Data set British National Corpus for essay question 10:

be-passive vs get-passive

When answering this question please note the following:
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The examples below were taken from the BNC, a 100 million word corpus of written and spoken English,
mainly but not only of British English

In searching for examples only the past tense forms was and got of the passive auxiliaries were entered

In order to limit the number of hits even more, only the 10 million word spoken subcorpus was used

A few other restrictions were made to reduce the number of examples, but these should not have changed the
kinds of examples found (e.g. the types of verbs that are passivised)

Asafinal step to decrease the number of examples |’ ve given you only about onethird of all the instances of
the be-passive. However, you do have al the cases of the get passive. Since there are now 100 examples of
the be-passive vs. only 61 for get, you'd beright in concluding that the be-passive was by far the most
frequent (more than 4 times as frequent as the get-passive).

If you wish to investigate the linguistic context of (some of) the examplesin more detail, then you should
ask me how to get access to the BNC. The procedure is very simple; the reason I’'m not giving the relevant
information here is that access to the BNC is restricted to license holders, and the LING203 www pageis
publicly accessible.

F7C 462  we happened to go up the stair and er, the door was answered

F7C91  ermthe Wakefield meeting that was talked about

F7R 124  Oh| don't want the arguments of about who was helped, okay you carry on, you
argue, that’s alright <pause> number five, read it and then somebody tell me what it
means.

F7T 64 However it just so happens the last time an election wasn't on aThursday wasin er |
think it was nineteen thirty one when it was held on a Tuesday.

F7T 108  And so aHarlow councillor who was elected in nineteen eighty eight, yeah?

F7T 250  Ineighty three, when it was obvious that the Conservatives were gonnawin <pause>
because then if you, if, thisis history now, but the L abour Party was led by Michael
Foot then, it was <pause> it was in no shape to win the election in erm <pause> the
Conservatives were, were led by Thatcher, she was on a high after the Falklands War,
the Conservatives <pause> romped home.

F7T 260  <pause> Now the question was raised earlier <pause> what is the justification of this
system of election by thirds?

F88139 At thistime remember the traditiona British holiday was seen as staying in a
boarding house with alandlady.

F88 339 And that <pause> who would you say that was aimed at?

F8J89 So, if you've got amouse you could actually help speed up alot of this editing but, |
said, I've not written in the mouse commands into this schedule because we didn't
actually have mice on all work stations when thiswas written.

F8R 6 And to understand that change | want to go back to the beginning and just to trace
what has happened to the Chinese Communist Party since it was formed in nineteen
twenty one <pause> when it had a mere <pause> | hope everybody can see that, it's
not very <pause> large today <pause> and | don't think | can <unclear> any better
than that <pause> In nineteen twenty one when it was first founded, it had a mere fifty
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seven members and it didn’t grow very much for a number of years.
Y es <pause> in the sense that <pause> although he comes from a peasant background
originally, it'sarich peasant background and he himself had er a reasonable education
and subsequently erm built on the education that he was given becoming in part self-
taught.
Sir, you will remember in the deposit, Skelton wasinset, although these two fields
were not part of the inset.
And that strike was lost?
Wo-- that strike was lost wasit?
| am, | was born in Essex, in <pause> in <unclear> hospital and my family all come
from Essex, and | was brought up in Upminster and | was very fortunate in that | was
born into achristian home and | had christian parents and christian grandparents
<pause> and christian aunts and uncles <pause> and | went to church from the time |
was about two or three weeks old.
<pause> We get sent al over erm the country, southern England I, | was sent to
different hospitals to learn about different things, to learn about erm psychiatry and
obstetrics <pause> and medicine <pause> and then erm you also do some er training
back in your own hospital, but it's not big enough for al the doctors to stay there all
the time <pause> well the baby doctors.
What was done with the calf
Now can you t-- tell me about how it was bound into sheaves?
Was that done on the the same day as the corn was cut?
Did you ever hear the word stip Being used for a pole that was placed against acorn
stack to keep it from <pause>
But thereisamajor flaw that was pointed out when we had our last discussion about
counting that alongside other factors, that you do a certain amount of work dependent
on what your current staffing levels are.
He was caught in the act but got off with a caution.
In the summer he was stopped by the police for overloading his builder’s van.
Elsewhere in the country similar views are being expressed among victims of crime
where the offender was cautioned.
Three quarters said they hadn't been consulted before a caution was given, and sixty
two percent of our sample thought offenders should only be entitled to one caution no
matter whether the crime was committed by an adult or juvenile.
Three quarters said they hadn't been consulted before a caution was given, and sixty
two percent of our sample thought offenders should only be entitled to one caution no
matter whether the crime was committed by an adult or juvenile.
By accepting a caution he was spared a criminal record.
Sharon <name>, director of the Californialottery since nineteen ninety one, was
appointed by the state governor.
He dislikes gaming, but he is aso concerned about the way in which the contract was
awarded.
The largest er state contract in the history of the state of California, something like
four hundred million dollars was let to G Tec, and competition, er | believe was
suppressed.
The largest er state contract in the history of the state of California, something like
four hundred million dollars was let to G Tec, and competition, er | believe was
suppressed.
The contract was probed by the governor’s office last March, as aresult Pete Wilson
sanctioned the go ahead of the G Tec deal, but said that the state lottery’s bidding

