Arable Reversion Group Meeting
10/09/2012- 14:00

Attendees: Stephanie Nellis, Jenny Phelps, Robert Iles, Richard Spyvee

Apologies: John Tingey, Daryl Henehan, Chris Short

This was the first working group meeting held and was an opportunity for a few individuals from the group to sit together and start to discuss:

· The need of the working group/ issues in the Cotswolds
· The aims and objectives of the group

· The WFD plan in relation to issues

· Plan of action
The need of the working group

The working group is a sub-group of the Upper Thames Catchment Pilot Steering group formed to look at the specific issue of the loss of arable reversion land in the Cotswolds.  This is a major threat due to a large number of ESA agreements expiring in 2014 (211 agreements) with at the moment great uncertainty on whether agreement holders will be offered another environmental scheme.  Worries over the CAP reform and financial pressures are also adding to the threat of arable reversion land going back to arable.   
The working group aims 
To quantify the threat.
· We must establish how much land is currently in arable reversion. Figures from Nicky Jameson indicate 10,000 ha originally entered in the option and 3,395ha still under reversion.

· From these figures we must determine, what proportion of the original figure has gone into HLS, what proportion has not gone into an agreement but has been kept as arable reversion, what proportion has been ploughed up and what remains in ESA scheme. 
Action: Jenny Phelps to ask Defra for data. 
· Farmer opinion needs to be investigated.  What are farmers thinking of doing following ESA expiry? This will be done through Harry Broadbent’s research project (Stephanie Nellis to send out questionnaire). Also potential to be looked at if bid for PES is won.

To clarify the situation

· We must establish the status of arable reversion.  Is it considered permanent grassland or arable in grass?  This is vital as will greatly influence the choice of farmers. 

Action: NFU currently investigating.

To determine the environmental impact
· How much nitrate is leached through ploughing up?  
Action: All to look at data currently available. 

To look at possible solutions to the problem

· Need to offer alternatives to Defra e.g. ecosystem services. Could farmers be paid to keep land in arable reversion?  Waiting to hear back from bid for PES.
Upper Thames Catchment Management Plan

· Currently, the potential loss of arable reversion land in the Cotswolds is not discussed in the plan.  This should be included as nitrates leaching could lead to an upwards trend in groundwater nitrates which is against WFD.  
Action: Stephanie Nellis to write a paragraph on groundwater and include arable reversion in this.  

Plan of Action
· Discuss with wider audience at the Upper Thames Catchment Pilot Steering Group meeting on 17th September.

· All to report back during meeting in October.

Action: Stephanie Nellis to organise the next meeting

· It may be worth inviting Julie Mossom (Groundwater team leader in the EA) to give presentation to the group so that groundwater nitrates can be better understood.  

Action: Stephanie Nellis to contact
