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Welcome to 
Lancaster University
Welcome to Lancaster University, an international
community of scholars. Thank you for considering 
us for your postgraduate study.
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£450 million
We have invested more than £450 million in
transforming our campus including award-
winning accommodation and research and
teaching space 

92%
92% of research at Lancaster was recognised as
being world leading or internationally significant
in the latest Research Assessment Exercise
(2008). Some key areas of research are ranked
top in the UK

Doctoral
Training
Centres
Our commitment to Doctoral Training Centres
represents a new approach to postgraduate study,
attracting and nurturing talented and skilled
researchers and securing the future supply 
of graduates in specific disciplinary areas

12,000 
12,000 undergraduate and postgraduate
students, including 2,500 international students
from 100 countries, study at the Lancaster
campus adding to its cultural diversity and the
learning experience

1+3 degrees
Several of our courses offer students the option
to take a bridging approach to postgraduate
study. Known as integrated degrees, or 1+3
degrees, they can be followed at a Masters 
level before progressing directly to PhD level

Sports and
culture
Live at LICA (Lancaster Institute for the
Contemporary Arts) brings a wealth of
professional theatre, dance, exhibitions and
concerts to campus every year and our newly
opened £20m Sports Centre offers superb
facilities for sport and leisure

Learning
facilities
The University’s learning infrastructure includes 
1,000 PCs, 24 hour flexible and informal learning
spaces in the Learning Zone, and the Library 
with nearly a million print items and access 
to more than 26,000 electronic journals and
300,000 electronic booksStudent

satisfaction 
Student satisfaction is high, a measure which
contributes to Lancaster’s strong performance 
in all major league tables

Why Lancaster? 
We are committed to providing you with the very best academic
experience. Our campus, located near areas of outstanding
natural beauty and near key cities, is packed with social and
cultural opportunities. What’s more it is a safe place in which 
to live, learn and take your next step to a successful future.

Why Lancaster?For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk 04/05

50% 
50% of our students are members of one of 
over 180 LUSU affiliated societies supporting
their interests and hobbies, around 30 of which
are international groups
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We offer a wide range of research and taught programmes at our
beautiful campus close to the historic city of Lancaster. Here you 
will be taught and supported by people who are leaders in their field;
encouraged to be entrepreneurial problem solvers; and, benefit 
from the high regard in which our alumni are held by employers. 

The University provides a mutually respectful and friendly environment that is conducive
to learning for a culturally and ethnically diverse student population. Students from 
more than one hundred countries make up a thriving community based around a 
college system, with a dedicated college for postgraduates. A third of Lancaster’s 
staff are from overseas and we believe that this cultural mix enhances the student
experience at Lancaster. 

Our community extends far beyond the campus with research, teaching and student
exchange partnerships with leading universities and institutions around the world. 
This offers our students a global platform for both studies and employment.

We look forward to welcoming you to our international community of scholars. 

Professor Mark E. Smith
Vice-Chancellor

Vice-Chancellor’s
Welcome
Lancaster is undoubtedly one of the UK’s top
universities. Consistently ranking highly in the UK
league tables, Lancaster is also established as a
world player in research and teaching, as reflected 
in our rising global league table position. Overall, 
92% of research at Lancaster was recognised 
as being of an international standard in the latest
Research Assessment Exercise (2008). 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Postgraduate study secures transferable skills, improves 
your research techniques, develops your confidence and
enhances your employability. We offer a wide range of 
flexible postgraduate degrees and programmes so that 
you can deepen your subject knowledge, tailor your degree 
to match your interests, and achieve your future goals. 

In the most recent Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) in 2008, the 
University was ranked joint 15th out of 147 UK institutions for its research, 
while the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) has confirmed that our teaching 
and the student learning experience at Lancaster University is excellent. 

This research and teaching excellence ensures that the world’s leading
academics are attracted to the University, which means that our departments
are able to offer innovative and pioneering postgraduate programmes directed 
by experts at the cutting-edge of their specialist fields. 

Academia
Since its foundation in 1964 the 
University has built a reputation based 
on research quality, teaching excellence,
first-class technology transfer and
business leadership advice.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk



Academia – Inspiring research and teaching

Professor Falko is one of the leaders
of a 10 year European ‘Graphene
Flagship’ project, which started 
in 2013, with a €54m budget for 
76 academic institutions and
companies in 17 countries and 
will unfold into a €1bn program in 
the EU Framework Horizon 2020. 

The fundamental studies of 
extreme materials at Lancaster
extend far beyond graphene, 
into the next generations of 
two-dimensional atomic crystals
including boron nitride and various
metal chalcogenides.

Ageing research
Lancaster’s multi-faceted approach
to tackling ageing and end of life 
care has generated different 
and useful perspectives that are
improving treatment and thinking 
on this major social issue.

Teams of experts at Lancaster 
are engaged in work spanning
fundamental biological research 
into the causes of ageing which 
could have a huge impact on our
understanding of a range of age
related diseases such as dementia
and cancer, the use of technology 
to improve people’s lives in old age
and also, how we talk about death
and dying.

At Lancaster, a health psychologist
has joined forces with colleagues in
linguistics and computing to examine
metaphor in the language used by
patients nearing the end of their lives,
family carers and health professionals.
By examining how people express
illness, emotions, relationships 
and death researchers will provide
insights into people’s feelings and
needs when coping with their own, 
or another person’s, illness and death. 

The findings of the project will
ultimately be relevant to the provision
of end of life care, and to the training
of health professionals. This work 
will examine 1.5 million words using
specially developed computer tools
which can deal with the complexity 
of language.

Lancaster contributes significantly
to improving people’s palliative and
end of life care globally. Research
focuses on:

The management of pain and 
other symptoms

Understanding the needs of 
family and carers and planning
interventions to support them

Addressing the needs of older
people including those with
dementia and improving the
provision of end of life care in
residential and nursing homes

Public education and awareness 
of end of life issues

Research across the lifespan 
in chronic illness and end of life
care, from childhood to old age

Biofuel cultivation 
and human health
Large-scale cultivation of biofuels
in Europe could lead to increased
human mortality and crop losses
according to research from the
Lancaster Environment Centre. 

These findings, published in Nature
Climate Change, demonstrate that
the wider implications of biofuel
cultivation need to be assessed
alongside their potential to save
carbon. 

Biofuels constitute one of the
alternative energy sources being
advocated as part of the solution to
society’s reliance on carbon-intensive
fossil fuels. However, many plant
species grown for biofuel emit more
isoprene, an ozone precursor, than
the traditional crops they replace.

A modelling case study by Professor
Nick Hewitt, Dr Oliver Wild and former
LEC PhD student Kirsti Ashworth
estimates the increase in ground
level ozone pollution likely to result
from a change to biofuel crops, and
the associated impacts on human
health and agricultural production.
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But it’s not just the league tables 
and awards that confirm our
standing, the projects that follow 
are testament to the passion for
world changing research and
teaching, excellence at the heart 
of Lancaster University’s ethos.
They’re also a taste of what’s to come
should you choose to study here.

Food security 
The Lancaster Food Security
Research Programme forms part 
of a global response to a global 
issue and Lancaster scientists are
actively involved in pioneering new
methodologies for producing food 
in difficult conditions. Our tradition 
of interdisciplinary thinking, training
and researching, as well as extensive
experience of collaborating with the
food supply industry, policy makers
and other key partners means they
are well placed to address the 
most contentious and apparently
intractable food security issues. 

In 2009, work led by Professor Bill
Davies of the Lancaster Environment
Centre into the development of water
saving techniques for agriculture,
which have helped farmers in some
of the driest regions of the world, 
won Lancaster University a Queen’s
Anniversary Prize for Higher and
Further Education.

Cyber security
The Lancaster University Academic
Centre of Excellence in Cyber Security
Research, led by Professor Awais
Rashid, brings together internationally
recognised researchers from diverse
disciplines to address key issues
threatening our security online from
national security to online hacking. 