2/9



34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41
42

43

45

46

a7

48

49

50
51

52
53

54
55

HEG 212

HEG 216

HE7 134

HE7 195

HE7 202

HEES

HEE 13

HEE 20
HEE 49

HEE 50
HEE 57

HEE 70

HEE 103

HEE 107

HEE 135

HEE 153

HEN 79
HEN 92

HEN 151
HEN 273

HEN 275
HEN 424

process needed amending.
Processing scratch cards like this needs a central computer system, last year a hundred
and fifty million dollar contract to do the job was awarded to a smaller rival, High
Integrity Systems, in April Mrs <name> cancelled that contract, after, the company
says sixty five million dollars had been spent on the project.
Sharon <name> recommended the contract should be awarded to G Tec without any
competitive bid, there was a public outcry, ten days ago she was forced to change her
recommendation to the state lottery commission and opt for atender.
Like many people, some years ago <name> was troubled by nuisance telephone calls.
When we prepared for our next visit to <name>, the secret camerawas hidden in a
jacket, the lens behind a badge in the buttonhole.
erm when he was asked about <name> and stood over his shoulder and trying to take
mental notes <unclear> .
And | was working upstairsin er what'’s called the gascon module, Which was shut
down at the time for repair work and things like that.
And er at that stage we tried the fire hydrants but | mean there was no water in the
pumps the electric pumps there was no ele-- electric power 'cos the elec-- electric er
generator was blown to bits, well they weren't working anyway.
And off that there was a big knotted rope which c-- was thrown down.
Well we were taken up to the standby boat which is | mean every vessel in the North
Sea, every rig and installation has aboat that circlesit, non stop, twenty four hours a
day and | mean that The standby boat on Piper | mean it was the the two inflatable
boats off it that picked everybody up, and most folk up, and one of them was lost,
they lost two of the crew off that.
| think that was hit by debris off the platform.
| was taken here but at the time | mean | wasn't one of the really seriously burnt, |
mean | was still conscious and | was still walking around.
Aye that was Well that that was on the platform when | got me face burnt and me left
hand, which | think was burnt trying to protect me me head or face at the time.
And then on the platform every week there's a evacuation drill whereit'susually on a
Sunday night or a Saturday night it was changed to recently.
But er dl of that was negated by the fact with the amount of fire and smoke that was
on the platform, nobody could get to the lifeboats.
And | mean it is your sort of second home, and the guys that you work with every
every week, | mean sort of become, | mean it’'s a bit of acliche to say, but | mean part
of afamily that you living out there that you live with out thereand it isareal | mean
when you think of the number that was lost, | mean there were alot of close friends
involved in it.
And | mean | think that if it was spread more | mean if if if people locally gave more
to to bereaved in their own areas, | mean it would go down alot more good there.
Obviously there was new school clothes that was needed.
That was taken in the last few years, er | j-- | I've never bothered about clothesin my
entire life.
Erm our school was pulled down and three schools amalgamated into one big co--
comprehensive.
So thiswas mentioned in fact, | think at one stage.
| think it was mentioned once.
| write them letters, | get people to send er like Photo Gallery in Cardiff, erm | rang
them up, they were sending us stuff and it was addressed to awoman that used to be
in the ph-- er activities officer about fou-- three years ago.
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And we was gonnawhen we saw the interest, when the when it was proved there was

