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T1
This is Monday the 31st of January 2005 and we’re in one of the teaching rooms in <school name 1> High School. And, I’m Samantha Finlay, Head of Modern Languages and I’m talking to Celine Hamond, French language assistant. <tape noise> I initiated the conversation because, erm, we need to make sure that we know what’s happening in tomorrows lesson and also the year 11 revision club on Wednesday. <tape noise> Right, yea- <laughs> year 9 tomorrow that’s what we planned to do last week but we couldn’t do because of the SATs, yes, so they’re having their end of unit test, so-
S1
[Simul: yes - they were away, yes – yes] Did you give me the sheet for … the test?

T1
The one that they, that we did in class do you remember when you were in? You were in the lesson

S1
No

T1
You might not have got one, I don’t know

S1
I don’t remember

T1
No, well se-, I’ll get you th- and I’ll also … erm, I’ll get you a copy of the, erm, the mark scheme

S1
[Simul: anyway, if you-] yeah, it was the one on the 10 questions that they had to answer first and then, yeah

T1
[Simul: That’s right] So I need the mark scheme and a copy of the questions 

S1
OK, yep, good
T1
OK

S1
So, it should last the whole hour, the the whole hour or?

T1
[Simul: OK] Depends how slow they are, if they’ve learned it, it will be quick

S1
[Simul: yeah] OK
T1
But if we do it together, we’ll get round … quickly. And … I’m going to get them to practise for the writing while they’re-

S1
[Simul: yeah -  OK] Tomorrow as well while the others are.. OK
T1
[Simul: yeah -  In the lesson while we’re] testing them, yeah
S1
OK, because when is the … writing test

T1
Monday

S1
Monday, OK

T1
So they’ve had revision time tonight and tomorrow

S1
Right, OK, OK
T1
[Simul: For homework.] But toda- I did a revision lesson with them today, so, erm, we did some, we did listening … and, and, ‘cause, yeah ‘cause last week they did the speaking and the reading revision as well as, yeah, and, erm, I did some listening revision with them and just some vocabulary … and we talked about … erm, trying to get them up to levels 5 or 6 because the tests only actually go up to level 5 and some of them said. ‘Oh, can we go up to level 6?’ and I said ‘Well, actually you could because we’ve done the past, the present and the future.’ So we talked about how … how they could get the future tense into the letter that they’ve got to do, erm, in order to get the 3 tenses in.

S1
[Simul: right – yeah – OK, yeah – right – OK - <laughs> - oh right – oh, that’s good – oh, right] So do you think they will try and reach the level 6 or-

T1
[Simul: Some sounded] really keen, which is really nice because they’re only a second set so they’re, they’re obviously keen to do that so, erm, that’s why I want to give them time tomorrow to practise that as well. So that’s year 9.

S1
[Simul: oh right – that’s good – mm, yep – OK – yes] And year 10. First time in the morning.

T1
Yes

S1
Last time, I think, yeah, I stayed in the classroom and practised role plays and, erm, those pages
T1
[Simul: mmm] That was year 11

S1
Euh, oh yeah, that was year 11 er
T1
Year 10

S1
Last time it was on, euh, appointments,  I th- making an appointment at, at the doctor’s or something like that <long pause>

T1
Yeah I’m going to- When I’ve got them with me, we’re going to do a, erm, <short pause> some reading and culminating in, well, it’s a piece of coursework in the book. They don’t have coursework but they still need to, erm,to know how to write an extended piece and it’s, it’s ‘Est-ce que j’suis en forme?>. And… and yeah, this is what I’m going to go through with them <pause> and it’s really long and I think I’m going to try and get them t- to pick out just the main points rather than, ‘cause the idea is that you write the whole thing ‘cause it’s 300 words but in the exam they don’t have to write that

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – OK – alright – yes that’s  what euh] That’s what Terry asked them to do yeah <short pause> OK. And is it a new topic for them

T1
[Simul: yeah – erm] No, it’s the end of the topic, so it’s revision 

S1
[Simul: Oh.] OK <short pause>

T1
So, anything on … your daily routine 

S1
Right

T1
and how to keep fit

S1
OK

T1
You can borrow this book, ‘cause we’ve ordered, so these are the new books, so you can, there should be enough for you to have one now 
S1
[Simul: Yeah? yeah- oh right - OK] OK, but can I keep this brand new one?
T1
Yeah, I’ll give you a cover for it

S1
Yeah?

