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S1
Donc, euh, nous sommes, euh jeudi 21 octobre 2004 et je suis chez Madame Sophie Robinson.Voilà. <long pause>  OK, well, so… <nervous laugh> erm
T1
After half-term-

S1
Yeah?

T1
We have to start the new topic with Year 11, with both the top and the middle group, and we’re looking at shopping but the work in their textbook is mostly about conversations in a shop and the things you would buy and how you would ask quantities, things like that.  Whereas, when they do their tasks, they have to do- first th- the short task is 40 words of- of publicity for a shopping complex, erm, where it is, how you get there describe the shops
S1
[Simul: OK – OK – OK - So they have to] use sentences and…

T1
Yes.  I don’t think they can actually make a leaflet or an advert- I think it has to be the paragraph within the leaflet that describes the directions, and I thought they could say things like, either you can go on foot or in the bus or with- in the car, erm, <pause> and describing the shops, y’know, different- some different shop names, erm, department stores and, erm, chemists and clothes shops and so on.  Erm, and then they must give their opinion – whether they like or dislike the shops.

S1
[Simul: OK, yeah – OK - mm-hmm – OK – OK] So perhaps I will need to put some vocabulary, to say, erm, ‘j’aime que’, ‘je préférais que’…
T1
Yeah

S1
OK

T1
Do you know the Arndale Centre, in Luton?  Have you been shopping there?

S1
[Simul: errr] Yeah

T1
Well, perhaps then you could give your opinion about the Arndale, because most of them will talk about the Arndale Centre.

S1
[Simul: oh yeah – yeah, yeah, Arndale] Yeah

T1
Erm, and some of them will say they like it, they enjoy shopping, but many will say they don’t like it.

S1
[Simul: yeah – some] They don’t like it, yeah. <laugh>

T1
Then the mo- the next task, the mo- the longer, the more difficult task is a visit to a new shopping complex.  This is quite difficult for them because we don’t really have a a new, local complex so they have- they’ll have to think- it’s an imaginary exercise for them.  Erm, but I- I might suggest to them that they think about going, say, to Milton Keynes or to one of the big London, out-of-town, shopping centres.

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – yeah – OK – OK] yeah. Well if you want, perhaps, erm, as I go back to France during the half-term, perhaps I can take some pictures of, erm- we have a big, er, shopping complex and perhaps just put on the board to show them, if I have, erm-

T1
[Simul: yeah] That’s a very good idea!  If- if you could find some leaflets as well, er, say a map of where the shops are and- and directions, y’know, buses or tram- metro or whatever.

S1
[Simul: yeah, perhaps - yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah, are – yeah – I will go to the] erm, y’know, erm, tourist office to- I wanted to go there to have some maps and everything for- to show Lyon- Lyon, and perhaps to talk about it, they could have more, erm, ideas and…

T1
[Simul: yeah – yeah, cos that would be excellent] If- if you can find them, and if they’re not too heavy to carry, if you brought lots of leaflets all the same so that they could have them in pairs, and they could use what’s in the leaflet to help them to- to write their own.

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – yeah – yeah, they c- - yeah – to write, yeah] OK

T1
That- that would be really good, yes, very good idea.  Erm, they- they need to remember to use the past and the future, erm, so we’ll need to give them starts of sentences again on the board, we need to remind them, erm, ‘j’ai visité’, ‘j’ai voulu acheter’, erm, things like that, erm, suggestions because, er, th- this end of the task, erm, the reason for the visit, ‘say whether you would recommend it to a friend or not’ – that’s when they’ll get stuck.
S1
[Simul: yeah – OK - <cough> - yeah – OK – OK – OK] OK

T1
Yeah, they can probably do ‘where you want, how and when and with whom,’ but th- this more personal bit is difficult for them.

S1
[Simul: ‘where you want, how’ - <cough> - it’s more difficult, yeah] OK

T1
And finally, with the top group, the very- the best pupils, we’ll need to try this C task.  Erm, and talking about shops, catalogues and the internet.  Again, if you had a- s- a small catalogue or two, erm, in French, er, La Redoute or, erm, something, just that one or two of them could have a look.

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – pupils – yeah – OK – La Redoute, OK – I will try to find one – yeah] Because <laugh> La Redoute catalogue is very, very <laugh> it’s very, erm, big, it’s like <?>

T1
[Simul: It’s enormous, yeah, they do a small-] They do a small one as well here, just a- an introduction if you’ve never bought before, there’s a very small one, erm, so- or, again, just s- er, something from a shop.

S1
[Simul: yeah, yeah – OK – yeah – OK, I see what you mean] Yeah

T1
The internet things, obviously, we can find here, we’ll just type it in, in French.  Er, and then they’ll have to talk about advantages and disadvantages, erm, experiences that they’ve had- that’s difficult because there’s not many young people who will have used catalogues opr the internet because they have no form of credit, they have no card or anything to be able to use the-

S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah - <?> - yeah – yeah] It’s the parents, yeah.

T1
Yeah.  So, erm, that’s hard for them, to do that.
S1
OK

T1
Erm and ‘how you will shop in the future and say why.’

