Bs, um, so you want to look at the week commencing date and know for example that next week, the week starting on Monday is a week A, so you will refer to this, uh, part of the timetable, so we put down here for you that your obviously going to the Colchester Institute for your, uh, course <pause>, uh, then that is only on Monday then on Tuesd-  and the times are from 10 o’clock until 1 o’clock. 
S1
[Simul: OK – OK – OK – yeah - to this one – OK yeah – yeah - <?> - OK] OK, so the afternoon we are free <?> you have to come…

T1
Yes, you do not have to come back here you can err…you have your own er… free time.

S1
OK

T1
Then on Tuesday we are expecting you to come to school for the beginning of period 4 and that is at eleven fifteen, uh, bearing in mind eleven fifteen is when the bell actually goes and the students are coming in, so you probably would have to be here a few minutes early <laugh>.  Just in case, um, the first class you will start on is, if we just have a look at this line you have a column with the day obviously and then the period, uh, and then a space for the room, now what I’m going to say about the rooms is that they’re normally are quite accurate apart from, uh, when somebody’s in ML9 which is our computer suite, uh, because we obviously share that between the whole department, it might happen that you are timetabled in ML9 but your class has actually been moved to another classroom. Now in order to find out where the classroom actually is, you need to refer to the other timetable that is the general one 

S1
[Simul: OK – early <laughs> OK - yeah – OK – OK – mmm – ah,] in the staffroom OK

T1
<?> the colour, colourful one where you can find out where the classroom is and to help you found out, find out where the classroom is you need to really look at the class code, OK, so say 7XRFR2 is timetabled in ML9 you need every week to be sure that they’re actually in there, have a look for them in the timetable, so, the third column, er the fourth column is the year  or the class code and the last one is the teacher.  Now you will, euh, get to know <pause> who everyone is, yes, but in general you need to look at the first letter ‘cause that’s their first name, that’s what everyone calls each other by <pause>, um… OK, so if we look at, the probably your busiest day, the Thursday, where we practically expect you to be here from period 1 <pause> until period 7, so period 1 starts at 8.40 because we have registration between half past 8 and 8.40 you wont be involved in any… registration, but obviously once again 8.40 is the starting of the lesson, so you will probably, yeah, want to be here a bit earlier S1
[Simul: OK – that’s right – yeah – yeah <?> <laughs> - calls each other, OK – mm-hmm – yeah – OK – OK -  so yeah, I just come <laughs>] before, yeah

T1
and, euh… so we have calculated this over the 12 hours that you should er er be spending with us and helping us, um, we have included in the 12 hours a preparation time.

S1
OK yeah, and uh, what is it exactly, because, uh, what I  have to do during the preparation time?

T1
OK, well, what I think we expect you to do is, um… you have here a list of people that are actually free at the same time as you, um… are supposed to be preparing, uh, the lessons, so I would say that the first few minutes would be really ideally spent just asking these people what would you like me to do in your classroom? Because in an ideal world teachers would come to you and say ‘Oh Sophie, I know you are in my classroom on Thursday this and, you know, that at that time and you know that, uh, that time I would like you to do this’ but as teachers we, uh, have so much <?> it would probably be more efficient if I just approached them, and euh, you know don’t worry about approaching people because I think everyone is very busy all the time, so you just have to, you know obviously, yeah, uh, yeah, can I have a few minutes, and this is the worst case scenario, you just ask them when can I come and see you again, so that you know you’ve do-, you done your bit and when they’re free they can come back to you <pause> so during preparation time, you first approach the teachers and then according to what they actually want you to prepare, we would like you to use our resources and computer and you know anything that you need and they must be, for example, in the stock room to just prepare your lessons so that you know its easier for you because you’re actually preparing it here, where you’ve got a lot of equipment and things that you can use and then once you go home, you know, you just have to, you know, you’re, you’re on time.

S1
[Simul: OK – OK – yeah - <laughs> - OK – yeah – yeah - <laughs> - <long?> - yeah – OK - <?> - OK - yeah] But for each, euh…lesson, I…euh, will, um, always be with a teacher? Not for long…<laughs> 
T1
[Simul: yes – no – no - ah] this department, uh, apart from the fact that you wouldn’t be allowed to be in the classroom alone, it is also the department policy.  We- we really believe in the fact that there is more value in you, uh, staying in the classroom as opposed to you going outside and this is, you know, the vision our head of department has so, you know we all respect it, um…you will be expected to have sometimes to work with a small group, uh, um, you know, on the one side of the room or you will be expected to have the whole classroom activity maybe obviously with the teacher always there and <pause>, so it- it really var- it depends on what sort of group you have as well it’s, if it’s a, an ele- year 11 or year 10 class, they will be preparing for their GCSE exam, so my guess is that the teacher will actually ask you to get involved in helping the students for example rehearsing their speaking or, and that will always be in small groups, they’re not very big classes anyway, so it will be in small groups, um… sitting down with them and, you know, almost giving them individual help really.

