Name:.....................................................................................(If you tick the confidentiality box below, we will remove 








your name as soon as we have given you a code number.)
Tick box if you want your answers to be confidential:   (
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------







        

 Official use only






           ((((((((((







Column:       1     2     3      4     5      6     7      8     9    10
Period of Residence Abroad (PRA):  Questionnaire to Returning Students (1998)

Personal Details









     Code:    1        2        3        4        5        6
1.  Age   (tick appropriate box )




              ( ( ( ( ( (
Age:
  20      21      22      23     24-    35 
        34     and      

over










       Code:     1             2

2.  Sex









  
   (   (









       Sex:        M            F











       Code:      1             2

3.  Nationality









   (   (










                  British    Other

If you ticked ‘Other’, what is your nationality? .......................................................................................









Code:
    1               2               3            4
4.  Do you consider yourself: 





 (    (    (
(









Black
White
Asian
Other

5.  Your university degree 

Major (main) subject(s) (Tick all relevant boxes )

    Code:      1            2             3             4            5             6            7            8             9           10            11             12            13
(   (   (    (   (   (   (   (   (   (    (    (    (
              French  German  Spanish    Italian     Other     Human-  Social    Manage- Market-    Law        Natural      Engine-    Other




    Language    ities    Sciences   .ment         ing                     Sciences       ering


If you ticked ‘Other Language’ or ‘Other’, name the subject(s)  ..............................................................

Minor subject(s) (Tick all relevant boxes )

    Code:      1            2             3             4            5             6            7            8             9           10            11             12            13
(   (   (    (   (   (   (   (   (   (    (    (    (
               French  German  Spanish    Italian    Other    Human-  Social    Manage- Market-    Law        Natural      Engine-    Other




    Language    ities   Sciences    ment         ing                     Sciences       ering


If you ticked ‘Other Language’ or ‘Other’, name the subject(s)  ..............................................................









Code:        1                 2                 3             8
6.  Time spent previously on work experience in the country of your PRA           (     (    (    (






                

             1 Week     2 Weeks -   More than   N/A

              3 months    3 months






         Code:        1                2                   3               4                 8
7.  Earlier visits to the country of your PRA      

      (     (     (     (     (
         (Tick one or more boxes)       



    Holiday        School         Stay with      Other          N / A








    or Tour
      exchange       local










           family


If you ticked ‘Other’, please specify  ......................................................................................................








Code:
        1         2        3       4         5        6        7
  8.  Number of foreign languages you speak well enough to get by
      ( ( ( ( ( ( (








          1        2        3       4        5        6        7     







Code:
            1                 2                 3
   4               5
  9.  Country of PRA
             

                                   (     (         (     (        (
       (If you went to more than one place, tick 

       France       Germany       Spain
Italy
Other
       the country where you stayed the longest)









If you ticked ‘Other’, please specify .......................................................................................................






   
Code:     1
                          2
                       3
                    4
10.  How many months did you spend there? 
         (         (          (          (






    1 - 3 months      4 months -             7 months -                over 9









  6 months             to 9 months               months





Code:
            1                 2                 3
   4               5              8
 11.  Other country of PRA (if relevant)             
        (     (         (     (        (    (
       



 

       France       Germany       Spain
Italy
Other
 N/A

If  you ticked ‘Other’, please specify ......................................................................................................







    Code:       1
          2

      3
                  4
12.  Placement activity (in country where stayed longest)      (       (         (         (
  
          University            Teacher            Employee .             Other


              Student           ( Assistant )     (Non-teaching job)


If you ticked ‘Other’, what did you do? ..................................................................................................





   Code:        1
                2
           3
                       4                           8
13.  Placement  activity (country 2)  
 (         (         (         (         (
                         University             Teacher            Employee .
  Other

N/A

 


                                Student            ( Assistant )     (Non-teaching job)

   
If you ticked ‘Other’, what did you do? ..................................................................................................

14.  Type of company, university or school

       where you worked or studied the longest......................................................................................................

.

15.  Name of a)  city, town or village  .................................................................................................................


       b)  region ......................................................................................................................................

If you spent your time abroad in two countries, could you please relate the rest of your answers to the country where you spent the longer time.
Preparation for the Year Abroad










Code:     1                    2
16.  Did your university or college help prepare you for your time abroad?   

      (
(










     Yes   
 No








Code:
       1                           2
               3
17.
If, yes, what did this preparation cover?             
    
  (
        (         (
(Tick appropriate boxes )




Language
      Culture                  Admin








Code:
       1 
                   2
              3

18.  What did you expect to gain from your PRA?
 
     
  (         (         (
         (Tick appropriate boxes)



       

 Language       Knowledge about       Personal 








               Improvement         the Culture         Development
Accommodation










Code:
                1                  2
19.  Did you in stay in the same accommodation throughout?



            (
(










      Yes   
 No

(In the rest of this section, could you describe the accommodation where you stayed the longest.)






Code:
           1

      2
                  3
             4
20.  What sort of accommodation did you have?
       (         (         (         (





                 Room in hall
Share flat
           Live alone
            Other






                    or hostel
 or house              

       If other, please specify ................................................................................................................................






Code:
             1

  2
      3                   4
               8
21.  What language did the other residents speak?             (      (      (      (      (
        English        The local
English and     Other              N/A








         language
the local

 

language
Your Work











Code:       1                  2
22.  Did you have difficulty adapting to the university, school, or non-teaching job?    
           (
(










      Yes   
 No











Code:      1                  2
23.  Did you have any interpersonal problems in your placement?