enough people coming, we were gonnabuy him the tools for that, to do the job

properly.

Every decision that was made in the house was his, hiswife had no say in it.

Her body was found on Tuesday night.

<pause> Peter Howell was stabbed just two hours after being released from policy

custody.

His body was discovered on Saint Andrews Road.

<pause> It's been along time since aleague game was played at Molyneux against

Stoke.

Detectives hunting the killer of a businessman who was shot dead as he walked his

dogs today carried out areconstruction involving the car and a motorbike that they

think may have been used in the murder.

Police were called in after the fourteen month old grey colt was found dead on afarm

on <gap reason=anonymization desc=address> road in Lincoln.

Police say asharp instrument possibly a knife was used to mutilate the animal.

The body was discovered that night.

<"Drilling sound"> A specia exemption certificate was issued to allow them.

It was discovered they too had been sabotaged.

Exemptions from safety laws to use them was encouraged.

At this mine two years ago a man was buried and later died after a massive roof fall in

an extended cut section.

One of those mines in North Wales was singled out for praise by American

consultants Boyds.

Well he gives the example of a contemporary member of parliament, Mister Andrew

Marvel who apparently was erm, because members of parliament were not paid at this

time, he was sponsored by his constituents, so they subscribed to a <unclear> he was

so good they managed to subscribe to <unclear> and he thinks that thisis the ideal

solution, if someone is realy worthwhile, then their constituents would be happy to

pay their salary directly, rather than, than have salaried jobs.

Now Mill realizes that the objection to thisis the last problem coercion, that if

people’s votes are known, then some people might be able to put pressure on others to

vote one way rather than another and as | said why the secret ballot was brought inin

thefirst place.

<pause> Er here erm you can form your own views about whether Mill’s right or

wrong, | mean that the situation of a secret ballot was brought in to erm overcome as

one where the local industrist-- industrialist who employed haf the member of the

town was a so standing for parliament.

Well I | think er it’sit’s quite hard to to talk about it but er cer-- | th-- | think people

were grieved that the bonus system that had been going since the quarry was started

up again by <unclear> s father was gonna be scrapped with really no consultation

with the workers if you like, and | think everybody thought that you know we'd been

producing alot of slate and been paid well for it previously and he should leave well

alone.

No, no i-- ever-- every decision was taken at the lodge, the shop stewards didn't run

the strike <unclear> between them and just inform us after every decision was taken

by al fifty members at the start and forty members at the finish, and I’'m you know I’'m

proud to say that everyone was part of what went on.

No, no i-- ever-- every decision was taken at the lodge, the shop stewards didn't run

the strike <unclear> between them and just inform us after every decision was taken
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by al fifty members at the start and forty members at the finish, and I’'m you know I’'m

proud to say that everyone was part of what went on.

| mean everybody knew what was going on, they might have had their own

interpretations of what they’d been told, but that happens, and as | said you know,

every decision was voted on by the full lodge of the three quarries.

Y ou know, the decision whether we were gonna go back to work because of these

threatening letters was taken by the forty well fifty members of the lodge, so in effect

| was sacked by people who had since returned to work, but you know that’s how it

should be.