S1 
[Simul: yeah – yeah – OK – yeah – yeah – OK – OK – yeah - yeah] to, um, improve their pronounciation, err…
T1
[Simul: exactly] and, uh, the last thing I’m going to say before I forget is that obviously we do, um, you’re such an invaluable resource to us that we do share you with the Royal Grammar School and, uh, I think we talked about where the grammar school is, um, and how to get there.  We fixed down for you 2 times during the week when we would expect you to go down to the grammar school, now prior to this you – you have your lunch break, so I suggest, you know, you do actually have some lunch and then go to the grammar school and <pause> then once the time at the grammar school finishes, you know, you can go home, so...
S1
[Simul: yeah… - OK – yeah – OK - <laughs> - OK yeah] and er… OK, when, for example, on Friday, when I have to be at the grammar school at, er I think, just 10 minutes before, instead of er finding the staffroom or <?>?

T1
[Simul: yeah, oh, the- you mean er…] the first time you come.  Yes, I mean if you look at this, um, your period 4 with us finishes at 12 05, so that gives you an hour and a half to actually get there and I would probably, I think they- they would have lunch more or less like us, so <pause> you know, the earlier you can get there between 12 30 and when you're actually supposed to start the lesson, hopefully the better. 
S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah – to go – yeah] Yeah

T1
Yeah?
S1
OK um…
T1
So I hope you’ve got time to…

S1
and, uh, for example, when I have a, uh, day, uh, shared between 2 school, I pay the bus or the school er have an arrangement?
T1
Um, um, I’m sure there must be a way of, uh, getting your expenses back from, uh, Jonathan, from the language college, yeah, we can, we can ask him, definitely ask him ‘cause in a way, you know, you’re using the, your transport to get from A to B for us and, uh, so yeah, definitely we should really ask, so may- er, I’ll ask him today then I can get back to you straight away on that. Ahh…

S1
[Simul: Yeah? – yeah – mm – yeah - for… - OK - and ah] what about, for example there are there are different letters X and Y? so…
T1
[Simul: OK] um, at the beginning, well if if you imagine all the students that we have in one year, OK, have been divided just for purely organisational reasons in to 2, blocks one is the X and we call them sides in English, so we have the X side and the Y side, there is no real difference
S1
[Simul: Yeah – OK – yeah – OK – OK,] no distinction or….
T1
No, no, no, it’s well, it’s only, there’s no, it’s not to say that the X side is better the Y side is worse or vice versa, nothing like that.  
S1
[Simul: Yeah] only for <?>

T1
Only for, yeah, only because you have, you can only have so many students doing the same subject at the same time, so we split the sch- you know, all the year into 2 halves and whereas, where you do see the difference in ability is when you look at this last number here, so the set 1 is obviously the best one and then there is 2, 3 and there is all down, it- it- it’s down to four.  If you look at <pause> yeah, your week B you have er a set 4, um, there is also set 5 because being a language college, we can afford to have a very small, uh, group of absolutely bottom sets, OK, but that, you know, in that way it gives the teacher a chance of actually asking y-, or actually monitoring the students, but we’re not expecting you to do, um, any work for this term with the… our set 5 because we would like to concentrate as well on the <pause>, you know, on a variety of classes, but mainly on set 1, 2, 3 and 4.

S1
[Simul: yeah - - yeah – OK – the best one – Oh yeah <?> 4 here – OK – yeah - <laughs> - no  - mmm - <?> - yeah] OK, and,uh, what about these exams <long?>
T1
[Simul: mm, OK] as I was saying we will need your help for the year 10 and year 11 in class and also next as per in, in 2 weeks time on the eighteenth of October, uh, we start our session of, um, speaking exams, now what you will be required to do and we will then have you know another formal discussion about it, you will be required to basically sit in the room and supervise the, uh, exam for us, anyway.   Now the exam is just, um, a student, uh, read- reading, sorry rehearsing or saying, speaking, um, <pause> saying just a… a monologue, OK, so there’s no questions nothing involved, so all you need to do is just really press the record button, say their name, uh, the candidate number and the school, then they do their bit, it’s up to 4 minutes, so it’s not very long, it’s a monologue in French and Spanish and German and then at the end they, they press the stop button, they leave the room and then you just repress the record button, say end of recording and that is all there is to it, you take the cassette out and put it in the case 
S1
[Simul: Mm – yeah – yeah – OK – OK - nothing just the… - OK <laughs> - OK – OK - <laughs> - and put another one er OK <laughs>

