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Funded by IAS

The workshop was held in the Lancaster University Conference Centre on 14-15 January (the final programme is attached). It brought together a network of academics and practitioners who work in the field of tourism studies which crosses the academic disciplines of Politics and International Relations, Sociology, Planning and Environmental Management, Geography, Development Studies amongst others. The workshop explored the politics of ecotourism in a North-South context, especially through an examination of the following areas: 

1) Local to global networks in ecotourism
2) Ecotourism and global governance
3) The politics of being an ecotourist
The workshop was attended by 30 people, which included a diverse range of participants either as speakers or audience members, drawn from within and outside the UK. For example these included Professor Juan Cordoba y Azcarate from the University Complutense Madrid/University of Yucatan Mexico, Muleso Kharika Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (Government of South Africa) and Paulette Bynoe from the University Guyana/University of Sussex amongst others. This was especially useful because the participants had worked in a wide range of developing countries (Thailand, Kenya, Guyana, Mexico, Madagascar, Belize, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Kyrgyzstan, South Africa, Malawi, Gambia, Ethiopia and Lesotho amongst others) and were able to reflect on the theoretical questions surrounding ecotourism in relation to this diverse range of case study suites. 

In financial terms the workshop came in on budget. Total expenditure was £2318.93, just under the allocated £2500 for all travel, subsistence and accommodation costs of participants, plus the costs of room hire in the conference centre.

Outcomes of the Workshop

At this stage there are 4 definite outcomes of workshop, and it is possible that there will be further results/outcomes, especially as project develop between participants. 

1. Publication: Dr. Rosaleen Duffy is editing a special issue of the Journal of Ecotourism. The special issue will be based on selected papers from the workshop. All the authors contacted have agreed to allow their paper to be published in the Journal. Professor David Fennel at Brock University (Canada) as editor of the Journal has been very supportive and has worked to facilitate the publication which should appear in late 2005/early 2006. Professor John Urry has also been especially helpful in discussions on which papers might be included. In addition, Rosaleen Duffy has been encouraged to submit a separate paper to Journal of Sustainable Tourism. 

2. Discussion network: The workshop brought together a network of people who have continued discussions with each other about possible future projects and meetings.

3. External research bid: Dr Rosaleen Duffy has been invited to be part of an ESRC Research Seminars competition bid entitled ‘Theorising Tourism: a post-disciplinary approach’. The bid is co-ordinated by Professor Peter Burns of CENTOPS, University of Brighton, and will include seminars in Universities of Oxford, Exeter, Stirling, Surrey, Sunderland, Brighton

4. Invited speaker: Dr. Rosaleen Duffy has been invited to speak on ecotourism at UCLAN and Sheffield Hallam University; and she has been invited to take part in a series of workshops on transboundary parks and ecotourism and social research in protected areas (organised by International Union for the Conservation of Nature and the University of Witwatersrand at the Kruger National Park, South Africa). 