Spanning the School of Computing
and Communications, the
Department of Psychology and 
the University Centre for Computer
Corpus Research on Language,
Lancaster’s cyber security
researchers are undertaking work
including: developing sophisticated
language analysis tools to detect 
the techniques used by paedophiles
to groom children in chat rooms; 
an influential study about emerging
threats to the future Internet and
developing a network of wireless
sensors to protect high security
buildings from attack.

Faith debates
Lancaster University has kick-started
a public conversation about religion
in public life with the Westminster
Faith Debates, which address how
faith, in its diversity, contributes to 
our understanding of a good life 
and a good death. Topics include
abortion, sex, the family and assisted
dying. Each debate brings together 
a range of religious and secular
voices to discuss controversial
issues, informed by recent research
and new findings from a specially
commissioned YouGov survey.

Inspiring research 
and teaching
Our high quality research feeds into our high quality 
teaching, with 11 of our staff winners of individual awards 
in the prestigious National Teaching Fellowship Scheme
organised by the Higher Education Academy. 

Organised by Professor Linda
Woodhead, Dr Rebecca Catto and
former Home Office minister the Rt
Hon Charles Clarke, who is a Visiting
Professor in Politics and Faith at
Lancaster, the debates have been
successful in putting religion back
onto the agenda of public discussion.
Previous debates have culminated 
in a discussion between former
Prime Minister Tony Blair, the then
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams, and the former Daily
Telegraph editor Charles Moore. 

Pioneering research into
materials of the future
Graphene is the world’s thinnest,
strongest and most conductive
material, and has the potential 
to revolutionise a huge number 
of diverse applications; from
smartphones and ultrafast
broadband to drug delivery and
computer chips. Together with 
Nobel Prize winning collaborators 
at Manchester and researchers at
Cambridge, Professor Vladimir 
Falko of Lancaster University has
won an exclusive €13.8m synergy
grant from the European Research
Council for research into a broad
range of atomically thin materials.

www.lancaster.ac.uk/
grapheneflagship

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Students based in Doctoral Training
Centres carry out a research project
at PhD level together with taught
coursework in a supportive and
exciting environment.

There are real benefits to 
undertaking a PhD through 
a Doctoral Training Centre: 

An innovative, exciting and vibrant
four year training programme
developed to produce high quality
researchers 

A funded scheme with substantial
Government and industry backing
providing a large number of
studentships with greatly
enhanced stipends

The integral involvement of leading
industry partners in both training
and research 

A great student experience 
from training as part of a group,
cooperating and interacting 
with like-minded peers 

Researching important 
cross-disciplinary problems 
to ensure that your research 
makes an impact 

The development of skills 
and experiences, which are
required for a rapid career
progression

An environment in which students
can access the best specialist
research across all universities
within the consortium

The following doctoral research
centres offer studentships at
Lancaster: 

North West Doctoral 
Training Centre (NWDTC)
The NWDTC, a collaboration between
the universities of Lancaster, Liverpool
and Manchester, was created by 
the Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC) and is the largest
Doctoral Training Centre in England for
postgraduate social science training. 

The Centre will award 63 new
postgraduate studentships each
year to support research and training
at a doctoral level across the three
universities. Over the initial five year
period this equates to more than
£15m of investment.

Studentships are available 
across the full range of social 
science disciplines and may also
offer the opportunity to collaborate
with colleagues from other disciplines
such as medicine and the arts. The
ESRC has also identified particular
areas of study that would benefit
from further development across the
UK, including Language Based Area
Studies, Economics, Management
and Business Studies. 

A number of studentships will be 
set aside for these particular areas 
to help ensure that social sciences
continue to contribute to the
development of society and the
economy. This builds on Lancaster’s
considerable research strengths in
social science and management. 

HighWire
Lancaster University is home 
to HighWire: a world-class, 
cross-disciplinary and user centric 
Doctoral Training Centre which
places innovation at the heart 
of its curriculum and ethos.

We go beyond traditional
multidisciplinary approaches 
by seeking a creative fusion between
three key disciplines, namely
computer science, management 
and design. We do this by integrating
the knowledge, skills and expertise 
of Lancaster’s School of Computing
and Communications, our
Management School (LUMS) 
and Lancaster Institute for the
Contemporary Arts (LICA).

Our emphasis is on producing a 
new breed of innovative people 
who understand and are able to 
make advances in technical, 
design and business innovation:
innovative people prepared to work 
in challenging roles in organisations
and ready to drive radical change 
in the digital economy.

HighWire is closely aligned with the
needs and goals of business and
industry, which ensures the relevance
of our programme and encourages
technology exchange and early
adoption of emerging technologies
and ideas.

This builds on the strengths of
Lancaster University’s InfoLab21
initiative to seek a more value added
and marketable pathway from the
digital laboratory to the marketplace.

£5m in funding comes from 
the Digital Economy Innovation
programme, which is part of the
Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council (EPSRC). HighWire
is also supported by a range of
companies including: AT&T, BBC, 
BT, Clifford Chance, CSMTC, HP 
Labs, Knowledge Partners, Microsoft, 
Mott MacDonald, O2 and Sony, in
addition to 20 micro businesses 
and SMEs in the north west.

HighWire is providing fully funded
studentships to at least 50 PhD
students over the first five years 
of its operation. 

STOR-i
STOR-i aims to grow the national
research base in Statistics and
Operational Research, two areas
which have long been acknowledged
by EPSRC as shortage subjects.

Based at Lancaster University, 
with a ground-breaking approach to
statistics and operational research,
STOR-i’s unique training programme
will develop a new generation of
researcher capable of making a real
impact in academic, scientific and
industrial fields. 

The Doctoral Training Centre
provides the sufficient critical mass
of students to justify the delivery 
of a novel and exciting training
programme integrating statistics,
operational research and industry. 
In particular, it is this critical mass of
like-minded students who are keen 
to engage with industry which make
STOR-i so attractive to industrial
stakeholders.

STOR-i has committed support from
leading industry partners including
BT, Shell, Unilever and the Met Office.
The £4.3m EPSRC funding has already
provided fully funded studentships 
to around 40 PhD students.

Our graduates, benefiting as they 
do from the quality and focus of our
training programme and the current
scarcity of broadly trained STOR
graduates, are in great demand
across a wide range of sectors. 

NOWNano
Lancaster University is an 
active partner in the North West
Nanoscience (NOWNano) Doctoral
Training Centre, which builds 
on the world-leading expertise 
within Lancaster and Manchester
universities to offer a broad
interdisciplinary Doctoral 
Training Centre.

A major aim of NOWNano is to 
create a cohort of researchers that
are able to draw on knowledge from 
a broad spectrum of sciences and 
to work in interdisciplinary teams. 
The challenge is to enable our
students to understand the different
languages and philosophies of
disciplines as diverse as theoretical
physics, astronomy and medicine. 

NOWNano involves top rated
research groups from the top 
ranked Department of Physics 
at Lancaster University and the
Schools of Physics and Astronomy,
Chemistry, Computer Science,
Materials, Electrical and Electronic
Engineering, Pharmacy and Medicine
at Manchester University.

Initial teaching takes place at
Manchester, followed by research 
in Lancaster’s world-leading
nanoscience laboratories.

NOWNano has 20 PhD places 
and holds over £2m of EPSRC 
grants, including the EPSRC Portfolio
Partnership, and during the last four
years participated in six FP6-EC 
and ESF networks, three of which
were Lancaster led. 

BBSRC Doctoral Training
Partnership in Food Security 
The BBSRC is a doctoral training
partnership between the universities
of Reading, Southampton, Lancaster
and Surrey, and Rothamsted Research. 

Offering studentships in the 
area of food security, the research
conducted in this centre focuses on
the global challenges posed by an
expanding population, pressure on
agricultural land, climate change and
the diminution of scarce resources. 

The centre is funded by the
Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council, and
offers training and supervision
leading to the award of a PhD in 
each of its constituent universities. 

