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Born: 24.2.1950, Lancashire, England.
Nationality: Australian and British
Home address: 5 Meadowside, Lancaster LA1 3AQ, UK

Academic qualifications

1972: B.Sc. (Liverpool) with First Class Honours in Computational and Statistical Science.
1973: M.Sc. (Oxford) by thesis, “Contagion and Allied Processes”.
1977: Ph.D. (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) by thesis, “Spatial Processes with Applications in Ecology”.

Current posts

Distinguished University Professor Emeritus, Lancaster University
Adjunct Professor of Biostatistics, Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health
Adjunct Professor, Yale University School of Public Health

Previous posts

University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne Lecturer in Statistics, January 1974 to December 1983;
Reader in Statistics, January 1984 to December 1984

CSIRO Division of Mathematics and Statistics e Senior Research Scientist, January 1985
to June 1986; Principal Research Scientist, July 1986 to June 1987; Chief Research Scientist
and Chief of Division, July 1987 to June 1988.

University of Liverpool Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Population Health (part-
time), December 2011 to September 2015.

Health Data Research UK Head of Training, then Director of PhD Programme, June 2018
to April 2021 (part-time)

Academic Leadership at Lancaster University

Professor of Statistics, 1988-2007; Founder and Director of Medical Statistics Unit, 1995 to 2001;
University Dean for Research, 1998 to 2001; EPSRC Senior Fellow, 2004 to 2008; Associate Dean
for Research, School of Health and Medicine, 2007-2011; Founding leader of CHICAS Research
Group 2007-2017; Distinguished University Professor since 2007

Named lectures and awards

1986. H.O. Hartley Lecture, Texas A&M University, USA

1997. Royal Statistical Society Guy Medal in Silver

2001. American Statistical Association, Elected Fellow.

2006. Armitage Lecture, Cambridge, UK.

2015. John Stuart Hunter Lecture, United Arab Emirates University, UAE
2017. David Sprott Lecture, University of Waterloo, Canada

2017. Pascal Fellow and Lecture, Durham University, UK

2018. Colin White Lecture, Yale University, USA

2018. Francqui Chair, Universities of Hasselt and Leuven, Belgium
2018. Royal Statistical Society Vic Barnett Lecture, Cardiff, UK

2020. Sally Hollis Memorial lecture, Manchester, UK

2023. Dean’s Medal, Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health



Other professional activities

Royal Statistical Society. Fellow since 1974. Honorary Secretary, North Eastern Local
Group, 1977-1979. Chairman, North Eastern Local Group, 1980-1982. Member of Research
Section Committee, 1980-1987. Member of Council 1983-1985. Joint Editor of JRSSB, 1984-
1987. Honorary Secretary, 1990-1996. Associate Editor of Applied Statistics, 1998-2000. Chair
of Research Section Committee, 1998-2000. President, 2014-2016.

Biometric Society Member since 1978. Joint organiser of one day meeting “Biometric Aspects
of Spatial Processes” October 1978. Joint organiser of residential workshop “Spatial Analysis
in Ecology” September 1982 (for Mathematical Ecology Study Group). Session organiser, 12th
International Biometrics Conference IBC, Tokyo, 1984; Session organiser, 16th IBC, Hamilton,
1990. Associate Editor of Biometrics, 1984-1989. Invited speaker, 24th IBC, Cairns, 2006.
Invited speaker, 25th IBC, Dublin, 2008. Session organiser, 26th IBC, Florianopolis, 2010.
Invited speaker, 28th IBC, Florence, 2014

Medical Research Council Member of Public Health and Health Services Research Board,
2007-2008. Member of Population and Systems Medicine Research Board, 2008-2011. Chair of
Strategic Skills Fellowships Schemes Panel, 2012-2016 Member of Training and Careers Group,
2012-2016 Member of Population Health Sciences Group, 2014-2016

Wellcome Trust Member of Sustaining Health Committee, 2013-2017
Biometrika Associate Editor, 1991-1992. Member, Board of Trustees, since 1993.