Y ou know, the decision whether we were gonna go back to work because of these

threatening letters was taken by the forty well fifty members of the lodge, so in effect

| was sacked by people who had since returned to work, but you know that’s how it

should be.

After the tourist season finished, and various cars were either written off or collgpsed

or whatever, you know whoever had a car was put forward as the picket you know er

the leader of that picket er shift, and then it was just a question of working round.

And that’s what upset us most about these people going back to work, the fact that a

meeting had been taken a few months before in which everybody had voted for usto

get the sack, and then al of a sudden they had been threatened and no vote was taken

on whether we should stay out or go back, and they just dribbled back to <unclear>,

that really knocked us | think.

Because er <laugh> because | was invited on to speak about current educational

issues

There were problems a few years ago when it first started with th-- the initial contract

which was was won by the the County’s own direct service organization and now it

seems we're having arepeat of of those problems.

| don't | don't believeit is erm at the mo-- well earlier this week areport was

published by the Nationa Commission on Education which was er an independent

erm Commission that was set up erm and they they've said that basicaly what we

need to be doing ist-- if we're trying to raise standards is to keep the idea of having an

all graduate profess-- profession followed up by high quality for train-- training for

teachers once they've actually started work.

| don't | don't believeit is erm at the mo-- well earlier this week areport was

published by the Nationa Commission on Education which was er an independent

erm Commission that was set up erm and they they've said that basicaly what we

need to be doing ist-- if we're trying to raise standards is to keep the idea of having an

all graduate profess-- profession followed up by high quality for train-- training for

teachers once they've actually started work.

Which which was saved <unclear> <unclear >

The cat was placed on a platform which went <unclear> <unclear >

I had someone come to see me the other week from the R SP C A because they said

this cat was held forty foot in the air

But this man here is obviously going to say he’s seen no cruelty, he h-- obviously

hasn't seen the circus madness video that w-- was released by | A W A and Animals

Defenders this year, where there is an absolutely horrendous scene of allamabeing

beaten around the head and chest.

Did you find at school that your dialect was hammered?

| was told a hundred and one pound fifty two would be to keep my two children, my

ex-wife, her husband and their child, by a Social Security expert.

Every time we went to court he would erm take out a new |oan, he took out aloan to
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take his wife to Bermuda, that was taken into account.

| never had any money erm that would help me to get off benefit, | was caught in the
benefit trap and now I've been able to get a part time job, my husba- ex-husband’s
paying a reasonable amount and my children are better off.

Basically | don't disagree with you, aye we have got the best army and | loved my |
loved my time in the Army but I'm totally against the way | was treated in the Army.
Erm anonymous, my son joined the paras five years ago and he was bullied, and
another anonymous person from Rugby, my two children were in the army and
though they weren't bullied they did see horrific things happening to other lads.

And someone who’s and ex- military policeman called to say, alot of bullying does
go undetected, but i-- if it was |eft to the Royal Military Police, bullying would
decrease.

<unclear> | think afigure was quoted earlier, | haven’ read the <unclear> of the with
migration estimate for North Y orkshire.

And that brings me to the point that was made er by Mr <name> and others on the
other side of the table, that the structure plan does have apolicy of a continued
reduction in migration.

Just avery brief statement sir to er <unclear> make it clear as was stated in my
evidence | support the comment made by Mr <name>, from Hambleton that the
criteriabased policy should include the criteriaas required by P P G three to indicate
the reguirements <unclear> support of the District Council.