AHRC North West Consortium 
In collaboration with the Arts and
Humanities Research Council
(AHRC), Lancaster University 
is working with other academic
institutions in the north west of
England to seek out and nurture
outstanding postgraduate research
students and provide world-class
training in the arts and humanities. 

Funded by the AHRC, PhD
studentships may be based wholly 
at Lancaster or, where appropriate,
collaboratively supervised with a
partner institution. Either way, every
student will enjoy access to a broad
range of resources and training at
Lancaster and at partner institutions
across the region. 

Eco-Innovation
The Centre for Global Eco-Innovation
is the only centre of its kind in Europe
and is part financed by the European
Regional Development Fund. It brings
together the expertise, resources
and global contacts of Lancaster
University and the University of
Liverpool, together with international
commercialisation consultancy
Inventya Ltd. SME-led collaborative
R&D partnership with two world-
ranking universities underpin the
development of new products,
processes and services for the 
global marketplace, which by virtue 
of their use, manufacture, raw
materials, reuse or disposal, deliver
positive environmental impacts.

At the heart of the Centre is a team of
50 graduates working on collaborative
research and development projects
with business. The graduates use
these collaborations as the basis 
of a PhD programme of study and 
are supported by senior academic
members of staff, all internationally-
recognised experts in their fields. 

Doctoral Training Centres
Doctoral Training Centres represent a new approach to
postgraduate study. One of their aims is to attract and 
nurture talented and skilled researchers to secure the 
future supply of graduates in specific disciplinary areas.
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IT facilities
www.lancaster.ac.uk/iss

Access to IT is crucial to postgraduate
life at Lancaster, and Information
Systems Services (ISS) is dedicated 
to providing you with the best IT
facilities. You will have access to:

High bandwidth connectivity 
to the IT network and Internet in
your room on campus, with many
rooms having wireless access

Extensive wireless coverage
across campus 

University email with access 
to calendars and the University
address book 

Secure personal network storage
space on the University network
(also accessible off campus) 

Online collaboration spaces 
for joint research work

Online learning spaces to 
submit assignments, view lecture
recordings, access interactive
reading lists, and more

Student portal, providing
personalised access to your 
online learning spaces, and 
access to your timetable and 
online student record

A wide range of academic,
business and accessibility
software, with many applications
available for you to install on 
your own PC 

Over 1,000 PCs across campus
plus scanners and printers,
accessible 24/7, located in the
Library, PC labs, departments 
and colleges 

The iLancaster mobile app
providing access to resources
including course timetables, bus
timetables, campus locations,
personal library and finance
account information 

Flexible informal learning spaces 
in the Learning Zone and within 
the Library 

A laptop loan service, so you don’t
always have to carry your own

Support and assistance from the
ISS Service Desk and access to
free online or face-to-face IT training

IT support at ‘The Workshop’, a
campus-based service providing
cost-effective support if your
laptop, PC or Mac breaks

The Library
www.lancaster.ac.uk/library 

Our Library offers you access to more
than 30,000 e-journals, 300,000 
e-books, plus a wide range of other
electronic and physical resources.
We have more than 1,200 Wi-Fi-
enabled reader places, 230 PC
workstations and a dedicated 
Special Collections suite.

Our discovery service, OneSearch
(http://onesearch.lancs.ac.uk) will
help direct you to the materials you
need, and online guidance is available
from our web pages to help you 
with specific services, collections
and information resources.
(http://lancaster.libguides.com)

The Ruskin Library
www.lancaster.ac.uk/ruskin

The Ruskin Library houses the
foremost collection of the nineteenth
century’s most famous English 
critic of art, architecture and society –
John Ruskin (1819-1900). The 
main holding of the Ruskin Library 
is the Whitehouse Collection of
material relating to John Ruskin 
and his circle. The Collection, which
belongs to Education Trust Ltd, is 
in the care of the Ruskin Foundation,
based at Lancaster University. 
The Foundation also manages
Brantwood, Ruskin’s home on the
eastern shore of Coniston Water.

In the public galleries we display
changing selections from over 
2,000 drawings, of which 1,000 
are by Ruskin. Others are by his
friends and associates, including
Samuel Prout, Edward Burne-Jones
and Francesca Alexander. We 
also regularly exhibit work by
contemporary artists inspired by
Ruskin. Electronic and digitised
resources include the Library Edition
of Ruskin’s Works as well as Ruskin’s
diaries, Venetian Notebooks and
other manuscripts. It is now
combined with the former Ruskin
Centre, offering postgraduate
seminars and teaching, mostly
through the Department of English 
and Creative Writing.

Student Portal 
and online learning
www.lancaster.ac.uk/portal 

The Student Portal gives you access
to your email, timetable, notes and
much more. You can even check
when your library books are due back
or sign up for learning activities. 

One of the useful things you will find
on the portal is a list of your taught 
or research training modules and
access to related online resources. 

Your interactions with the portal 
will differ according to your tutor’s
preferences but it will usually include
library resource lists, video and 
audio materials, discussion boards,
and collaborative activities. 

Study facilities 
Our students have access to excellent study facilities. 
From the Library and the Learning Zone to our e-learning
resources and the unrivalled service and support provided 
by our Information Systems Services team, we have invested
in the latest technology and equipment in support of your
learning experience.

14/15Academia – Study facilities



Academia – Study options

Research degrees – length of study
Research awards – 
length of study Mode Duration

Doctorate in Clinical Psychology Full-time 3 years
(DClinPsy) Part-time N/A

Doctorate in Engineering (DEng) Full-time 3 years
Part-time N/A

Doctorate in Medicine (MD) Full-time 2 years
Part-time N/A

Masters by Research Full-time 1 year
(LLM, MA, MSc by Research) Part-time 2 years

Master of Philosophy Full-time 2-4 years
(MPhil) Part-time 4 years (max 7)

PhD (via publication, thesis Full-time 3-4 years
or alternate format, including Part-time 4 years (max 7)
integrated and professional)

Taught postgraduate degrees – length of study
Taught awards – 
length of study Mode Duration

Masters degree (integrated) Full-time 4 years (UG/PG)
(eg MEng, MChem, MPhys, Part-time N/A
MPharm)

Postgraduate Certificate Full-time Under 1 year
of Achievement (PGCertA) Part-time Under 1 year

Postgraduate Certificate Full-time 1 year
(PGCert) Part-time 1 or 2 years

Postgraduate Diploma Full-time 1 year
(PGDip) Part-time 1 or 2 years

Masters degree Full-time 1 year
(LLM, MA, MSc, MBA) Part-time 2 years

Masters in Research (MRes) Full-time 1 year
Part-time 2 years

16/17

1. Research degrees
Our postgraduate students are 
an important part of our research
culture and make up a third of 
our student population. 

Internationally acclaimed as a research
led university, we pride ourselves on
our ability to produce world-changing
research that is recognised to be
cutting-edge, innovative and relevant
by government, funding bodies,
policy agencies and industry. Our
postgraduate students are vital to 
our research activities and derive 
the benefits of working alongside
experts at the forefront of their
specialist fields. 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Most doctoral students at Lancaster
work on a traditional PhD by Research,
including research training and an
emphasis on conducting original
research leading to a written thesis.

It is also possible to conduct original
research and produce a series of
peer refereed academic papers 
for publication, rather than a thesis.
This leads to the degree of PhD 
by Alternative Format.

Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
An MPhil normally takes two years 
of full-time study, with an emphasis
on conducting original research and
writing up a research project that is 
of similar quality but smaller in size
and scope than a PhD thesis. 

Some faculties also offer specialised
research degrees such as PhD by
Thesis and Coursework, Master 
of Laws (LLM), and MSc/MA (by
Research). You can find full details 
of these research degrees in the
relevant academic sections of 
the prospectus.

Professional Doctorates
We offer three types of professional
doctorates: Doctor of Medicine 
(MD), Doctor of Clinical Psychology
(DClinPsy), and the Engineering
Doctorate (EngD). Some of our PhD
programmes also have variants that
make them particularly suitable 
for part-time study.