T1
Yeah, I’d rather you had a new 1 ‘cause you’ll keep it nicer than the children will <both laugh>

S1
OK, thank you

T1
But I’ll give you a plastic cover as well…
S1
Alright, thank you. OK, so, erm, do you prefer me to work in like, role plays or game or any…?

T1
Either role plays or or a game.  But because I’m concentrating on the writing, it would be good if you concentrated on the pronunciation really

S1
OK, alright

T1
I’ve got some flashcards that I was using for je me lève, je me lave which you can have, you can borrow if you want
S1
[Simul: ah OK] Yep, if I can borrow them o- overnight and see what I can do with them 

T1
That’s, these these are for another book so they’re not exactly the same. But what I did was, erm, used them as best I could <short pause>

S1
[Simul: OK] Euh, maybe you need them overnight?

T1
No I don’t need them, no

S1
[Simul: no, sure?] OK thank you, alright, we get up at, erm, 7, OK.

T1
We di-, in the book it says I prepare my breakfast, I think, ‘cause that was erm, that was ‘au petit déjeuner je prends’ oh no, ‘je mange des céréales’ no that’s OK ‘au petit déjeuner je mange des céréales avec du lait’ so that will go with that, yeah. 
S1
[Simul: erm… - avec du lait - mm-hmm – < ?> - Oui ] Je mange à la cantine, je m’habille < ?>

T1
Mes devoirs… Je fais mes devoirs

S1
oui, je fais mes devoirs, je me couche, je rentre à maison <short pause>
T1
Je dîne <?> <both laugh>

S1
Do they say, ‘Je dîne’? yeah
T1
erm, or, ‘Je prend le diner’ <knock on door>
S1
[Simul: ‘Je prend le diner… ] Oh. <pause> OK, anyway, I’ll I’ll read that and see
T1
<door closes> OK sorry

S1
Anyway, I will read that and see what expressions they use
T1
[Simul: Yes, yeah] uh-huh
S1
OK, good

T1
Je, erm <pause> er…….
S1
Je part de l’école? Non
T1
Je prépare mon sa- ou j’arrange mes affaires. <pause> Erm…Je quitte la maison <short pause> Oh, and I didn’t use that one because it’s ‘Je vais dans la salle de bains’ but it didn’t have it in the book and they also-
S1
[Simul: j’ arr- ah d’accord – oui -<?> - right - alright -  anyway] they’ve got Je me lave
T1 
[Simul: yeah and they’ve also got-] Yeah and I also taught them Je me douche

S1
Ah, Je me douche<?>
T1
‘cause there isn’t a card for that but yeah
S1
[Simul: Good, yeah.] OK, alright, yeah,I’ll try and do something with that. OK. Thank you <short pause>

T1
Right, so, <both laugh> page 36 revision, and that’s their test and….

S1
And year 11, the same
T1
[Simul: Year 11] that’s the same, that’s the same book so, erm on <short pause>on, yeah, on Thursday we did a bit about, erm <pages turning> giving your opinions and they could really do with some practice. We did this, erm,
S1
[Simul: ah yeah that’s right ]Oh this, yeah? 
T1
so they listened to the passage here and, and we did that and for homework I told them they had to learn those but they’ve probably won’t have done it very well. 
S1
[mm-hmm – OK <laughs>] OK so we can practise 
T1
And it’s, it’s specifically about holidays abroad, what do you think? And we picked out just, there’s just a few sentences in there like, err, ‘Je trouve ça nul, Je suis contre parce que c’est inutile, on apprend rien.’ But this er there isn’t very much in there. But you could extend it to just, to, I mean that’s a school trip but you could do it as just going on holiday abroad. Because they’re more likely to have to write about holidays than they are about a specific school trip
– OK – ça nul – OK - mm-hmm – right – yeah – than a school-] yeah trip, OK
T1
[Simul: Erm] But just try, what I, with my year, erm, 8s that I’ve just had, I going to do a mind map next lesson have you-

S1
No. Mind map?

