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Leam Catchment Partnership Project

19th June 2012

Attendees:

Melissa Hoskings – Severn Rivers Trust

Jodie Whitehead – Severn Trent Water

Bob Slater – CFE / Warwickshire Rural Hub

Katherine Cherry – Severn Trent Water

John Moverly – Amenity Forum

Stephen Foster – Environment Agency

Gina Rowe – Warwickshire Wildlife Trust


Actions

· Action – ALL to let me know of any events and workshops for farmers for 2013-2014.

· Melissa to register Agronomist Meeting for BASIS Points.

· Action – Katherine to ask the EA for river level data.

· Action – Melissa to confirm with Colin the location of monitoring points.

1. Review of activities that have been undertaken in the catchment: November 2011 - present.
· 19th December WTW Tour & CSF Capital Grant Talk.  Very low numbers due to the proximity to Christmas.
· 7th February CSF Capital Grant Talk at the Blue Lias Inn was well attended.
· 16th February Benefits of Biobeds Talk at Toft Farm.
· 18th Januar & 9th February PLANET Nutrient Management Workshop (Rural Hub & CSF run by Bob Slater) was full on both sessions.
2. The Success of the Capital Grant Scheme with landowners
· 56 visits to farms to promote the grant scheme, out of which 46 were interested in applying.

· Very positive response from farmers who “couldn’t have done the work without the help of funding”.

· This lead to 30 Whole Farm Appraisals for farmers

· The top grant applications included:

· watercourse fencing

· concrete yard renewal

· hardcore tracks

· rainwater harvesting

· 4 applied for pesticide washdown areas

· 3 applied for a biofilter.

3. Planned catchment activities for 2012-2014
· Tour of Water Treatment Works

· Biobed Operation / Completion demonstration on farm

· Spreader and sprayer calibration testing for those new to testing
Drop-in Centre

· The group agreed this was a good idea; however a number of important factors would need to be considered including the choice of livestock market and those who will be providing advice.

· It would need a lot of promotion to let farmers know you are there.

· This could be a good way of representing a number of different organisations and schemes for farmers to become involved with, i.e. CSF, Tried & Tested, CFE, Rural Hub etc.

· Provide farmers with up-to-date info on legislation

· We could possibly advertise through the Rural Hub emailing system? Action – Melissa to discuss with Carrie

· Rugby Market could be a good venue

Agronomists & Farm Advisors Meeting on the 3rd July

· This will be our first meeting to increase awareness of the CSF project amongst agronomists

· Provide data and summaries on our Water quality monitoring data

· Discuss the findings of the ADAS Farm Survey into pesticide usage in the Leam catchment and look at different mitigation measures as a way forward.

· Action - Melissa to register event for BASIS Points.
New ideas for workshops for farmers

· Severn Trent have a new nutrient budget tool which they would like to trial with farmers.  This could be in conjunction with a soil/ nutrient planning event. This is a simple online tool that takes about 10-15 minutes to complete and provides a summary of nutrient input/output and potential cost savings for the farm.

· Possible spreader / sprayer testing event

4.  Water Quality Monitoring in the catchment
· Katherine Cherry provided a summary of the water quality sampling data for the Leam catchment and discussed the main issues.
· Pesticide peaks were briefly discussed in relation to farm practises and rainfall events.

· The group thought it would be valuable to plot rainfall or river level data against pesticide levels and look at the correlation.

· Action – Katherine to ask the EA for river level data.

5. The Catchment Restoration Fund

Melissa is putting forward a bid for the CRF on behalf of the Leam Partnership Project.  Currently we are proposing the following restoration measures for the catchment:
· Wetland creation to reduce phosphate and pesticide levels
· Bypass channel at Stoney Thorpe Weir

· In-ditch wetlands and sediment traps

· Tree planting to relieve flooding and promote bankside protection
· Introduction of gravel into the River Itchen, Stowe and Leam
6. Feedback from Catchment Partners
Environment Agency
· The Environment Agency are in the process of identifying and writing to groups of farmers in the catchment to offer them the option of receiving a free advice visit from either Bob Slater or CSF, or alternatively they will receive a visit from the Environment Agency.    

· Stephen has applied for funding for bankside protection on 5 farms within the catchment.  He receives confirmation of this funding on the 26th July with work starting in the autumn.
· The Environment Agency are planning a series of workshops for farmers in the catchment.  The subject matter is likely to be NVZ or waste regulations.
· The Environment Agency will be starting their storm sampling in September.  This will enable us to work with landowners in areas of high pesticide peak flow.

· Action – Melissa to confirm with Colin the location of monitoring points.
CFE

· ELS/ HLS farm walk in conjunction with CSF at Hodnell Manor on Friday 6th July. 

Severn Trent Water

· Severn Trent Water will be starting to monitor the Campion Hills abstraction intake with autosampling equipment.  This work will look at the duration of pesticide peaks and try and link them with samples taken within the catchment.

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust

· The WWT held a Living Economy Conference in May which was very successful and resulted in an application for Warwickshire to become a Local Nature Partnership.
· WWT are revising the management plans for their wetland nature reserves.  This may provide opportunities for increasing the area of wetland habitats in the catchment through funding from the CRF. 

Amenity Forum

· Have recently published the June 2012 newsletter which includes details of the CSF work being undertaken in the Leam catchment.  



