Supervisors and 
research training
As a research student you will be
allocated an academic supervisory
team to help you formulate your
research topic, offer advice as 
you carry out and write up your
research and ensure that any
problems are resolved at the 
earliest possible stage.

Alongside all research students, 
you will attend our research training
programmes, which are designed 
to support you through your studies
and help you to develop skills for 
your future career. More details of 
our Research Training Programme
can be found in the ‘Supporting 
your future’ section, see page 30.

You will also undergo a development
needs assessment guided by your
supervisor, when you first register,
which will help in making sound
decisions about what particular
training is most appropriate for 
you. It will be updated annually 
and your training programme 
revised accordingly.

Study options
2. Integrated degrees (1+3)
Several of our courses offer 
students the option to take a bridging
approach to postgraduate study.
Known as Integrated degrees, or 
1+3 degrees, they can be followed 
at a Masters level before progressing
directly to PhD level. This progression
is subject to reaching pre-agreed
entry requirements during your
Masters studies.

Although there is a taught component
to these courses, they are ideal for
those students who already have a
clear idea of the field they would like
to research and they are assessed
primarily by dissertation.

Integrated degree courses 
are clearly indicated in our
programme listings.

3. Taught postgraduate degrees
Our taught postgraduate degrees
normally involve a combination of
taught modules, coursework and 
a research dissertation. Some
programmes enable you to carry 
out a real life research project for 
a company or organisation in place 
of the dissertation. 

While most taught courses 
enable you to build upon your
undergraduate studies some
academic programmes are open 
to students with little or no prior
academic experience in the subject. 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Our academic staff, many with international reputations, continue to provide
the highest standards of teaching to more than 12,000 students. We have 
a diverse academic community, with a third of our staff originating from
overseas and over half of students in the graduate school coming from
outside of the United Kingdom.

At our diverse international and multicultural university you will have an opportunity to mix with
people from all over the UK and abroad, bringing you a world of different ideas and experiences to
broaden your horizons and develop your intercultural skills ready for a future international career.

The University is committed to solving major global problems through research and teaching.
Collaborating with other universities and sharing knowledge with academic institutions and
communities throughout the world is a key part of Lancaster’s mission.

International
community
International students from more than 100 countries
form over half of our graduate school, while international
staff from 60 countries constitutealmost one third of
our academic staff.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Lancaster academics publish 
work of international significance.
They also maintain strong ties to
institutions across the world and
participate in many of the leading
networks of scholars and policy
makers. For example, our scientists 
in the Lancaster Environment Centre
work with China to tackle drought 
and world food shortage and their
research also targets treatment 
for tropical disease such as river
blindness; we play a leading role 
in graphene research and shaping
future EU policy on innovation 
based upon this ‘wonder material’.

Lancaster’s international community
also extends far beyond the campus
with research, teaching, and student
exchange partnerships with leading
universities and institutions in 
26 countries across the world. 

Lancaster’s degree programmes 
are currently taught in collaboration
with institutions in China, India,
Jordan, Malaysia, Kazakhstan 
and Pakistan. Lancaster currently 
has 2,000 students based abroad
studying for a Lancaster degree 
at one of its partner institutions. In
2011, Prime Minister David Cameron
highlighted the collaboration with
Comsats (Pakistan) in his April visit 
to Islamabad. Lancaster has the
highest level of student volunteering
in the UK and this extends to the
partner institutions abroad.

Lancaster recently opened a
prestigious Confucius Institute, 
a major new hub for Chinese
language and culture on campus
which will complement the extensive
China research and teaching
activities across the University. 

Upon graduation all Lancaster
students join a community of 
alumni spread across the world 
with thriving in-country networks. 

This international community
includes high profile alumni 
working overseas who support 
the University and add value by
sharing their knowledge and
expertise with current students.

Lancaster’s international community
also extends far beyond the campus with
research, teaching, and student exchange
partnerships with leading universities and
institutions in 26 countries across the world.



International community – International students

Support
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/
international 

Our range of services covers 
pre-arrival preparations and support
throughout your studies. You will
receive pre-departure information 
on visa procedures and immigration
and you’ll be offered a pick-up service
from Manchester Airport.

Alongside our full range of support
services for all postgraduates, we
offer specific support to international
students including free academic
learning support, English language
support, immigration advice and
family support. We also organise a
number of social events throughout
the year. 

Please also see the ‘Supporting 
you’ and ‘Supporting your future’ 
on pages 28 to 31.

Alumni
www.lancaster.ac.uk/alumni

Once you have completed your
studies you will join Lancaster’s
global network of over 100,000
alumni from 150 countries. Our
Alumni Relations Programme 
will provide continued support 
for you. We offer a wide range of
alumni activities and networking
opportunities and you will also be
eligible to become part of one of 
our many alumni groups around 
the world.

Further information
www.lancaster.ac.uk/
visits-to-your-region

Our International Office staff 
regularly travel to over 20 countries to
meet students interested in studying
here. On these visits you can meet 
us and get advice and guidance 
about applying to Lancaster; check
our online schedule for details. 

Contact
The International Office
Lancaster University
University House
Lancaster LA1 4YW

Tel: +44 (0)1524 592 037
Email: internationaloffice@
lancaster.ac.uk
www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/
international-students
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How to apply
All prospective international
postgraduate students should follow
the application procedure outlined 
in the section ‘Applying to Lancaster’
on page 36. 

Entry requirements
If you have any questions about
qualification requirements please
contact the International Office or
one of our overseas representatives
(see page 38). You can also find
country specific information on 
our website www.lancaster.ac.uk/
find-your-country

English entry requirements
If your native language is not English
you will need to ensure that you meet
our minimum English language
standards. These may vary by faculty:

IELTS: 6.5-7.0

ToEFL: 93-100 (IBT)

Pearson (PTE Academic): 62-70

Cambridge CPE: Grade C

Please note: minimum scores in
individual test elements also apply.

If you have taken an approved English
language test but do not meet the
minimum entry requirements for your
chosen degree programme, you can
take one of our Postgraduate English
Language Preparation Courses. The
courses are designed to help you
increase your English level to IELTS
6.5 or 7.0 and also develop your
academic study skills.

Courses are between four and 
40 weeks in length and require 
IELTS 4.0 overall or equivalent. If you
do not meet the minimum English 
entry requirement for your degree
programme, you will automatically
be sent information about the
courses that are suitable for you. 
For more information please 
visit www.lancaster.ac.uk/
pre-sessional

International students
Our international reputation for academic excellence,
combined with our world-class facilities, attracts more 
than 2,000 international students from around the world. 
We offer a vast range of nationally and internationally
acclaimed postgraduate programmes.

Accommodation
www.lancaster.ac.uk/
PGaccommodation

As an overseas postgraduate
student you are guaranteed single 
on campus accommodation for 
your first year of your study provided 
you meet all the conditions.

Details about accommodation will 
be sent to you automatically from
May onwards once you have
accepted your offer of a study place.
Off-campus accommodation is also
available and you can get help with
finding it from the Students’ Union.
Please see http://housing.lusu.co.uk
for further information.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk



Lancaster life 24/25

Our campus has recently benefited from investment in new 
college, residential and social facilities, new and refurbished 
teaching spaces and new research facilities. We are committed 
to continued investment for the future (£420m to 2017) to ensure 
we continue to exceed expectations.

The Graduate College 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/graduatecollege

Lancaster University has a vibrant collegiate system of nine colleges. The Graduate
College comprises more than 2,000 postgraduate students and provides a range 
of services to support you during your time at Lancaster, including affordable
accommodation, social and study facilities (common room with kitchen, games room, 
TV room/group study room and computer lab), and its own dedicated award-winning 
bar (The Herdwick).