T1
Yeah. If you start in the middle with, so, erm, you could put, ‘J’adore’ in the middle and then they go out like, erm, ‘J’adore faire du sport’ or ‘J’adore, erm, aller au Cinéma’ and so on, and then you can add things like, erm, ‘les, erm, les films d’horeur or something. So it ta-, it’s extending vocabulary, erm, to do with lots of different things. And you could, you could do that even with just ‘j’aime’ and ‘je n’aime pas’ or ‘je suis pro, je suis contra’ And get them to give all the re- ‘parce que’ ‘je suis pro parce que’ or j’aime les vacances à l’étranger parce que’ and get them to do lots of different reasons
S1
[Simul: yeah – OK – OK – mm-hmm – OK – alright, OK – mm-hmm – d’accord – OK, yeah – yeah - yeah] OK we can do that, yep
T1
And then it’s visual as well as them speaking. And if you, there’s paper in the drawers there if you wanted to, there’s some white paper if you wanted to do, to get them to do a neat one
S1
[Simul: yeah, that’s right – yeah, yeah - OK, make a poster, or yeah…]
T1
[Simul: Yeah.] They, they’ve done it before, erm they did one on food

S1
OK

T1
Because there was- Yeah it was a long time ago though, it was erm, right at the beginning. Its, my year 10s just did it so it was this time last year, so they might not remember it. But they’re used to doing those in other subjects as well so they, erm, 

S1
[Simul: With you? Yeah – or… yeah – ah OK - OK] Thank you

T1
[Simul: do that] So it’s erm, it’s opinions and … justification, reasons, yeah <short pause> In fact we may as well look at, erm, Thursday as well. With year 8, erm <paper shuffling> you did some work on the perfect today with my year 8

S1
[Simul: yes – OK - mm] yes, that’s right

T1
[Simul:You can] do the same on Thursday

S1
[Simul: yes] OK I’ll do that

T1
And … <long pause, paper shuffling>

S1
And, year 7 as well?

T1
Yep, year 7 have just started, erm, unit 4, oh ‘cause they showed you all the pictures of their family didn’t they
S1
[Simul: which was, erm, family and-] yeah <laughs>
T1
We had, erm, Chloe brought in the photo frames as well. And I, and I said to her, ‘did you just take those of the- off your mum’s mantelpiece or something?’ and she said, ‘No, my mum took them for me and gave them to me’

S1
[Simul: yeah, that’s right - <laughs>] Ahh, OK, not stealing them everywhere from the house?!

T1
[Simul: no, no] So, erm, <short pause> you could, you could either do something on more ma and mes to reinforce it
S1
Yeah because I see, I I’ve noticed that, euh, they are, they are usually confused. They… can say, oh, even on le, la and les they can say, ‘la père’ or ‘le mère’ or…yeah But it- yeah
T1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – mm -  So, I will] yeah, they do need the, well I’ve done it with them and they know it but they need to practise it ‘cause some of them get it wrong

S1
[Simul: practise – yeah] Er, if they take time tothink they know perfectly well if its mon or ma or mes but if they just make a sentence and in the middle they put one of them, they … just randomly said it just to, yeah
T1
[Simul: yes – yeah - mm – yes, yeah] ‘cause I’m going to go on to do sentences, erm, about using il and elle ‘cause they really just use je and tu. So it’s gonna be, erm, voici mon père, il s’appelle, il habite, Il a… <vingt-et un ?> ans- or whatever. Erm, yeah so that will be good. <short pause> And that’s it for me.
S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – OK – yeah – alright] OK Yes, that’s right.

T1
Oh dear. Right. Right, the next thing was the, erm

S1
Revision club
T1
The revision club, yes. I don’t know how many will come but I’ll speak to them tomorrow and I think, I think quite a few are interested.
S1
[Simul: yes] Yeah? And how does it work? Do they have to, euh, not to apply but I mean to, to give their name saying I’m coming? Or-

T1
Yeah, I’ve, erm, I’ve said that I want to know tomorrow who’s coming and then they need to bring a note from their parents.  I checked with the deputy head ‘cause the problem is that, that it’s gonna be different people. Because I’m doing specific things for specific groups of people. Y- you probably won’t want to come to every single one. So, it’s going to be a different group of children on different days

S1
[Simul: right – OK, yes – OK – OK – mm-hmm] Every week? 