           (
(










      Yes   
 No







Code:
   1
        2                 3                    4                  5

If yes, were these with:       


(
  (
   (      (
(






                Your
    Your           Fellow
           Fellow            Your





              

           Superiors
Colleagues  Teachers        Students        Pupils










Code:
                1                  2

24.  Did you have any gender-related problems?




           (
(










      Yes   
 No


If yes, please specify...........................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

The Foreign Environment









Code:
          1                   2                    3
25.  Did you find the people, on the whole, friendly and helpful?

      (      (      (









       Yes
             No            It varied









Code:
         1
               2
   3
26. To what extent did you manage to immerse yourself in the local environment?    (      (      (
      Totally         Partially       Not at all

27.  How often were you invited to local people’s homes? 
      

      (      (      (
 


 
 Frequently     Occasionally      Never
28.  How often did you go out for the evening with local friends? 

      (      (      (
 



 Frequently     Occasionally      Never
29.  How often did you go out with English speaking friends? 


      (      (      (
 



 Frequently     Occasionally      Never
30.  What else did you do which helped you immerse yourself in the local environment?

         Code:        1

  2
            3

       4

5
         6 

  7               8
   (        (        (         (        (        (        (    (
 Play sports         Join clubs         Produce music     Join a church   Attend  course(s)  Give English        Other         N/A







     
      e.g. evening class   lessons


If you ticked Other’, please specify .......................................................................................................











Code:      1                  2
31.  Did you ever reach the stage where you sometimes forgot you were foreign? 
           (
(










      Yes   
 No

32.  What were your worst difficulties in adapting to the local environment (if any)?.........................................

       ...................................................................................................................................................................











Code:       1                  2
33.  Did you experience periods of elation during your stay? 


                         (
(










      Yes   
 No


If yes, what do you think caused them?..............................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................











Code:        1                 2

34.  Were there times during your stay when you felt low? 



            (
(










      Yes   
 No


If yes, what do you think caused this?.................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................
The Foreign Language

35.  What were your feelings about speaking the foreign language:








Code:
      1

    2

 3

a)
 when you first arrived?  



   (          (          (
Confident           Fairly confident           Anxious








Code:
      1

    2

 3

b)
at the end of your PRA?



   (          (          (
Confident           Fairly confident           Anxious

36.  Over the year, do you think your: 






       Code:
   
   1
              2

          3
                   4


a)   speaking ability improved:

    
(
     (
   (  
(






         Enormously
            A lot    
     Slightly          Not at all?


b)   listening ability improved:

       
(
     ( 
   (      
(






         Enormously
            A lot    
     Slightly         Not at all?


c)   writing ability improved:

        
(
     (  
   (      
(






         Enormously 
            A lot    
     Slightly         Not at all?


d)   reading ability improved:

          
( 
     ( 
   (      
(






         Enormously
            A lot    
      Slightly        Not at all?


e)  grammatical accuracy improved:
          
(
     ( 
   (      
(






         Enormously
            A lot    
     Slightly         Not at all?


f)   knowledge of vocabulary improved:
         
(
     (
   (      
(






        Enormously
            A lot    
   Slightly            Not at all?








Code:
              1

          2
                   3

37.  How much reading did you do in the local language? 

     (
   (      
(
       
          A lot
      Some       Almost none








Code:
              1

          2
                   3

38.  How much writing did you do in the local language?     

         (
   (       
(
                            A lot
      Some       Almost none

39.  Roughly how much of the time during your PRA do you think you spoke the foreign language?    

       (Don’t count the hours when you were teaching English.)



Code:
  1
               2
          3
         
     4 

5
            6

(         (         (         (         (         (
       Less than 50%
       50% - 59% 
   60% - 69%           70%  - 79%         80% - 89%      90% and above

40.  Could you give an example of a misunderstanding that occurred between British and local people?  Can you explain what went wrong?  We are particularly interested in occasions where the underlying meaning of what was said was misunderstood not because of vocabulary, grammar or pronunciation problems, but because of differences in perceptions of politeness, directness etc.

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

41.  Other comments about your use of the foreign language during your PRA................................................

       ....................................................................................................................................................................

       ....................................................................................................................................................................

Your Perceptions of Your PRA 









Code:
                1                  2
42.  Did you have a boy/girlfriend or partner at home? 



            (
(










      Yes   
 No










Code:
                1                  2


If yes, did this have an adverse effect on your Period of Residence Abroad?     
            (
(










      Yes   
 No







Code:
   1
        2
             3
                 4
  5

43.  How much did you enjoy your PRA?       

(      (      (      (
(
                  Very much indeed        A lot
         Quite        Not much    Not at all










Code:
                1                  2
44. Have your views about the country/people now changed? 



            (
(









      Yes   
 No

      
If yes, how have they changed? ..........................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................









Code:
                1                  2
45.  Have your views about your own country/people changed? 


            (
(









      Yes   
 No


If yes, how have they changed?...........................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................

46.  As far as the language and culture of the country you went to were concerned, 

       what was the best aspect of your PRA?

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

47.  As far as the language and culture of the country you went to were concerned, 

       what was the worst aspect of your PRA?

............................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Other Comments on Your Period of Residence Abroad
...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Thank you for taking the time to fill this in
6
6