The Graduate College’s friendly, international community celebrates and encourages
diversity and provides members with an ideal opportunity to broaden their horizons 
and make lasting friendships. It also provides an unrivalled environment for members 
to develop academically, and the extra-curricular activities and opportunities provided 
ensure that each postgraduate student’s experience is rewarding.

City, coast and countryside
www.lancaster.ac.uk/explore

Lancaster city is buzzing with charm and friendliness and boasts trendy cafés, 
cinemas, nightclubs, restaurants and pubs, as well as small independent boutiques 
and well known high street outlets. A vibrant music scene, live theatre throughout 
the year and an annual literature festival add to the cultural picture.

Lancaster students can revel in the knowledge that they are not only studying in one 
of the safest self-contained campuses in the UK, but also have some of the country’s 
most unspoilt spots on their doorsteps – from country villages, seaside resorts and 
the lush countryside of the Lake District and Forest of Bowland to the historic and 
vibrant City of Lancaster. 

Lancaster life
The University provides an outstanding and 
welcoming postgraduate experience. Located 
in a beautiful setting, our 360 acre campus is just 
three miles from the historic city of Lancaster.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Contacts
Graduate College
accommodation enquiries: 
The Graduate Residence Officer
Colleges and Student Life –
Accommodation
Graduate College
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA2 0PF

Email: gcro@lancaster.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)1524 593 342

Campus flat enquiries:
The Flats Administration Officer
Colleges and Student Life –
Accommodation
University House
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YW

Email: flats@lancaster.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)1524 593 554

Off-campus accommodation
LUSU Living is a dedicated housing
service for postgraduates wanting
to live off campus; we offer a range 
of good quality houses and flats
throughout south Lancaster for
individual students and students 
with families.

Our postgraduate housing options
are released immediately after Easter,
which means you can start looking for
a property as and when it’s convenient.

We manage 250 properties
throughout Lancaster, making us 
the city’s largest landlord, and you
can apply by visiting our offices 
on-campus and in the city centre,
emailing us, or completing our 
online registration form. 

All of our LUSU Living properties 
are accredited or licensed through
Lancaster City Council and benefit
from a comprehensive repairs
service, homecare cover for our
boilers and an emergency out of
hours service.

Shared houses (approx
£85/week/student)
Shared houses typically have 
a shared lounge and bathroom
facilities, and a private bedroom. 
All our shared household rents
include utilities, wireless broadband,
personal contents insurance, a TV
licence, a regular cleaning service
and are let on a standard 50 week
fixed term lease. We have some 
great shared houses which offer 
real value for money.

Modern shared flats 
(approx £100/week/student)
LUSU Living also manage shared
flats, such as the luxury two bed flats
in Lancaster’s Kingsway development.
These usually have en suite facilities
and rent includes utilities, a cleaning
service and broadband.

Studio apartments 
(£129-£159 per unit/per week)
Our Fenton Street studio and one
bedroom apartments are available
for single, twin or double occupation.
These new units are in a great location
and offer a high spec at a great price.

Small houses/flats (approx 
£115-£130 per property/
per week)
Our affordable self-contained
properties for couples/families have
one, two or three bedrooms. Rents
typically include water charges and
any service charges, but exclude all
other utilities and taxes, although we
can provide broadband at an extra
cost if required.

Off-campus 
accommodation enquiries:
LUSU Living
Edward Roberts Court
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YA

Tel: +44 (0)1524 592 170
Email: lusu.living@lancaster.ac.uk
www.housing.lusu.co.uk
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Accommodation
Many of our postgraduate students live on campus 
in the purpose-built Graduate College, which is situated 
on Alexandra Park in the south-west of campus and offers
excellent accommodation options. 

Letting periods and 
residence charges
Rooms are let on a 50 week basis
(late September – September) or a 
40 week basis (late September – July)
and payments are made each term
on invoice.

2013-2014 weekly rents including
heating, lighting, water, network
connection and cleaning
(townhouses and studios do 
not have a cleaning service):

Standard rooms, £96.60

Standard townhouse rooms,
£107.73

En suite rooms, £114.45

Superior en suite rooms, £117.95

Single studios, £140.35

Double studios, £157.50

Applying for campus
accommodation
We’ll send you details about the
application process once you
confirm acceptance of our study
offer (from April onwards). You apply
for your room in Graduate College or
Family Flats online, you will then be
sent an offer and will need to pay a
refundable accommodation deposit
of £200.00 for a single study room or
£275.00 for a family flat. All deposits
are paid online using a credit card. 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk

Checklist 
All rooms are self-catered, single
bedrooms with study space

All rooms have Wi-Fi and 
wired data points for access
to email, Internet and the
campus network access

Most rooms are en suite

Shared kitchen facilities 
include cooker, microwave, 
fridge and freezer

Campus has shops, eateries, 
social facilities and laundrettes

Bring your own cutlery, utensils,
bedding etc, or buy them 
on arrival

Most bedrooms in the College 
are en suite, with private shower
and toilet facilities; there are some
self-contained studios with a
larger bed, small kitchen and
dining area available too. Between
four and nine students share 
the kitchen facilities. 

Specifically adapted
accommodation is available to
students with disabilities, including
ground floor rooms for wheelchair
users or students with restricted
mobility. Please specify your
needs when applying.

Accommodation guarantees
If you are a full-time postgraduate
student from outside of the EU you
are guaranteed single on campus
accommodation for the first year 
of study if you complete your online
application by 15 August (having
already sent firm acceptance of 
a place on a full-time course of 
nine months or more, beginning 
in September or October). 

EU students receive the same
guarantee if a residence application
is returned by 1 August.

Families and couples
The campus has a limited number 
of self-contained, furnished family
flats ranging from one to four
bedrooms. We are not able to offer
accommodation guarantees for
couples and children but Lancaster
University Students’ Union (LUSU) 
can help you find suitable alternatives
as required. 

Family life 
To find out more about 
the support and services
available for students
moving to Lancaster with
their families, please visit
www.lancaster.ac.uk/
students-with-families
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The Students’ Union (LUSU)
www.lusu.co.uk 

We provide representation, advice,
services, and opportunities for
students and ensure that students’
voices are heard within the University.
And of course, we’re here to help 
you expand your social network.

There are many ways for postgraduates
to get involved – from attending our
forums to becoming a departmental
academic representative; it’s a good
way of meeting people and developing
skills. You can also be involved by
standing for an elected position on
the Postgraduate Board, run jointly 
by LUSU and Graduate College.

Student Based Services
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs 

Student Based Services provides
easy access to support that enhances
your postgraduate experience. We
work closely with colleagues across
the University to provide advice and
guidance on a range of academic and
non-academic issues from welfare to
funding, health to accommodation. 

All services are available via The
Base, our one stop enquiry desk at
the front of University House, where
friendly staff will do their best to help
you or arrange an appointment with 
a specialist adviser.

Counselling and mental health 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/counselling
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/mentalhealth

Our private and confidential service
covers all aspects of mental health
and wellbeing.

Disability
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/disabilities 

Support is available on disability
issues relating to all aspects of living
and learning at Lancaster, including
assessment and support for dyslexia,
assessments for study aids, funding
applications and social care support.

Funding 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/funding

We can provide information, advice
and guidance on student funding 
and financial aid, including help 
with Government and University
funding, administration of financial
aid schemes, guidance on living
costs, and help with budgeting. 

Registry
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/registry

Staff can provide assistance with
academic record matters, registration,
module enrolment, academic review
and appeals and provide student
status letters.

International Student 
Advice Service
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/
international 

Our International Student Advice
Service can help with pre-arrival
needs, cultural adjustment, visa
information, social activities, 
financial issues, debt problems, 
and working in the UK. 

Supporting you
Lancaster University supports every student in making 
the most of their education and life at Lancaster.We 
offer a range of services that are easy and free to access
throughout your time here. 

Chaplaincy Centre 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/chaplaincy

The Chaplaincy Centre is a place
where you can pray and worship,
reflect and contemplate, explore 
faith issues and ask questions, find
support and encouragement and
meet others. 