T1
Yeah. Well some, some might come to 2 or 3, some might just come to 1, somebody might want to come to most of them and I’ve split them into, erm, foundation and higher or, or you can have everybody 

S1
[Simul: OK – yeah, I understand, alright] OK, because have you, have you, err, planned the programme for every week?

T1
[Simul: erm - yeah, this-] this is what I’ve planned. It’s not printed yet but it’s on the computer. So tomorrow we’re doing, ‘Speaking without cracking up: Conquer your fear of the cassette’ because they said to me, ‘we don’t like speaking on tape, we’re really worried because we get nervous’, yeah? So I’m gonna start of by doing some easy role plays with them and then I want to split them up ‘cause we’ve got quite a few cassettes and we’ve got all the rooms up here and, and I’m gonna get them to work in 2s or 3s and record themselves and not me and you, we’ll just listen and help with the pronunciation but they will take the part of the teacher and the pupil and just to get them used to so that they’re not afraid of the cassette recorder really!
S1
[Simul: OK - alright – mm-hmm – OK, I see, yeah – yeah – yeah – OK – OK – ah, right – yes] yeah exactly, yeah ‘cause <?>
T1
Yeah, and I said, I said to them I wanted it to be, erm, very different to the lessons. I wanted it to be a really relaxed atmosphere and, erm, I’m on bus duty at half past 3 so I said we’d start at  quarter to 4. And they get a chance to go, if they wanted to go and get a drink and some sweets

S1
[Simul: OK, that’s good – quarter to 4, alright] Yeah relax for a while and er yeah.
T1
[Simul: yeah] and then come up and if, as long as they didn’t make a mess, they could bring their sweets in with them, yeah? And erm, we’d just do, we’ll do 3 quarters of an hour, so, half pa- til half past 4. And then, I mean if some of them want to stay a bit longer I don’t mind, but I mean, that means it’s not too long, and they’ve had a break between school and the club and it’s not too long and if they want to stay they can and then-. So this is what I’ve done, next week study skills because they don’t understand how to learn. So I want to do some games on how to learn with vocabulary. So I thought-
S1
[Simul: OK – OK – OK – mm-hmm – no – yes, I think it’s a good idea, yeah] Oh, you mean for homework and things like that they don’t know how to … memorise
T1
Yeah and I thought we’d actually practise, we’d actually do some mind maps, some cards, you know, I’d actually give them some card and they’d do flash cards with English on one side and French on the other. So we’d, we’d do some examples, get them to say well what, what topic do you find difficult and get them to do some revision things, games for that

S1
[Simul: OK – mm-hmm – OK – yes – yeah – and what-] OK, yep 

T1
And then, the other thing they said was listening. So, I’ve actually split that into foundation and higher. So, the listeni- foundation is just don’t panic, I just don’t want them to panic so again it’s getting them used to the tape. So we’ll just listen to some past papers and, but I’ll do it, I’ll stop it and I’ll do it bit by bit and explain how you get the answer from what you hear
S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – right – yes] Yeah, to show it’s not that hard to understand what they say, OK
T1
[Simul: yeah] and picking out key words. And when it gets onto the higher, I want to do the relationship between what you hear and what the question is because for foundation it’ll say, ‘Are they talking about carrots, apples, pears or bananas?’ and it will say, ‘un kilo de bananes’ but with the higher, it doesn’t-, it’ll, it won’t say that, it will say something like, ‘des fruits’ ‘je voudrais des fruits’ or s- fruits and then you’ve got to say, or it’ll say ‘je voudrais de bananes’ and then it’ll say do they want fruit, vegetables, you know, bread or whatever
S1
[Simul: yeah – right – erm – yes – to see if they understand the topic, euh – yeah – OK - <?> OK] it’s not the exact words from the tape, yep
T1
[Simul: no – yeah] and things like lecture and lire, and nager and natation yeah? Because they have to know the link so I want to do that. So, that’s called, ‘don’t let the examiner trick you’ <both laugh> and then they’ve all said that they really struggle with the past, the present and the future
S1
[Simul: Ah, yes – OK – OK, yeah – alright – OK – yes, that’s right] Euh, many groups ask me, ‘can you make it clear how the past tense works’ or because it’s really confusing. So I think, yes, that would be useful