However, that doesn't have an effect on our er ability to agree afigure of three three
for the city itself, in the structure plan, because the work we've done on the local plan
taking into account commitments and suitable allowances for small sites, does
indicate to us that a figure of three three is achievable, but would be extremely
difficult to exceed, the difference here between the four thousand and the three three
does, however, have an impact on our neighbours clearly, and as was mentioned
yesterday the City Council does own some some twenty nine hectares of land outside
its current boundary, er located in the Ryedale District Council area, that land, some
of that land has planning consent, the remainder is allocated in the draft Southern
Ryedale local plan and was excluded from the greenbelt, that land it is the City
Council’s intention to use to meet its er requirements for affordable housing, could
accommodate some seven hundred dwellings, | think it is very important for me to
emphasize that that is avery clear commitment of the City Council, and therefore that
land in Ryedal e would not er in the majority of its case be available for open market
use, we would be seeking to use it to meet er affordable housing requirements.
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aready got tied up

Last time | went in everyone got called!

Erm it's something we haven't got any kind of <pause> you know we haven't got

represented yet.

Did you notice much differencesin the work once you got promoted to a

chargehand?

So the Labour Party got united then at that time?

And be about five or six of us left then, and we were just getting ready to get off

when we got hit by the second big blast, which caused most of the burnsto all of us

then.

I saw him when we got picked up off the | mean it was half alifeboat we were | eft

sitting on.

When we got picked up and he was on it with me then.

But | think that was when | was in the sea holding on to the bit of foam, and more or

lessjust let myself float under the water, but me arm was round the top of the bit of

foam, on the surface, and | think it got burnt by the the heat off the platform then.

Erm but he got he got sidetracked by this guy, and they were talking and he he

mentioned a photograph, and he got in like you know.

Well when you're elected as a councillor, you've got provision for three years, that’s

right, | got re-elected after three years, after three months there they changed their

minds and decided to put er, alabour council in, so | mean.

It was blow-out <unclear>, on the driver's side, and erm, well we just lost it, the

wheel was snatched out of his hand when the tyre went and the next thing we just

slammed into the barrier and then got catapulted into a concrete wall,

So they got paid their own rate.

And er course we went about three weeks before that then we got invited over for tea

<unclear>.

last <unclear> | got moved back in last night.

even if you've not got paid.

And then they stopped it and it got spread about and then blah blah blah and then it

came well it spread al through Europe and

And she went back and back again till she got caught.

Oh she got caught?

And we got told now I didn’t know this.

We got told that that laser of oil can cut through concrete just like that.

No seat belt, he got stopped for it yesterday.

<pause> If she started being funny saying oh | got honours and you got commended

just say yeah let's see what you get at grade three tap then.

That, Tracey knows, why, who, who's got picked to help teaching.

<pause> Think it was with abit of Ellie’s assistance that it got made like that.

<laugh>

Asl, well | got given orders.

| got paid for August which was quite clever really <pause> <laugh> cos my date

would of been sort of half way through to book my holiday <unclear >

He got arrested and everything.

She’s the one who got done, that

it was on aFriday, it was her day off, she got called in at about three o’clock and