Pre-School Centre 
www.lancaster-
preschoolcentre.co.uk 

With excellent Ofsted reports, fully
qualified staff and 158 places split
between two age groups – three
months to two years and over two
years – the Pre-School Centre is 
here to provide high quality childcare
in support of students and staff 
with young children. Whilst fees are
charged, we can advise you on how
to claim back some of the costs.

Health services
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sbs/health 
www.naturalhealthcare.org.uk 

All students must register with 
the Bailrigg Health Centre (surgeries 
on campus and in Lancaster) or 
with another local GP. We also have 
a DENPLAN-accredited dentist 
and a pharmacy on campus. The
Natural Health Care Centre offers
complementary health treatment
including Acupuncture, Alexander
Technique, Aromatherapy and
Reflexology. 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Jobshop
http://jobshop.lusu.co.uk 

LUSU provides an online jobshop 
for postgraduates seeking part-time
work whilst studying at Lancaster.
The service is designed to assist you
in finding opportunities to boost your
income and help you to gain those
vital extra skills for your CV – part-
time work or full-time vacation work.

Careers
www.lancs.ac.uk/careers

Lancaster University is proud of 
its reputation for creating highly
qualified, employable postgraduates
and our careers support will help 
you negotiate and succeed in an 
ever more complex and competitive
job market. Our careers services
provides an extensive range of
services and activities to help you
make informed decisions about 
your career options:

A range of career development
programmes designed to meet 
the specific needs of postgraduate
students

Individual Careers Adviser 
support in career choice, job
search, recruitment and selection
processes, psychometric testing,
self-employment, enterprise skills
and commercial awareness
development

Access to job vacancies, work
experience and placements 
with potential employers

A Careers Resource Centre 
and website

The Postgraduate Employability
Portal which provides electronic
access to a suite of postgraduate
career development and job
vacancy opportunities

A dedicated employer liaison 
team, responsible for advertising
hundreds of graduate vacancies
and maintaining close relationships
with industries and businesses 
to ensure we can keep you up to
date with the latest recruitment
opportunities and required
competencies

Access to thousands of vacancies
from all sectors, circulated via our
electronic vacancy service 

An annual Career Opportunities
Fair and programmes of employer
presentations throughout the year

The Lancaster Award
www.lancaster.ac.uk/careers/award 

The Lancaster Award recognises
your extra-curricular achievements
and demonstrates your skills to
employers. You take the award
alongside your postgraduate 
studies by completing activities 
in employability and career
development, campus and
community involvement and 
work experience. 

Education and support 
http://advice.lusu.co.uk 

LUSU also have a specialist team of
advisers with expertise in supporting
postgraduates with educational
issues. We offer guidance and
support regarding your rights and
responsibilities and can help with a
broad range of issues from research
students’ supervision to taught
students’ teaching provision.

LUSU Involve
http://involve.lusu.co.uk 

LUSU Involve offers worthwhile 
and interesting volunteering and
enterprise opportunities to students
such as helping in schools and
community organisations, working
with museums and charities or
volunteering with young offenders.
Green Lancaster is another initiative
in which you can volunteer to 
make a positive difference to the
environment and gain valuable
transferrable skills in the process.
Many of our events are run at the
weekend so that you can fit your
participation around your studies.

LUSU Involve can also support you 
in becoming an entrepreneur; if you
are thinking of setting up your own
business, we can help turn your ideas
into reality with start-up funds and
links to business professionals. 

Our international opportunities 
are about much more than a 
simple ‘exchange’ with our partner
institutions around the world. 
You’ll gain a real understanding 
of the country you visit by volunteering
on established projects, meeting 
with local government, networking
with major corporate companies and
learning about important international
issues from leading academics. 
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Departmental support
From the simple, practical things like
photocopying, computer, telephone
and fax facilities to specialist support
such as research supervision and
personal development planning, your
department will play a pivotal role in
your postgraduate experience. 

You can expect excellent resources,
high quality supervision, access 
to world-class academics
(Lancaster’s own and visiting),
expertise and experience of
producing world-changing research,
and a departmental and faculty
research seminar series at which
leading researchers from other
universities present their latest work.

Your department can help with funding
to support your research activities
(external training courses and
conference attendance, for example).
And of course you will always have 
full student representation in the
University’s decision making through
departmental and faculty committees.

Personal development
www.lancaster.ac.uk/portal

Lancaster University provides
structured support for you to reflect
on your learning and development
through an online personal space.
This provides opportunities to 
write about and reflect upon your
experience – learning, research, and
teaching – and to share with peers,
tutors, supervisors and even people
external to the university. It provides
you with a means to enhance your
awareness of the skills and qualities
you are developing, gain feedback
from others on your progress, and 
to develop a record to inform future
research and career choices.

Research Training Programme
www.lancaster.ac.uk/fass/
gradschool/training 

www.lancaster.ac.uk/
sci-tech/postgraduate/rdp 

www.lums.lancs.ac.uk/phd/
PhDProgTypes/ResTrain 

Undertaking research at
postgraduate level is a considerable
challenge and requires a wide 
variety of skills – both subject 
skills and skills of a more general,
transferable nature. In line with the
National Researcher Development
Framework, each faculty at Lancaster
offers a comprehensive Research
Training Programme to support 
the development of our research
postgraduates.

Supporting your future
Whether you wish to open the door to faster career
progression or lay the foundations for a bright future 
in academia, the University offers many levels of 
practical and specialist support to get you there.

The programme covers subject
specific material and skills, including:

Knowledge and intellectual
activities

Personal effectiveness

Research governance and
organisation

Engagement, influence 
and impact

The programme ensures that our
graduates are ideally equipped with
the attributes needed to enter high
level employment. Much of this
training takes place face-to-face
within the faculties. Some takes 
place elsewhere on campus, for
example, in the library, by our careers
service or in the Postgraduate
Statistics Centre. 

Some training materials are available
through Doctoral Training Centres
such as NWDTC, STOR-i, HighWire
and NOWNano. We also provide
online training.

Postgraduate research students 
are encouraged to attend research
training events regardless of where
they are organised. Subject to space,
the modules on each faculty’s
research training programme are
open to students right across 
the University.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk



Lancaster life – Recreation and culture 32/33

Sports Centre 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/sports-centre 

Opened in 2011, the Sports Centre
has an eight lane, 25m swimming
pool with the latest touch pad timing
equipment, as well as a fitness suite,
featuring a split-level 100-station
gym with an extensive range of
cardiovascular and resistance
machines and free weights, all
supervised by a dedicated personal
training team. 

The 8.5m climbing wall, featuring 
17 belay lines and a bouldering 
cave, was designed with input from
renowned mountaineer, and our
Chancellor, Sir Chris Bonington. 
The sports hall has been designed 
to accommodate a variety of different
sports in one space; from all traditional
indoor sports to trampolining. Martial
arts, spinning, dance, pilates and yoga
classes all take place in The Studio. 

Other facilities include a sauna and
steam room, four glass squash courts,
a meeting room, a physio/sports
injuries clinic, outdoor changing
rooms, extensive grass pitches for
rugby and football, eight tennis courts,
five netball courts, two artificial
pitches, two multi-use games areas,
and a woodland walk and trim trail.

LUSU sports
http://activities.lusu.co.uk 

Our LUSU sports clubs compete 
in the British Universities and
Colleges Sports (BUCS) leagues,
competitions and tournaments 
and there are plenty of weekend
opportunities to play sport. The
‘Roses’ weekend, a varsity tournament
pitting Lancaster University against
rivals York University is an annual
highlight alongside the inter college
sports calendar.

LU Cinema
http://cinema.lusu.co.uk 

Lancaster University is one of the 
few universities with its own student
3D cinema located on campus. 
The best equipped student cinema 
in the country, it shows a broad range
of movies from recently released
blockbusters through to world
cinema films and old classics.

