Don Network Event 7 March
The second cycle Humber river basin management plan and our suggested joint plan for the Don catchment are different documents in terms of their geographical extent, purpose and statutory basis.

The Humber plan is concerned solely with addressing WFD issues at a strategic level.
Our Don plan is about managing and improving the waters of the Don catchment in various ways including significantly (but not exclusively) progressing compliance with WFD. 
This is necessary as ‘fixing’ WFD needs the input and collaboration of stakeholders in the Don. We know we can only secure their contribution by addressing their needs and aspirations too.

Nonetheless it is useful to bear in mind the 2nd Humber plan which will follow the Don pilot and where possible look to support it – though the wishes of the Don Network are paramount. 

We do know that the Network members welcome us producing drafts for discussion and initial suggestions to promote debate rather starting with a blank sheet.

We discussed at our last meeting if the significant water issues (SWMIs) identified in the 1st plan could help us draft our plan.
I’ve had a look at the summary of significant water management issues produced as part of the 1st Humber plan.

NB this plan is for the whole of the Humber basin – not just the Don

The significant issues identified were:

1. abstraction and artificial flow pressures

2. alien species

3. mines and minewater

4. nitrates

5. organic pollution

6. pesticides

7. phosphates

8. physical modification (estuaries and costs)

9. physical modification (rivers and lakes)

10. sediment
11. urban and transport pollution pressures.
These 11 were then grouped in to the following 6 headings:

1. alien species (alien species)

2. diffuse pollution from rural areas (nitrates, pesticides, phosphorus, sediment)

3. diffuse pollution from urban areas and transport (nitrates, pesticides, phosphorus, sediment, urban and transport pollution)

4. flow problems (abstraction and artificial flow pressures)

5. minewaters (mine and minewaters)

6. physical modification (physical modification (estuaries and coasts), physical modification (rivers and lakes).

There are then chapters on each of these.

The actual mark 1 Humber River Basin management plan is rather short on Don specific info but identifies the following as some of the key reasons for WFD failure (page 59)

1. Point source discharges from the water industry - STWs
2. Point source discharges from water industry CSOs

3. Diffuse pollution from agriculture

4. Physical modification due to urbanisation and water storage

* * * * * * *
In our skeleton plan our 10 suggested themes (based on the first workshop) were:
	Flooding

flow problems

physical modification
	The natural world

alien species

physical modification

	Amenity and recreation

physical modification
	Regeneration and economy

diffuse pollution from urban areas and transport

physical modification

	‘land management’

diffuse pollution from rural areas

flow problems

minewaters

physical modification


	People and communities

diffuse pollution from urban areas and transport

flow problems



	Water supply and waste treatment

flow problems

physical modification


	Culture and heritage

	Data and evidence
	Leadership


I believe we cover all the likley SWMIs within these themes.
