
Ribble Life project update
March 2012 edition  
Welcome to the March edition of the Ribble Life pilot.   Ribble Life is a project which focuses on the improvement of water environment in the Ribble Catchment for social and economic benefit for all.  The catchment is principally made up of the River Ribble, along with its major tributaries which include the Hodder, Calder and Darwen.

At the heart of the vision is a real appetite to bring people together and make a difference to the environment and help improve people’s quality of life.
The e-bulletin is sent to a variety of public, private, voluntary and community organisations throughout the Ribble Catchment.  

What have we been up to?

Ribble Life online survey results 
Last month, we mentioned our online survey tool on our website www.ribblelife.org which asks about your local river and how it could be improved.  So far we have had xx responses and here are some of the headlines:

· 53% of you said that you visit your local river once a week

· 36% of you said you that when you visit your local river you walk along it, 26% of you fish and 24% go to watch wildlife

· 47% of you believe pollution from farming activities is the biggest threat to your local rivers whilst 8% said invasive alien species

· 16% said that to make improvements to local river you would volunteer through litter picks and tree planting 

If you have not done so, please can you spare some time to fill in the survey to tell us what you think as your views are important to us.  After all, you help shape the project!

Community Life programme launch, Asda Colne

On the XX March, the Ribble Life project team attended the Community Life programme launch at Asda Colne.  Throughout the country, Asda have launched this initiative to help make local communities better places to live and work for their colleagues and customers.  

The Community Life programme is focussed on four key areas: 

· Local life by supporting families through volunteering and fundraising

· working life by improving job prospects 

· healthier life by health awareness and providing health checks in-store

· greener life by creating awareness in providing cleaner, safer environments.

The project team want to align our priorities for the Ribble catchment with the activities and projects planned as part of this programme. Following the launch, we secured commitment from Asda Colne to help us carry out some river restoration projects in the local area.  

Meeting with the Forestry Commission

On XX March,  we met with the Forest Commission. At the end of the meeting we agreed….
Catch up with the National Farmers Union.
On XX March, we met with the National Farmers Union (NFU). We recognise farmers have a big role to play in managing the local countryside and supporting the local economy.  The NFU has offered to help us engage with local farmers to help make improvements to our watercourses.  We are also interested in hearing from farmers if they want to take on any environmental improvement projects themselves. 
Tidal Ribble workshop
You were all invited to the Tidal Ribble workshop held at the Environment Agency’s office in Preston on 29 March.  Those of you who attended shared evidence and data about this part of the catchment which spans from Longridge to Lytham St Annes.  There will be further workshops in April and May this year to identify evidence based actions that will form part of the Ribble Life catchment action plan for the Tidal Ribble. 
What’s coming up?
Angling workshop, Sun and Royal Pub, Clitheroe
On 12 May from 10am to 4pm, we will be hosting an Angling workshop at the Sun and Royal Pub in Clitheroe where lunch will be provided.  If you would like to attend please contact Catherine Birtwistle on 01200 444452 to book your place. 

Upper Ribble Catchment appraisal tour 
We are looking at holding another tour on the River XXX in the upper Ribble catchment in the next few months.  If you are a local business or community group and would be interested in taking part please get in touch. 
Latest news:
UK Drought not affecting the North West.
You may be aware that parts of England including East Anglia, South East and now parts of South Yorkshire are affected by drought.

According the Environment Agency, the North West region has experienced average rainfall for this time of year and is currently not in a drought situation. Following the drought experienced in the North West in 2010, they have put together a drought plan.  Should the situation in the North West change, they will activate this plan and work closely with partners and local communities to protect the environment and water supplies.  The plan can be viewed online at: http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/GENW0112BVYP-E-E.pdf
Look out for Defra’s Love Your River Campaign
On 28 March, Defra launched their ‘Love Your River’ Campaign in partnership with the Environment Agency and key organisations such as the Wildlife Trusts, National Trust, Waterwise, Keep Britain Tiday and national water companies.

The campaign seeks to raise public awareness of the link between river health and water use, so that people understand and value water and take action to improve their local rivers and the environment around them.  For more information please visit: http://www.defra.gov.uk/loveyourriver/ 

Getting in touch
If you need any information about any aspect of the project or want to get in touch please contact Jo Spencer, Ribble Life Community Engagement Officer on 01200 444452 or by email at ribblelife@ribbletrust.com.  You can also visit our website at www.ribbelife.org and follow us on twitter @RibbleLife or use the following hashtags #RibbleLife and #loveyourrivers when you’re out and about in the catchment.  