they told her then, it was two weeks ago now

thank you <pause> right, oh dear, oh, got crushed <pause> no | don't know whether
719
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Ann will go to <unclear >
By the way, I'vetold you | got charged er <pause> fifteen poundsdid I?
Said we leave it on the back cos we got roped <voice qudity: laughing> into
<unclear>, but there we go <end of voice quality>!
No, yeah, he's the captain of er <pause> see he got, he got demoted didn't he?
Ah he got, ah he got done for that did he?
Costhat’s what happened to Brian, you know when Brian had his Orion nicked?
<unclear> got stopped in
Thiswas at Bangor and then | got another number <pause> and then | got told that
they now have the direct <unclear> organisation
No, no, he's, he's, he’s ok, wobbling around on crutches, it was the er, the bloke who
got buried alive at <unclear> they wanted him to go to er former therapy, <unclear>
go, <unclear> slowly cracking up.
Y eah he got moved out. <unclear >
one of them said, you know, he said how, how the hell <pause> how the hell can
they say which directions the fire’'s coming from? <pause> but they, | mean some of
them were saying like this mate he run out, he was going across this patch of open
gpace and the soldier obviously saw a soldier and as he did that apparently he got
shot through there and out the other side of him.
and then he’s, he’s going out and they’re coming like that direction and he’s looked
round and he’s seen the soldier, <unclear> doing it, he's gone and thisis how | did it
and then he put his, like this and he stuck his <unclear> hands up and as his done
that he's got shot through the body from the side, what’s <unclear>
But yeah, | mean, there was so <pause> so many inconsistencies on, on the Irish
witness <unclear> side, you know, like what, what matey said | was, | was running
out and all of asudden | felt a pain from here <pause> on those <unclear> fuck it,
he's up there, got big forearms, and big sort of muscle that size, that's really wasted
this side even after twenty years, it must of about <unclear> and apparently one
matey got shot in the back running away, oh no five out of the thirteen got shot in
the back, which again doesn't fucking mean any thing, you know that’s <unclear>,
but | said if there's | R A supporters there and that, you telling me you seen where
your comrades have fucking get shot, you're not, you're not gonnatry and pick up his
weapon and stuff <pause> | mean like, it was just a perfect opportunity to, to get one
over on the British Forcesand I, | said | don't think yet the para’'s were entirely
blameless, but then again | don’t think they ever have been <voice quality: laughing>
in any of their fucking <unclear> <end of voice quality>
But yeah, | mean, there was so <pause> so many inconsistencies on, on the Irish
witness <unclear> side, you know, like what, what matey said | was, | was running
out and all of asudden | felt a pain from here <pause> on those <unclear> fuck it,
he's up there, got big forearms, and big sort of muscle that size, that's really wasted
this side even after twenty years, it must of about <unclear> and apparently one
matey got shot in the back running away, oh no five out of the thirteen got shot in
the back, which again doesn't fucking mean any thing, you know that’s <unclear>,
but | said if there’'s | R A supporters there and that, you telling me you seen where
your comrades have fucking get shot, you're not, you're not gonnatry and pick up his
weapon and stuff <pause> | mean like, it was just a perfect opportunity to, to get one
over on the British Forcesand I, | said | don't think yet the para’'s were entirely
blameless, but then again | don’t think they ever have been <voice quality: laughing>
in any of their fucking <unclear> <end of voice quality>
Thirteen, thirteen supposedly are innocent Irish <unclear> got killed by para’s by
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militaries included in the crowd, and all the other’s, the Irish say that basically there
were no | R A gunmen there which is according to there’s proof that they have, they
were, erm and like that, the para <unclear>.

have akip at lunch time, did some work, came home and got smashed <pause
dur=5> Went down about all <unclear>

But we shaved it from around there, <unclear> people <unclear> we were gonnago
on to shave hislegs and stuff aswell but we got caught.

Y eah, but <unclear> married couple there <unclear> did have a couple of people
there that got married while they werein the T A but they weren't allowed, they
never allowed to sort of buddy, buddy together <pause> | tell you why | got put with
that woman.

See my nick name inthe T A was Vicky, she probably felt save with somebody
named Vicky <pause> see people started called me van witty and then it got changed
to Wicky then somebody started called me Vicky <unclear> and it stuck, she
probably thought 1'd got a <unclear> <pause> Y ou know when | look back now |
fucking enjoyed <unclear>inthe T A

so we started called her lip, but that happened before | got there so, as | got there it
just like, as | joined got in with the regulars it started to peter out a bit, but | got
fooled with a couple of times | thought they were taking the piss, alright Lynn how
you doing, you know, still <unclear>.

| suppose you almost got kicked out, or <pause> did you?

He got sent off on Sunday didn't he? <pause dur=8>

Got beaten up didn't he?

he got called out in front of the school

Y eah, well it's like this fellow that got done for speeding.

Like <unclear> he got done <pause> <unclear>

No, he got done for speeding.

Got brought a pushbike wheel the other day.

got woken up last night.

Because say <pause> Gail and Keith go-- got woken up at three o’clock in the
morning

It'll be unfortunate for the couple that, whoever got woken up

Y ou got cancelled.
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