International Statistical Institute Invited speaker, 43rd ISI Session, Buenos Aires, 1983.
Elected Ordinary Member, 1985. Invited Speaker, First World Congress of Bernoulli Society,
Tashkent, 1986. Invited Speaker, 46th ISI Session, Tokyo, 1987. Member, Programme Commit-
tee, 48th ISI Session, Cairo, 1991. Organiser of meeting, ” Epidemiological studies of industrial
pollutants”, at 48th ISI Session, Cairo, 1991. Member of Programme Committee, 50th ISI Ses-
sion, Beijing, 1995. Invited speaker, 56th ISI Session, Lisbon, 2007. Invited speaker, 58th ISI
Session, Dublin, 2011

Bernoulli Society Member, 1981-2004. Member of Council, 1987-1991. Programme Coordi-
nator, European Regional Committee, 1994-1996. Invited speaker, Bernoulli World Congress,
Tashkent, 1986. Invited speaker, European Meeting of Statisticians, Barcelona, 1991. Invited
plenary speaker, Bernoulli World Congress, Istanbul, 2011.

Biostatistics Founding co-editor, 1999-2009; Member of Advisory Board, since 2010
Statistical Science Associate Editor, 2014-2016

Fisher Memorial Trust Trustee, 2015-2018

Teaching experience

I have developed and taught a wide range of courses in a university context, including under-
graduate and postgraduate degree courses in probability and statistics, a limited amount of
mathematics teaching, and statistics service teaching aimed at particular client groups.

I have developed and taught short courses for CPD programmes in the UK and overseas, in
topic areas related to my research interests in spatial point processes, geostatistics, time series
and longitudinal data.

I taught on the UK’s EPSRC-funded national Academy for PhD Training in Statistics from its
inception in 2008 until 2014.



I was instrumental in the formation of a partnership agreement between the Royal Statistical
Society and the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS), and have taught at AIMS
Tanzania.

I have co-authored text-books in statistics and in pure mathematics.

Research Interests

My main areas of methodological research interest concern spatial statistics and longitudinal
data analysis, especially as applied in the biomedical, health and environmental sciences. I have
also worked in time series, Monte Carlo inference and non-parametric smoothing.

My main substantive research interests are in environmental epidemiology, tropical disease epi-
demiology and real-time health surveillance.

Research student supervision
Newcastle upon Tyne

Richard Gratton, Hana Ameen, David Coates, Ann-Lee Wang (PhD)
Arthur Pewsey (MPhil)

Lancaster graduating

Ibrahim Al Wasel, Julia Kelsall, Helen Wilson, Sara Morris, Louise Harper, Jon Barry, Jan Cur-
rie, Paulo Ribeiro, Patrick Brown, David Smith, Ting-Li Su, Ines Sousa, Irene Kaimi, Gerwyn
Green, John Speakman, Tom Fanshawe, Annette Dobson, Susan Gooding, Alexandre Rodrigues,
Michelle Stanton, Lisha Deng, Lydiane Agier, Nicola Reeve, Ozgur Asar, Emanuele Giorgi, Irene
Larbi, Justice Aheto, Kamarul Musa, Rhiannon Edge, Michael Chipeta, James Chirombo, Ben-
jamin Amoah, Poppy Miller, Jillian Gauld, Max Eyre (PhD)

Ann-Marie Jones (MPhil)

Alex Oldroyd, Katy Mitchell, Alexandria Walton (MSc)

Lancaster visiting

Isabel Natario (Lisbon), Victoria Ibanez (Valencia), Angela D’Elia (Florence), Jorge Mateu
(Castellon), Turid Follestadt (Oslo), Andrei Tscheschel (Freiberg), Ole Christensen (Aalborg),
Soren Lophaven(Copenhagen), Marina Paez (Rio de Janeiro), Raquel Menenzes (Santiago de
Compostela), Dora Kocmanova (Leuven), Virgilio Gomez (Valencia), Massimiliano Copetti
(Rome), Rosa Abelana (Barcelona), Rebeca Ramis (Madrid), Diego Giuliani (Rome), Audrey
Dugué (Bordeaux), Nicolas Capian (Paris), Ibon Tamayo (Bilbao), Monica Hernandez (Mexico
City), Marcelo Da Cunha (Rio De Janeiro), Katherine Grell (Copenhagen), Vanessa Sehaba
(Parana State), Claudio Fronterre (Padua), Dileepa Ediriweera (Sri Lanka)

Liverpool

David Taylor-Robinson, Dan Wootton, Amanda Minter, Gabriel Pedra (PhD)
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine

Shelui Collinson (current)

Yale graduating

Katie Owers, Kate Hacker (PhD)



African Institute for Mathematical Sciences

Eke Arua, Idelphonse Sode (current)
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