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Pragmatics and Intercultural Communication Project 

Englishness
Summary of students comments about French preconceptions of English culture 

(1) Most frequent comments, from groups or from several individuals:

(Quotes and relevant comments from individuals in parenthesis).
· Different humour (‘spéciale’; ‘particulaire’; ‘blagues lourdes style retour de guerre’; ‘autodérision’).
· Food (‘particulier’; ‘bizarre’; ’mauvaise’; a strange mix of different foods; coffee like ‘jus de chausette’).
· Different fashion (‘libéré’ – a tolerant attitude to dress, lots of idiosyncrasy/ freedom of choice; girls dress ‘de la façon Barbie’; bad (kitsch) taste in dress and interior decoration; strong contrast between liberal dress during leisure time and formality of dress at work).
· Cost of living high.
· Isolated/insular (anti-Euro; culture ‘fermé’; music all anglophone; drive on left, metric system ‘les anglais se détachent culturellement du lot’ – lot meaning Europe).
· Tea drinking.
· Conservative, traditionaliste.
· Patriotic (‘fierté, nationaliste).
· Not multilingual – they perceive the British lack of linguistic skills as pride in our own language, though several people did comment that as English is the international language there is less incentive for Brits to learn other languages.

· Honest (e.g. don’t habitually try to skip paying on metros and buses, not normal to steal – perception that for the French if an opportunity arises where you can cheat/steal then you do so.)
· Royal family (British very keen on their Royals, also a couple of comments which seemed to indicate that they perceive the monarchy as having an effect on the British parliamentary system, as if Britain were not truly a democracy).
(2) Less frequent comments from one or two groups, or from a couple of individuals:
· 2 positive comments on the British way of life being different (‘Ten years ahead of the French’ in terms of way of life; ‘savoir-vivre’).
· Climate (rain).
· School children in uniform.
· Hospitable.
· Courteous, polite.
· Heavy drinking; culture of beer and pubs.
· Snobby.
(3) Comments from one individual:
· Flags (?).
· Big brother security cameras everywhere.
· Eccentric – ‘extremes’ of behaviour.
· There was one comment about diversity in the sense that Britain is made of four nations, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
· Soap operas

· One comment about light levels, as if it gets dark earlier in Britain than it does in France, and there are less hours of daylight. 