T1
[Simul: yeah] So I want to do some games with that. So, lots of things with cards, things that they can actually move about you know, maybe have some columns of past, present and future and maybe… extending sentences, you know, umm. I was, I was trying to do it with my year 8s ‘cause I’ve got a really good top set and we started off with, ‘j’ai joué’ ‘j’ai joué au foot’ ‘j’ai joué au foot avec mes copains’ ‘Samedi j’ai joué au foot avec mes copains’ ‘Samedi j’ai joué au foot avec mes copains au parc’ and so we got really long sentences. So, if they can, if they cope with the tenses then we’ll try and make the sentences but we’ll see, how it is. And then … that, that’s for everybody and then … the next week … sentence building again but using higher things like adjectives, adverbs, pronouns because that’s for the higher. Then the 23rd … the key phrases for speaking, like, Je voudrais, avez vous all the things that come up all the time and question words, Quand 
S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – yeah - right – mm-hmm – mm-hmm – right- ah OK - <laughs> - right – OK – mm-hmm – right, OK – right] Yeah, very useful words that they-
T1
[Simul: yeah] So that’s for foundation and then again the, the next one, next week is the higher speaking so how to impress the examiner. So again its sort of revising the writing using adjectives, adverbs and, and something different because the examiners are all going to hear the same thing over and over again and it gets-

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm -  yes – yeah, OK - mm] <?> yeah if you can <advertise?> or just a bit more complex in your
T1
[Simul: yeah] And then reading tactics <laughs> it’s a funny thing, I was trying to think of something to do with football for that but I haven’t thought of it yet <laughs> but that’s not til next term so I will just do this terms and I’ll leave that til next term, yeah, so it’s just, erm, again it’s looking for cognates and erm, and trying to make educated guesses at things that you don’t know

S1
[Simul: mm – right – because yeah that’s right - <?> - alright] that’s something they don’t tend to do on their own. You have to tell them, ‘don’t you recognise this word?’ or, ‘don’t you realise the same word in English?’ or ‘just get rid of the final letter, euh, and you realise you know this word actually’ and they say, ‘right’

T1
[Simul: no, no – yes - <laughs> - yeah] And mainly if, if they’re coping well with that we’ll be going on to looking at what, what’s a verb and what’s a noun and what’s an adjective because the gap filling exercises you can actually do them really quickly if you know, ‘cause you’ve got a list of words and if you know that the gap is a noun you’ve only got a choice between 2 nouns you see, but we’ll s-, I’ll see I don’t want to do that unless they’re OK and then the higher ones, how to approach a text because it’s really long, so I want to go through, erm, picking out, again picking out cognates… key words, erm, and not worry about what you don’t know, so it’s erm called modelling <laughs> modelling
S1
[Simul: ah-ha – what a verb is – <?> - yes, that’s right, yeah – mm-hmm – and key words – yeah, that’s it –- <brief laugh>] modelling, <laugh> OK
T1 
And er that’s my my joke, ‘how do porcupines mate?
S1
How do-?
T1
Porcupines, do you know what porcupines are? 

S1
No I don’t

T1
I don’t know what the French is either, umm, but they’re little animals a bit like hedgehogs but they’ve got really sharp, erm, spines … <bang> and they're p- I think they’re poisonous as well … I’ll have to look it up ‘cause it’s bothering me now. And the answer is..
S1
[Simul: <laughs> - yes – OK - Oh, I think] I think it is er… porc-épic
T1
Oh, porc-épic it is, yes, yeah. 
S1
porc-épic yeah that’s right

T1
How do they, how do they mate? And they answer, the answer is very carefully so that they don’t kill each other, you know. So I wanted them to think about ‘very carefully’, you approach a text very carefully. But they probably won’t pick that up either! <laughs> but anyway that’s, that’s and I’ve missed out 1 week because, erm … there’s something, there’s a revision something for year 11 on that Wednesday, it’s the, it’s the one in May the week before that so I’ve missed that out. I don’t know when it is, whether it’s in the day or in the evening but I figured if they’d, whatever, they don’t really want to be staying behind. So that’s it to the end of, and then they go, the next week they go.