T1
and put another one and the next candidate comes along, but there will also be, it will all, it says here <?> which is just a sport centre across the courtyard and there will also be a senior teacher with you down there, who’s basically in charge of organising the whole thing, what we, what we need your help for, with is the ac- actual, yes, and I think it will be good for the students because they actually see you in class helping them and you are a familiar face, once they get to the recor- their, their speaking, they see you there again and, you know, it’s be-, you know, it’s, it’s uh, it’s not too bad for them.
S1
[Simul:- just a yeah – OK - <?> - yeah] OK. And it’s er all the day long?
T1
Yes, it will, uh, we have a timetable which will be published shortly with the, you know, all the candidates and what time they’re going out, they’re going to do their exams but basically it starts at 8.40 in the morning and… er you leave at 3.10 after school, I think <?>
S1
[Simul: Yeah – OK – OK – alright] <?> 

T1
Yeah, it’s a complete day for that and, uh… it is from Monday to the Friday so… sorry from Monday to… Thursday, looks yeah, Monday to Thursday, so you would probably have to tell the institute if you can that you’re not going there for your lessons in advance if, you know, they ask you, so you can tell them that, that would be nice, and we do the same in December that time this, this one is with the year, the first slot is with the year 11 and the second slot is with the year 10s, OK? 
S1
[Simul: oh yeah – yeah – OK – yeah - in December]OK.  Er… yeah I think it’s alright there’s not any…. Mmm no.
T1
[Simul: Well - anymore questions?] I mean probably what we’ll have to do is you’ll have to actually, let’s say, try the timetable out, <laughter> and see how, 
S1
[Simul: <laughs> - and see] if I have

T1
yes, on a day to day basis, how you get on with it.  Yeah, how you’re getting on with it and then come back, you know, at any point with any questions really ‘cause I remember when they gave me my timetable, it all looked fine at first, but then you when you actually go, you know, to use it and use it on a daily basis, you find out you’ve got another million questions that you, ah, you didn’t think of because you don’t, you know, you don’t actually know…
S1
[Simul: Get oh – yeah – yeah – yeah - <laughs> yeah] until yeah, I’ve tried it OK

T1
so, at any point say help, help and this is the classroom that we would be helping me with.

S1
OK and, ah you want me to prepare something or…?
T1
[Simul: Because you can see, I don’t teach very much <?>]  Well, I thought it would be very good perhaps if, uh, as a first, uh, lesson we could actually do, um, a presentation of yourself because they’re um, it’s their second, second year, so they will be using the intermediate book, this one, uh, number 2 and um, the first er unit is all about introducing yourself, saying where you live, uh, saying what sort of activities you do, like doing in the afternoon, so they’ve learned things like, uh, je regarde la télé or we have done just recently a reading with a sort of saying this sort of presentation, Je m’appelle Tierri, j’habite à  blah, blah, blah, so it would be really good I think, it would be really, you know, maximising you as a native speaker if I could introduce you by saying, ‘This is Sophie and she would like to, she, she wants to introduce herself in French and, you know, I’m really sure you can get all details out and find out loads of things about her’ if we just give them a little table to fill in ‘cause, you know, they need a bit of support and they need something to write on because otherwise some people just look outside the window and don’t do much but then you could just, uh, perhaps prepare a very brief presentation about yours- I mean you don’t have to give them the your real details, if you don’t want to.
S1
[Simul: Yeah – OK – OK – OK - <laughs> - yeah – yeah -  to help them - <laughs> - OK - <laughs>] OK, so erm I can, uh, find examples er of er through the books for example for the sentences je m’appelle <?>
T1
[Simul: Ah yes, that would be brilliant, yes] because then it would be… it would be easier for them ‘cause what, what we’re, what we’re looking for is er you know, good positive start where they think, ‘Oh this is a French person and 
S1
[Simul: yeah] That I understand her… yeah OK

T1
[Simul: wow, yeah] that’s exactly my point, yeah, I understand everything that she says, so if they see that we’ve been studying forI think something real which is the main, you know, advantage of, uh, having you here really and, um, so yeah, if we were to say just briefly, uh, a couple of things about the book key stage 3 so <coughs> year 7, 8 and 9 are using ‘Metro beginners’, so year 7 and year 8 are using ‘Metro 1’ from the beginning of the book and, uh… the… year 9 are using ‘Metro 2’, now if it’s a set 1 and 2, it’s ‘Metro rouge’ and this is a more complicated book, if it’s set 3, 4 and 5 <laughs> it’s, uh… the ‘Metro’ there and the key stage, uh, 3 er 4, sorry so that’s year 10 and year 11 they’re using ‘Francoscope’ and we’ll give you a copy of all the books, so that you can have, you know, you’re, when you go through the preparation time, you can have the book to refer to, OK?
S1
[Simul: yeah – OK– OK – OK - and 5 <laughs> - OK - 11] OK.
T1
OK, so…

S1
[Simul: I think] yeah that’s alright

T1
But seriously any questions, just ask OK?

S1
yeah OK, thank you
T1
Brilliant, thank you

S1
Thank you