Societies
http://activities.lusu.co.uk 

Nearly half of our students are
members of one of our various
student groups. There are now 
over 180 LUSU affiliated societies
(around 30 international groups) 
and they exist to support the
interests and hobbies of students 
– if we don’t currently offer a society
you’re interested in, it’s very easy 
to set one up. They are a great way 
to make friends and get involved. 

Live at LICA 
Sited within the Great Hall 
complex at the north end of campus,
Live at LICA (Lancaster Institute 
for the Contemporary Arts) is the
University’s professional arts
organisation, combining a public
theatre, gallery and concert hall. 
Their venues include Lancaster
International Concerts, the Peter
Scott Gallery and the Nuffield 
Theatre – all open to the public, 
staff and students. 

The organisation plays a nationally
important role in developing
innovative contemporary arts,
nurturing generations of artists whilst
delivering a range of projects with
young people and local residents.

Follow Live at LICA on Twitter or
Facebook to find out what’s on, 
and book tickets online at
www.liveatlica.org

Recreation and culture
Music 
www.liveatlica.org

Live at LICA is a major provider of
classical and world music in north
Lancashire. We present a varied
programme of music including
orchestral concerts, chamber music,
jazz, world music, opera and new
music. Our ‘Meet the Artist’ sessions
take place before events, providing
an insight into the creative process.
Recent visiting orchestras include
the BBC Philharmonic, Opera North
and Tchaikovsky Symphony
Orchestra of Moscow Radio. 

Theatre and dance 
www.liveatlica.org

The Nuffield Theatre is one of the
largest professional studio theatres 
in Europe, focusing on new and
experimental work. According to The
Guardian Insider’s Guide to the Arts
2010, it is “the place [in England] to
see the most innovative new work.” 

It hosts public performances of
theatre, contemporary dance and live
art from some of the best known and
respected professional companies
from the UK and abroad. The theatre
also presents public performances
by Lancaster students and societies,
plus a range of local community
organisations. 

Exhibitions 
www.liveatlica.org

The Peter Scott Gallery is a small gem
of a contemporary art gallery, hosting
visual art exhibitions and an annual
series of artists’ talks, open to the
public free of charge. It is home to the
University’s international art collection,
including Japanese and Chinese art,
antiquities, works by twentieth century
British artists, and prints by significant
European names such as Dürer, Miró,
Ernst and Vasarely. It is also the venue
for the LICA Fine Art undergraduate
and postgraduate art exhibitions. 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Living costs and budgeting
While living expenses vary depending
on your lifestyle and needs, rents 
and some living expenses do tend 
to be lower at Lancaster than in 
some urban centres. 

There are a variety of financial 
awards at Lancaster for which you
may be eligible to apply. Awards 
are strictly limited and you must 
make provision to meet all your 
study related costs for the duration 
of your course. Please see
www.lancaster.ac.uk/pgfunding 

Under the UK points based
immigration system, if you are 
an international (Non UK/EU) 
student, you will be required to 
have a minimum amount to support
yourself and additional sums for each
of your dependants (adult or child).
For more information please see
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk 

Staff in Student Services and the
Students’ Union can provide practical
advice on funding, budgeting and debt.
For guidance on student living costs
and an interactive budget planner,
please visit www.lancaster.ac.uk/
sbs/funding/costsandbudgeting 

Finance and funding
Fees for postgraduate study 
All candidates should ensure 
that they have access to sufficient
funds to cover living expenses and
tuition fees across the duration 
of their studies. During the online 
pre-registration process you will 
be required to agree to pay your
tuition fees when they become 
due, or to provide evidence that 
the fees will be paid by another
person or organisation. 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk

The annual tuition fee covers
registration, tuition and examination.
It does not include residential
accommodation, living expenses, 
or charges for re-examination. All
fees may be revised and as much
notice as possible will be given 
of any changes.

All fees (both standard and 
non-standard) are likely to 
increase annually. 2014-15 
fees will be announced in the 
spring of 2014 and will be published
on the University website at
www.lancaster.ac.uk/pgfees

Funding and awards
At first sight, finding sources of
financial support might seem
daunting. However, with the 
advice and guidance you’ll receive
from our staff, both at university 
level and within faculties and
departments, you can be assured
that we’ll do our utmost to help you 
in your applications for funding.

We recommend that you start
planning the financing of your studies 
12-18 months in advance of your
programme start date, as some
external awards will have application
deadlines this early in the process.

Additional sources of funding 
are available, especially for specific
programmes and for students from
particular countries/regions. For
detailed listings of awards available at
Lancaster, and for information about
how to apply for them, please consult:

www.lancaster.ac.uk/pgfunding

A member of staff in your subject
area to find out how previous
students have paid for their studies

Charities, trust and 
other general funders
A wide variety of charitable and 
other organisations have funds 
they make available to intending
postgraduate students at both
masters and PhD level. The amounts
they make available as grants range
from £500 to several thousand
pounds. Most award the funding 
on a competitive basis, and have
criteria related to either academic
excellence or financial need. Many
have additional criteria related to 
the wider charitable aims of the
organisation. Their application
deadline dates, and application
processes are vary varied and some
have a number of different deadlines
at times throughout the year. 

Further details
Visit our website for details of
postgraduate funding opportunities:
www.lancaster.ac.uk/
postgraduate-fees

Fee examples from 2013-14
Home and EU annual fees: 2013-2014 examples

Taught degrees Research degrees*

Full-time at the University £5,950 (Arts & Social Sciences) £3,900
£6,500 (Sciences)

Full-time away from the University £2,975 (Arts & Social Sciences) £1,950 
£3,250 (Sciences)

Part-time £2,975 (Arts & Social Sciences) £1,950 
£3,250 (Sciences)

Overseas students annual fees: 2013-2014 examples
Taught degrees Research degrees*

Full-time at the University (1) £16,220 £15,860

Full-time at the University (2) £12,880 £12,620

Full-time away from the University **(1) £8,110 £7,930

Full-time away from the University **(2) £6,440 £6,310

Part-time as per full-time away fee

* MPhil/PhD, MRes and MSc (by research).

** Applicable to those students whose research is being conducted full-time away from Lancaster and who have had this 
status approved.

(1) For courses and research within the departments of LEC (Biological and Environmental disciplines; Physical Geography), 
Communication Systems, Computing, Engineering, Mathematics and Statistics, Physics and Psychology.

(2) Fee for LEC (Human Geographical disciplines) and all other departments. 

Please note: the tuition fee rates outlined are only applicable to those programmes, which attract the standard 
fee rate. A full listing of those courses which attract the non-standard fees can be found on our website at 
www.lancaster.ac.uk/pgfees 
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Using My Applications to apply
Using your account on the My
Applications website, you are 
able to submit applications for 
the programme(s) which you 
wish to study, upload supporting
documentation and provide us 
with information about referees. You
may apply for all Lancaster University
postgraduate programmes using 
this method with the exception of
the Doctorate in Clinical Psychology
(DClinPsy) and the PgDip/MA in
Social Work. These two programmes
are administered by external
agencies: please refer to the course
listings on pages 140 and 110 for
further details.

What do I need to include 
with my application?
If you use the My Applications
website then you will be advised
which documentation you need 
to upload or send to us. We can
automatically contact your referees
once you have submitted your
application, if you ask us to.

The supporting documentation
screen will provide you with a list 
of required documents. These 
will usually include:

Degree certificates and transcripts
of previous higher education
(college/university) degrees or
other courses that you have
completed/for which you are
currently studying. Note that, 
for transcripts in languages other
than English, a certified English
translation will be required

Personal Statement

Research proposal 
(for research degrees)

References

For those for whom English is 
not their first language, copies 
of English language test results

Current Lancaster students
If you are a current Lancaster student,
or you have recently graduated from
Lancaster, we can reduce the amount
of information that you will need to
provide as part of your application.
You will need to provide only one
reference and will not need to supply
your Lancaster degree transcript. 
We will also pre-fill your personal
details, ready for you to check.

