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T1
<school name 1> School. PIC Project recording. Er Friday the 7th of January 2005. We have a meeting with all the three foreign languages assistants. Erm. We have Heloise Daubert, who is in the PIC Project and Heloise is French. And we have Svenja House who is German and is working with us part-time shared with another school. And we have Jofre Fernando
S3
Fernandez <laughs>

S1
[Simul: <laughs>]

S2
[Simul: <laughs>]

T1
Fernandez erm whose name is double barrelled so it’s too long to say erm and <laughs>

S3
[Simul: No] No <?>

T1
Well, Fernandez, tell me the next bit.

S3
Juan Francisco Fernandez Martín
S2
<laugh>

T1
Thank you mm thank you very much, OK, gracias. And we wanted to do a quick catch up in the New Year having missed the last meeting due to a <?>  in Germany and probably the meeting before that as well so we haven’t had a meeting for a very long time hence no recording. Erm, so, first of all, I wanted to say thank you very much to you all for your very hard and efficient work before Christmas in doing the invigilation.  It is invaluable to us and you were very efficient and very pleasant and you were very strict with the the pupils about not cheating and so on. And that’s even more important next time when we have… when we have um the real exams. Which are, for French it’s in um actually I can show you it on here, the date’s on this poster. OK. For French they’ll be starting in the week commencing the 14th of March.

S2
[Simul: mm-hmm]

S3
[Simul: yeah yeah yeah it’s OK]

S1
[Simul: Uh-huh] Mm-hmm

T1
Exactly which days I don’t know.
S1
OK

T1
Um. It’ll be like before. Possibly Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. With Gérard doing all three days and Sophie doing Monday. And then for German and Spanish it’s the um first full week back after Easter. Where are we? Down there. And that’s the deadline that we have to work to for all year 11 classes. Is there any questions you’d like to ask right know about the GCSEs and what they consist of and so on. No? Happy with that? So what we’re really asking you to do with year 11 is nothing but concentrate on that topics that’ve been covered and the role-plays. Now some, for instance Gérard has covered the role-plays erm in quite a lot of detail with er role-play C which is harder and we’ve not done that in French or Span in German or Spanish because th- we’ve got to cover the ground more quickly and hadn’t got that far basically. So while you’re onto C role-plays, we’re not,  so you can’t begin to do them. Erm, what you should ask for if if we forget to give it to you please is the examiners’ booklet when you’re doing role-play work. Do you know what that is?

S1
[Simul: Ahh, OK – mm-hmm] Mmm I think so yes.

T1
[Simul: It’s] a little a white booklet about a centimetre thick and it’s got in it a picture of all the role-play cards and the conversation as we’re supposed to conduct it.

S1
Yeah. With Sophie I I

T1
Y- You  know it.

S1
Yeah.

T1
Right. And if we forget and just say can you practise B role-plays and we’re sending you out without the booklet at some point you’re going to say I don’t know what that question was.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – yeah] Yeah, yeah. I know the situation- Yeah yeah.
T1
[Simul: You know the situation I’m talking about.]
S1
Mm-hmm.

T1
Does that make sense Jofre?

S3
[Simul: Yeah] Yeah.

T1
[Simul: Right, OK.] And perhaps, I think you know as well Svenja what I mean.

S2
Sort of. I didn’t really do anything <?>

T1
[Simul: Yeah?] I I’ll have to show you. I I never get them out at the right time cause I’ve never shown you. I’ve never started you on B role-plays. For the moment. This afternoon, Svenja, I’d like you to do topics 2, 3 and 4 with my class who are expecting you. It was their homework to revise them. They should have learnt them for their speaking mock exam in um December. So if they’ve forgotten them it’s because they’ve not made any effort to revise and that was their homework for today. So you can be quite strict with them if they’ve forgotten. And the other teachers can come back and er sort things out from there. Very quickly Jofre on your timetable, um, apart from Ruth this morning is there any other problem that you’ve come across?

