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New Catchment Plan for the Tidal Thames

Draft-in-Progress
Current version updated:  20 April 2012  -  Final Plan to be submitted:  22 December 2012
Thames21 and the Thames Estuary Partnership are arranging for people and organisations connected with the Thames to have the opportunity to help create a new Catchment Plan to look after the river.

The Tidal Thames is one of the most high profile, complex and densely-populated areas in the world. The aim is to bring together its huge variety of stakeholders to produce a realistic, practical and beneficial plan for the river which reflects its needs, and the needs of its communities.  
As well as contributing directly to the Plan, you can see it develop as further stakeholders, groups and individuals contribute ideas, knowledge, expertise and experience.

This Plan belongs to everyone who values the River.

The Problems the Plan will help deal with:
The Tidal Thames is affected by the strong tides and currents created by flood defence walls and structures, by pollutants from chemicals to sewage, by plastic and other litter, and by less and less fresh water flowing into the river.  All of these and other factors have a huge affect on water quality in the river, upon its wildlife and biodiversity, and upon the people who use the river.  Coordinated action is needed now by communities and stakeholders to protect and enhance our river environment.  This Plan will be the first step.
How this will work:
You can add your ideas into the latest version of the developing Plan. Either new ideas, or your contribution to issues already raised by others. 
They will be assessed by the Co-host Advisory Group of experts and will be either: put in logical order in the next draft of the main Plan, or: put into the Plan’s Ideas Appendix for further investigation. 

An additional Appendix will be continually updated to list all the organisations and individuals who have contributed their thoughts and ideas into the Plan as we go along (unless you would prefer this to remain private).
Keep updated:

Sign up to receive the latest version of the Plan as it grows and develops in the coming months - or just look on the website.
	SECTION 1: ISSUES AND THEIR CURRENT STATUS
Add your issue here, give it the next consecutive number, then go to Section 2)




General and site-specific issues on the river
	1. There are unacceptable levels of chemical pollutants in the river and despite routine and investigative monitoring, modelling and site inspections, the sources of many of these pollutants is still unknown. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	SECTION 2: WHAT CAN BE DONE TO ADDRESS THESE? 
Add your solution here, using the same number – then go to Section 3


	1. Carry out wider and more intensive investigating and water quality monitoring.  Investigate the potential to train and organise community volunteers to carry out water quality testing for specific substances along the river, and help identify possible sources. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	SECTION 3:  ACTION PLAN 

What should the target be to achieve - and when by?  Who can help deliver this target?  
Can you play your part?


	1. Train, deploy, manage, support and provide equipment to 100 volunteer water testers across the Tidal Thames by 2015.  Analyse results of testing. and carry out additional testing in areas of concern. (Thames21 can help deliver this, and also train other groups.) 

Liaise with identified polluters to stop the pollution. (The Environment Agency can deliver this.)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Note:  Original numbering may change as the plan grows, is developed and refined and sections and appendices added.  No serious contributions will be deleted.
	IDEAS APPENDIX 

All ideas needing further investigation before being merged into the main Plan




	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	APPENDIX OF THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE PLAN
The names/organisations of all contributors will appear here, unless you prefer this kept private




	1. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Tidal Thames Catchment Co-Hosts

This plan is being co-ordinated in partnership by:
Thames21






Thames Estuary Partnership

Walbrook Wharf





UCL – Environment Institute
78–83 Upper Thames Street




Room G13, Pearson Building

London






Gower Street

EC4R 3TD






London WC1E 6BT