S1
OK

T1
Yeah, it’s challenging, I think these tasks are quite difficult, and they lead them into trying to use things that they don’t know how to say.

S1
[Simul: yeah - <cough>] Yeah, OK.  Yeah, I think it will be quite difficult, this one, descr- ‘how you will shop in the future and say why.’ <laugh>

T1
Yeah.  Th- not all the pupils will try this.

S1
[Simul: yeah] Yeah, I think so.

T1
But at least we need to- to try and help some of them to do this.

S1
[Simul: yeah] Yeah, to do this, erm…

T1
The two comments on the last task that we did, the one about the exercise, is that we need to encourage more complex sentences, with connectives.

S1
[Simul: yeah - mm-hmm] Mm-hmm?

T1
Do y- do you know what I mean by ‘connectives’?

S1
Yes, more, erm, you want longer sentences li- erm, and with, erm, link words?

T1
Yes, yeah, ‘but’, ‘then’, ‘however’, erm, ‘so’.  And also subordinate clauses.
S1
[Simul: OK – ‘but’, ‘then’, ‘however’, yeah - <cough>] OK <nervous laugh>

T1
Which is difficult, because if you look at how they write in English, many of them are not really confident using-

S1
[Simul: yeah! – yeah – yeah – yeah] They prefer to write-

T1
Short sentences.  Erm, so it is hard to get them to do that in French.  Erm, so we’ll need to look at their writing, and maybe even let them write things and then say to them, ‘Now look at these two sentences, how could we link these into one sentence?  Put these two ideas together and how would we join them?  And is there somewhere we could put ‘but’ into this writing or this paragraph?’

S1
[Simul: short sentences, yeah – these, yeah – yeah] I have some, erm… I have, I think, one grammar book, French grammar book but, erm <laugh> y’know, when pupils see just grammar, they just go away! <laugh>

T1
[Simul: they panic,] yes

S1
They panic.  So I can try to see if I can find some simple exercise, perhaps to introduce this, er, link words <?>

T1
And maybe also we- we could just do with doing like a matching exercise on the board, and put a number of- of link words on the board, and English so they cou- they could join, erm, say, y’know, ‘mais’ is ‘but’ and so on.  And then also, we could- we could use s- some of our ideas for this task, erm, and- and put, erm, a- ‘an advantage of the internet is, but a disadvantage would be.’  And I think they need to use- for this C task we also need to see them use ‘à mon avis’, er, ‘le pour, le contre’, ‘désavantages, avantages’, so that they’re putting sides of an argument, so it- it’s a more formal piece of writing than- than this one.

S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – English – join – oh yeah! – ‘mais’ is ‘but’, oh yeah! – OK - <cough> - yeah – OK, yeah – yeah – mm-hmm - mm-hmm – yeah – mm – yeah] The other one is more to revise I think vocabulary and <?> to- to revise other things we have seen here, they have to revise also all the vocabularies they have seen but they have to try to talk about the things, and…
T1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah] This needs to be more structured than they’re used to having to do, so they’ll need help with the structure, with the planning, erm <pause> But I think this one, th- the- the best pupils could make something of this one, erm… <long pause>

S1
[Simul: yeah – more structured, yeah – oh my God, yeah – yeah - <laugh> - yeah - <cough> OK] It’s the one, erm, the ones I saw the other day.
T1
Yes

S1
Mm, I remember.  Yeah, they- they can do things, yes.

T1
Yeah

S1
Some are too shy but <laugh> when I think yeah, they can do something because, erm, y’know, erm, you remember the girl who tell me ‘can you help me for writing?’ erm, I can’t remember her name.  Yeah, perhaps, to- because she had a late, er, homework.

T1
[Simul: yeah – Freya] Yeah, she hadn’t started.

S1
[Simul: yeah] And she told me that she was quite bad but when I was talking to her and say ‘how do you say that in French?’ and she just told me, it’s- it’s- ‘you see it’s not so difficult!’
T1
[Simul: yes – yeah] She’s not bad, but she lacks confidence, yeah

S1
[Simul: you just – yeah! – yeah] Yeah, I think, yeah.
T1
Yeah

S1
But then she felt better, so yeah.

T1
[Simul: and I had] I had them again today, and we’ve looked some more at their B tasks, I’ve marked the answers that they’ve done, but there are still some who haven’t completed the task, because I think they’re frightened of what it involves.  But when you sit them down and you say ‘Look, we can use this that we did and we can put it with this, and then you can say ‘j’aime’, ‘je n’aime pas’, ‘c’est super’, ‘c’est fantastique’.’  ‘Oh yes, I can do that!’-

S1
[Simul: yeah - <cough> - yeah – yeah – this – mm – yes – do that] Yeah

T1
But they don’t realise perhaps that it’s not as difficult as they think it’s going to be.  The problem for me is that, having got them to do that at a simple level, all their marks were about 14, 15, 16 out of 20 because there weren’t enough complex sentences and subordinate clauses and things and the best ones, we need to move them on and get them to use the material, but to make it more, erm, more complex.

S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – mm – yeah - mm-hmm - <cough>] Yeah
T1
OK <long pause>

S1
OK <laugh>

T1
Alright?

S1
Alright