S2
[Simul: Mm-hmm – mm-hmm]

S3
Yes Yes Yeah. At eh, in eh, fauf let me think, third period eh I had a class in eh B4

S1
[Simul: mmm] 
T1
uh-huh
S3
And at the same time Heloise h- has a class

S1
[Simul: No no no] it’s fine I will go in B4 office don’t worry
T1
[Simul: That’s sorted]

S3
Ah OK, OK.

T1
Is that OK? Right OK. What I’m anticipating will happen is that where I thought we could change your timetable and somebody like Eric is supposedly free but really doing music tech. In which case can you come back to me? That’s why you’ve only got a rough timetable at the moment ‘cause there’s bound to be some other problem.

S2
[Simul: You both are in B4?]

S1
[Simul: I am in B B4 office. <?>]

S3
Yeah.

T1
So if you can just live with b- being a bit messy for a week until we make sure.

S3
[Simul: Only for a week] No?

T1
Well maybe alright, 2 weeks <laughs> you’re quite right. 2 weeks would be better. Erm. So. The mock orals for GCSE great, thank you very much. Your help is invaluable. Um the mock orals yesterday. It was um, Svenja, it was your day off, but thank you very much for doing your bit for um A-level students who really work hard in their 20 minutes and they they they really need that peace and quiet so it was lovely to have you there just sitting wrapped up in your coat against the winter cold in this country. It was terrible. I forgot to show you the thermostat. I’m sorry.

S3
[Simul: Yeah, OK. 2 weeks -  yeah ‘cause it was really quite cold there, yeah yeah – yeah] Yeah

S1
[Simul: <laughs> - <coughs> - <laughs>]
T1
Now, um, the important thing for year 12 and 13 is that they will now be starting to prepare for their mock orals, which start about the 6th of February. And this hits them with a sh- uh as a bit of a shock because of course they remember their exams which are down for that week. No, it’s the following week, the week before half-term.

S1
[Simul: Uh, OK]

S2
Er the the 6th is the Sunday.

T1
Oh is it? Must be the 5th then and that’s just from my head. 
S1
[Simul: Mmm – the 7th ] The 7th.

S2
[Simul: the 5th is the Saturday <laughs>]
S1
<?> sense

S3
<?>

T1
[Simul: Right. In that ca-. It’s down here. 
If you ever need to refer to dates this is for you and the 6th form. So their actual exams are the week commencing the 7th of February.

S1
Mm-hmm

S2
Mmm.

T1
And in that week you won’t have, you probably won’t have any year 12 or 13 students, I think.

S2
[Simul: In that we] In we aren’t

T1
[Simul: In that week]. Yes. So

S2
The week from the 7th to the

T1
13th. So

S2
[Simul: Yeah]

S1
The week before the holidays.

S2
[Simul: Half – half] Half term.

T1
That’s right. So the week before half term. So instead of that what we’ll try to do is put you in, on the days you’re in anyway. We’re not going to mess around with your timetable and make you a special timetable for one week. But on the days you’re in anyway if you can do a year 11 class instead then that would obviously be very valuable. I’ll have to look at that when I’ve got time. OK?

S1
[Simul: Yeah of course]

S2
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Just no year 13 or year or…year
T1
[Simul: 12] and 13