S1
[Simul:  <laughs> - Ah, right <laughs> - very carefully, ah – OK – right – OK – yeah] that’s it. When is it the exam exactly? The date of the exam
T1
The exams, erm, the speaking exams have got to be done before the 16th … of May and we do them as late as possible so that they’ve got more time to write it. So that should be happening just before the speaking exams. So that’s 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 that’s only 10 weeks revision, you know, it isn’t very long. So that’s it. So on Wednesday if you could just help them with their pronunciation really. But I thought we’d maybe, just le-, we’d do the role plays and then just leave them and not interfere with them until they’ve played around with the cassette and recorded it and listened, ‘cause they always listen back and they laugh and then say to them, ‘right, I now want you to do, do a real one’, you know, try and be serious and then we’ll listen to it and check what, you know, how their pronunciation is and
S1
[Simul: OK – more time to, yes – OK – 10 weeks, yes – mm – OK – OK, that’s good – yes – yes – OK – yes] OK and then what they could improve or, we go over, OK
T1
[Simul: mm – yeah] but that’s, so that’s Wednesday’s. So that, I hope that they come, I hope they come

S1
Yeah, <laughs> yeah, do you have, erm, an idea how many pupils are going to come? No,

T1
[Simul: <coughs>] No, I’ve absolutely no idea at all

S1
The, the <?> you did that didn’t you?

T1
Yeah, and again it was, erm, you know, some days you’d have 3 and then another day you’d have 10.

S1
Oh well, OK

T1
At my last school I had 16 once and that was the biggest 

S1
Right. And for example when it’s, erm, foundation group do you tend to have less people there?
T1
[Simul: mm] Erm … I’ve not done it like that before, I’ve never split it up before, I’ve always had the all together and sometimes, I saw, I, maybe split them into 2 groups in the 1 classroom
S1
[Simul: yes, OK] Yeah, OK

T1
But, it bothers me because the, because the group that I have is mixed ability, and some of the weaker ones don’t, are really scared because they don’t want to say anything in front of the ones that are really good and I really wanted to split them up this time

S1
[Simul: mm-hmm – I, euh, yeah – that’s understandable - yep] To give them the opportunity to ask questions and to share where they are comfortable to- yeah I think it is a good idea as well especially in revision club ‘cause at school they are always mixed with the others, so

T1
[Simul: yeah - <coughs> - yeah – yeah – mm] Even though it’s, they’re set, it’s still a mixed ability group, erm, yeah. And so, you’re happy to come on the Wednesday, you don’t mind, you’re sure

S1
[Simul: yeah – still, yeah – mm – OK – yeah] No, no, no that’s fine, that’s very interesting, I think its, euh, yeah, I don’t, I’d be very happy come and see how it goes and 

T1
[Simul: yeah] and if it’s just you and me we’ll have a cup of tea and a biscuit <both laugh>

S1
OK, yeah. Yeah that’s right. So, quarter to 4? I have to remember that. OK, no problem. Can I bring my sweets as well or-?

T1
[Simul: yeah] Oh, yes, I mean I shall make a cup of tea, I shall. And I did actually think if they weren’t many of them, I could make them tea or coffee you know if there’s 15 then that’s too much  but if there’s 5 or 6 of them

S1
[Simul: <laughs> - no] you could say do you want

T1
We could actually come in here and, ‘cause it’s nicer in here than in my teaching room, so
S1
[Simul: yeah, that’s right] And it’s less formal I think in just-, make it more friendly in here, yeah. OK, good, yeah I will come definitely. So, erm, are you the only one or the revision club, teaching I mean, taking the students? 

T1
[Simul: mm – yeah – thank you –yeah, yeah] Yeah

S1
OK, alright, good

T1
Right, I usually say, ‘end of test’ <both laugh> right, that’s the end of the conversation < both laugh>