Other ways to apply
If you are unable to use our online
application service, please contact
the appropriate Faculty Admissions
Office for your intended programme
of study (see right). 

Applying to Lancaster
Our aim is to make the application process as simple 
and efficient as possible for you. We would encourage 
you to apply online using the My Applications website at
www.lancaster.ac.uk/postgraduate-applications

Faculty contacts 
Arts, Humanities and Social
Science Programmes
Postgraduate Admissions
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YL

Tel: +44 (0)1524 510 880
Email: fass-pg-admissions@
lancaster.ac.uk

Business and Management 
(LUMS) Programmes
Postgraduate Admissions 
Graduate Management School
Management School
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YX

Tel: +44 (0)1524 510 733
Email: gms@lancaster.ac.uk 

Health and Medicine Programmes
Postgraduate Admissions
Faculty of Health and Medicine
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YG

Tel: +44 (0)1524 593 936
Email: fhm-pg-admissions@
lancaster.ac.uk

Science, Engineering and
Technology Programmes
Postgraduate Admissions
Faculty of Science and Technology
Lancaster University
Lancaster LA1 4YR

Tel: +44 (0)1524 593 795
Email: fst-pg-admissions@
lancaster.ac.uk

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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Kazakhstan 
ICC Plus Agency
Tel: +772 7263 5418 
Email: office@iccplus.kz
www.iccplus.kz

Intellect Consultancy
Tel: +772 7375 1708/3038
Email: info@intellect.kz
www.intellect.kz 

Malaysia 
MABECS Sdn Bhd
Tel: +603 7956 7655/7439
Email: ukdegrees@mabecs.com
www.mabecs.com

Mexico
Across The Pond
Tel: +52 55 8421 4929 
Email: info@
studyacrossthepond.com
www.studyacrossthepond.com

Norway 
Across The Pond
Tel: +47 4140 8093 
Email: info@studyacross
thepond.com
www.studyacrossthepond.com

Russia 
Znaniye – Centre Study Group
Tel: +495 131 2502/7251
Email: info@znaniye.ru
www.znaniye.ru 

ITEC
Tel: +7495 708 4242
Email: info@itec.com.ru
www.itec.com.ru

Saudi Arabia
IEC Abroad Ltd – Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 2682 1285
Email: jeddah@iecabroad.com
www.iecabroad.com

A2Z Management
Tel: +966 1419 7662
Email: apps@a2zmgt.com
www.a2zmgt.com

South Korea 
EDM Education
Tel: +82 2562 1278
Email: admin@londonuhak.com
www.edmedu.com

Taiwan
UKEAS
Tel: +8862 2370 9780
Email: taipei@ukeas.com
www.ukeas.com.tw 

Thailand
Hands on Education 
Consultants – Bangkok
Tel: +66 2635 5230
Email: info@hands-on.co.th
www.hands-onconsultants.com

Mentor International – Bangkok
Tel: +66 2255 5157 9
Email: info@mentor.ac
www.mentor.ac

UK
IEC Abroad Ltd – United Kingdom
Tel: +44 161 233 4295
Email: admissions@iecabroad.com
www.iecabroad.com

USA
Across The Pond
Tel: +1 978 662 5167
Email: info@studyacross
thepond.com 
www.studyacrossthepond.com

Vietnam 
ISC – UKEAS
Tel: +84 4 3941 1906
Email: hanoi@isc-ukeas.com
www.isc-ukeas.com

If your country is not listed above
please contact the International Office:
internationaloffice@lancaster.ac.uk 

38/39

Lancaster offices 
Cyprus
Mr Andros Papadopoulos
34, 28 October Avenue
Office 102
Makedonitissa
2414 Engomi
Nicosia
Cyprus
Tel: +357 2235 3321 
Email: a.papadopoulos2
@lancaster.ac.uk

Nigeria
Nigeria Regional Office
Mr Nom Habu
Study Group Regional Office
First Business Alliance Suites
2nd Floor Plot 5
Chief Yesuf Abiodun Street
Off Ligali Ayorinde Street
Adjacent City of David Church
Victoria Island
Lagos
Nigeria

Tel: +234 70 9810 3529 
Email: n.habu@lancaster.ac.uk

Overseas representatives
Botswana 
John Luke & Associates 
Tel: +44 29 2075 8032/
+267 391 1805
Email: john@luke-uni.co.uk 

China 
UKEAS
Tel: +86 21 6468 3535
Email: info@ukeas.com.cn
www.ukeas.com.cn 

JJL 
Tel: +86 10 6568 5656 
Email: serviceuk4@jjl.cn
www.jjl.cn 

D&LT Harbin 
Tel: +86 451 8232 9497
Email: info@edubridge.com.cn
www.edubridge.cn

EIC Group
Tel: +86 10 5878 1616
Email: beijing@eic.org.cn
www.eic.org.cn

Greece
Dimitris Valsamis
Tel: +30 210 524 8300 
Email: valsamis@fcollege.gr

Official overseas
representatives
Lancaster University has official overseas representatives 
in the following countries. Please contact them directly 
for further information.

Hong Kong 
Education UK
Tel: +852 2525 9849
Email: hongkong
@educationuk.com.hk
www.edu-uk.net

Amber Education Hong Kong
Tel: +8522 377 9115
Email: amberhk
@educationuk.com.hk
www.amberedu.com.hk

Hong Kong Education Web Ltd
Tel: + 852 2272 2800
Email: ieu@education.com.hk 
www.education.com.hk

India 
Chopra Consultants 
(Head Office – Delhi)
Tel: +91 11 4160 8466
Email: delhi@thechopras.com 
www.thechopras.com

Edwise International 
(Head Office – Mumbai)
Tel: +91 22 2200 3338
Email: ho@edwiseinternational.com
www.edwiseinternational.com

Japan 
British Education Office 
(Head Office – Tokyo)
Tel: +81 3 5367 3315
Email: study@beo.jp
www.beo.co.jp 

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk
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At the heart of our mission is our aim to pursue research at the highest
international level, create new knowledge and share the benefits of this with 
our students, partners and users of research. If you come to Lancaster you 
will be joining a University that is in the research elite in the UK and among the 
best in the world. This will stand you in good stead as your future career develops.

Our thriving research community contributes significantly to advancing
knowledge and understanding across a variety of disciplines and makes major
contributions to the Arts and Social Sciences, Management, Health and Medicine
and Science and Technology. Lancaster research helps to inform public policy
making, developing and delivering public services and improving government
decision making.

Lancaster trains innovative people through government funded doctoral and
postgraduate training centres that span most of our activity. These include
centres in computing, design and management, statistics and operational
research, biotechnology and biological sciences, and in the arts, humanities 
and social sciences. These centres are closely aligned with the needs and goals
of business and industry to ensure the relevance of the programmes and to
encourage technology exchange and early adoption of emerging technologies,
processes and ideas. Lancaster works with more than 1,000 businesses per year.

We foster a distinctive and holistic approach to research which brings together
academics from different disciplines to share their expertise and make positive
impact in solving many serious global challenges that are increasingly shaping
our everyday lives. Researchers at Lancaster are involved in large scale teams
which cross institutional and international boundaries. Understanding the impact
of religion in society, tackling climate change and ensuring lifelong health and
wellbeing are just some of critical challenges that our researchers strive to meet,
while meeting the high ethical standards which underpin everything we do.

Our academics are leading figures in their fields and we pride ourselves in 
our commitment to recognising the needs of our students and delivering an
experience that gives the knowledge and skills needed for our students to
become leaders in their own right. We look forward to welcoming you to our
vibrant and internationally focused community of postgraduate students.

Professor Geraint Johnes, Dean of Graduate Studies (left)
Professor Trevor J McMillan, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research (right)

Our programmes
Thank you for considering Lancaster as a place 
to continue your studies as a postgraduate. 
Whether you are looking for a taught course or 
a programme dedicated to research you will find 
that our postgraduates are firmly embedded in 
the research culture and activity of our University.

For more information please go to www.lancaster.ac.uk