S1
12 and 13

T1
What they do is have one week when they have all their exams and th- the odd half day here or there they have a study leave. So they can go home to revise. So if they are revising for their history exam, they don’t really need to practise their Spanish in the meantime. You know. It doesn’t make sense to um to do it that way. But what we do need to work really hard with them for urm, all of us, is towards their mock oral exams, which um, m- I know my class, they’re th- th- the year 12 class, you know Svenja, um, they are not getting their heads round, as we say in English, they’re not understanding the fact that they have to sit and talk German for 15 minutes. And that this business of breaking into English, which I know they do with you, because I I just know how they are, erm, that that simply doesn’t do. And you know we have to be so strict with them and I would say ‘Inglés no’ or whatever in the language and just say you know that this is not what you’re here for. It’s not what we pay you to come here for. It’s not what you work hard for is for them to break into English or, for that matter, for you to start saying ‘Oh well, this is too complicated in Spanish, French, German, I’ll just explain it in English. Just say ‘No. Not allowed. I’m carrying on to speak in my own language.’ You know. Unless it’s terrib-. Unless it’s grammar. We always explain grammar in- in English. Except a brief reassurance. We might say ‘quel est le verbe’ or whatever, but it’s not erm, it’s only just to- If we’re explaining the theory of grammar, like em, Svenja you were in on the Wednesday class. I think I did that, three quarters of that in English on purpose because they haven’t done the perfect tense for months and months and months and it had to be done in English. And they they’ve understood it cause I did it again today, so it worked. If I’d have done it in German they’d have been wooh confused. Anyway, erm so, I think you you all have to, y- you’re such nice, friendly people that you think ‘oh well, I’ll just help and explain this in English.’ This actually has to be reduced massively and only when you see comprehension is not taking place and poor Ruth’s face and she just looks totally confused, then by all means go into Sp- erm English to explain. <Screams from outside>. But I think really be quite strict with them. You know.

S2
[Simul: Mm - Um hmm – mmm]

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm]

S3
OK

S2
En español <laughs>.

S3
En español yeah yeah

T1
[Simul: <laughs>] Anyway, er, so that was one thing. Erm, planner. Erm can you lo-

S2
Forgot mine

T1
Oh dear. Right. Can you tell me. Well Jofre, you’ve got yours and I I haven’t recently seen yours.

S3
Yeah

T1
Looking up absences. Erm. What are the issues with Eric, Ruth, Lucy erm.

S3
Well in general, for example, just they they had euh, Lucy er didn’t euh show up, but it it was because eh she was in a, in a school trip.

T1
Oh right.

S3
But in general there are they are coming to my to to the cases classes and that’s no problem. So that’s fine.

T1
[Simul: They’re very good – good – OK – That’s good] Right. Lovely. OK. Lucy’s a very nice girl and she would tell you. She would think, well

S3
[Simul: <?>] She has told me th- in in fact, you know

T1
Yeah

S3
I I met her and she told me.

T1
Oh that’s fine. Yes, yes they really are.

S3
[Simul: She told me so] and for example, today Andrew er forgot to come to to to the class. So I have to. I had to go to the 6th form block and I found him there. But, well, in general they are coming.

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – block – yes – OK ] right OK. That’s good. And if they, if somebody starts forgetting again you know, more than once, then we have to send a letter home <?>, but I don’t think that’s going to happen cause they’re they’re very good. OK. But I know it’s very hard for you having so many lessons with Eric and Ruth, that’s why we’re moving you into year 10 a bit so that once they’ve learnt some topic questions you can at least practise with them because it’s a lot of extra work for you as well as them. Having to speak Spanish for 2, 3 hours a week <laughs>.

S3
[Simul: No no no – not now, it’s not necessary – yeah – yeah] Yeah. Yes. <laughs>.

T1
So Svenja, apart from Haley…
S2
Yeah
T1
Have there been any other problems? <bell sounds> Oh no.

S2
I think Sarah and Rose have been absent perhaps 2 times each.

T1
Yeah.

S2
and Stuart p- I dunno, once or so

T1
{Simul: Mm - mm] So n- not a problem really.

S2
No no.

T1
OK. Great. And any

S2
<coughs>

S1
and me no. Alison before didn’t come too much but now it’s better.

T1
OK.

S1
Maybe because she has her exam so soon <laughs> she wanted to…
T1
[Simul: Yeah.] OK.

S1
But now now in the year 12 there’s no problem. 
T1
No, they're so good, Year 12 they understand that if they don’t come to practise with you they’re missing out.

S1
[Simul: mm] Mm mm mm.

T1
Right, and that was it. Now, I’ve, one tiny little thing is I need your telephone numbers please and this I omitted to do in our last 2 meetings which is really bad. Um, I’ve got um Svenja’ mobile. Does that still apply? 4473362883
S2
I don’t know it by heart.

T1
No I I don’t know my mobile by heart. But what I don’t have is, you have a house line, erm you

S2
No

S3
No no no no

S1
I have one, they don’t

S3
We haven’t

S1
No just mobile

T1
Just mobile. Right, in that case I don’t have Heloise, your mobile.

S1
<coughs> I don’t know th- Do you have your mobile? <laughs>

S2
[Simul: <laughs>]

S3
[Simul: <laughs>] No, I’ve lost my mobile.
T1
[Simul: Do you have Heloise’s mobile?]

S3
[Simul:  Anyway, anyway, Svenja, Svenja]
S2
[Simul: <laughs> - I have yours I, I I have yours] So my mobile number is 0745

T1
Ah that’s different. I’ll do it on here. 0745 yeah
S2
Er 054
T1
054
S2
1234
T1
1234 OK

S2
Mm-hmm

T1
And Heloise. If you could look that up on there.

S1
Mmm. No…‘h’ not ‘e’ <laughs> 07345
T1
07234
S1
234
T1
234
S1
170

T1
170. That’s brilliant. And for Jofre I have yours down as 0034 for Spain, 23432542.

S3
[Simul: Yeah – that’s] my Spanish one but I have a <?>
S2
[Simul: I tell you]
S3
Yeah

T1
Oh right. You tell. It’s a different one. Shall I cross this one off?

S2
[Simul: yeah]

S3
Yeah. No, well, pff, it can be er helpful anyway, but, well

S2
[Simul: If he’s in Spain then you can]

T1
[Simul: That’s true.] I might want to ring him on his mobile in Spain, you never know <laughs>.

S1
[Simul: <laughs>]

S3
[Simul: <laughs>]

S2
[Simul: <laughs>] OK. Err it’s 0791

T1
0791

S2
4536
T1
4536
S2
305
T1
305. That’s lovely. That’s’ great and I’ll have to go and do my register. Was there anything else that you wanted to ask. Sorry these meetings are always so short

S3
[Simul: Is] Is gonna be my eh timetable, my actual, my real, my current timetable be permanent for all the eh rest of the eh course?

T1
[Simul: <laughs>] No. That’s a good question. All the timetables change erm after Easter. After the GCSEs are finished. And basically, we then ask you to go into year 10 and year 9 and erm once th- they. Just to show you how short the time is, year 12 do their exam erm, their speaking exam about the 7th, 8th of May, roughly and year 13 very shortly after that, maybe the following week, maybe even the same week. So by the middle of May, year 11, 12 and 13 have finished with you. Isn’t that amazing? And for the last half of May it’s only 9 and 10. Apart fro-…For once we can get you into year 9, which is great.

S3
[Simul: yeah]
S1
[Simul: Uh-huh – Mm-mm] Mm yeah. <?>
T1
Which you’ve never even, never even met. I think you’ve met them once. That lovely <?>. Any other questions?

S2
[Simul: Mm-hmm, yeah– Mm-hmm] Mm yeah. This language no this lunchtime la-

T1
[Simul: Lunchtime] languages club. Well done. Yes. Erm. I I know that you must feel left out of this Svenja. The reason is that now that Tanya’s back and now that the 6th formers are working, we we don’t we need to find a day when you’re here.

S2
Uh-huh

T1
So. I. You know. It’s just the best day for us, Thursday.

S2
Thursday.

S2
So, I don’t have nothing to do with this.

T1
[Simul: and if] That’s right. And if, when you’ve got um half an hour when a pupil or one of your 6th form students are not coming, what we’d like you to do is say instead of that can you come er once a week to er French is Wednesday and Spanish is Friday. So for every… for everyone, when somebody can’t come, like you say Lucy was away, we can now say, ‘OK, Jofre, can you help us next Friday?’ OK?

S2
[Simul: Uh-huh – ah OK – OK]

S3
[Simul: Yeah – Yeah] OK.

T1
So, erm, and that’s going to be tricky because we’ve got our fortnightly meetings on Fridays so I don’t know what we do. So it would be every other Friday we’d ask you, ‘cause this meeting must take place. So that we can record it on cassette [laughs]. End of recording.

S1
[Simul: mmm] Thank you.

