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Professor Linda Woodhead

Curriculum Vitae (2011)
Academic Qualifications

MA Theology and Religious Studies, University of Cambridge, 1986

BA (hons) Theology and Religious Studies, University of Cambridge, 1985. Double First. 

Academic Appointments 

Chair, Panel33 (Theology & Religious Studies), REF 2014

Director, AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Programme, Jan 2007-July 2012, £12 million 

national research programme. 
Professor of Sociology of Religion, Dept of Religious Studies, Lancaster University, 2006-

Head of Department, Dept of Religious Studies, Lancaster University, 2004-2007
Senior Lecturer in Christian Studies, Lancaster University, 2000-2006
Lecturer in Christian Studies, Lancaster University, 1992-2000

Lecturer in Doctrine and Ethics, Ripon College Cuddesdon, Oxford, 1988-1992 

Honours, Awards, Fellowships 

Wilde Lecturer, University of Oxford, 2011

Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa, University of Uppsala, 2010

ESRC-SSRC Visiting Fellow, University of Ottawa, 2009

Research Fellow, Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ, 2003

Junior Research Fellowship, St Edmunds Hall, Cambridge (declined), 1988

Mildmay Scholar, Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 1983-85

Visiting Appointments 

Wilde Lecturer, University of Oxford, 2011
Visiting Professor, Faculty of Theology, University of Aarhus, Denmark, 2008-2011

Visiting Professor, University of Lucerne, Switzerland, 2010
Alexander Robertson Lecturer, School of Divinity, Glasgow University, 2005

Visiting Lecturer, Agder University College, Kristiansand, Norway, 2004, 2010
Visiting Lecturer, University of Otago, New Zealand, 1996

Research Commissioning 
Commissioning Panel, European Research Council, Advanced Grant Evaluation Panel SH2 – 


Institutions, Values, Beliefs and Behaviour, 2010-
Commissioning Panel, AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Programme, 2007-10

Commissioning Panel and Advisory Board, ESRC/AHRC/FCO ‘Radicalization and Violence’ 


Programme, 2008-10 

Commissioning Panel and Advisory Board, ESRC/AHRC ‘Global Uncertainties’ Fellowships, 

2008-
Research Reviewer and Rapporteur

2009
Reviewer, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation)
2009
Reviewer, NWO (Dutch Council for the Humanities)

2007 
Project referee, Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences

2006-
End of Project Rapporteur, ESRC

Research Advisory Boards 

Research Unit for the Study of Society, Law and Religion, University of Adelaide

RELIGARE: Religious Diversity and Secular Models in Europe, EU FP7 nine country project, 


2010-
Post-secular Culture and a Changing Religious Landscape in Finland, 2010- 

PluRel: Religion in Pluralist Societies, University of Oslo, 2010-
Religion, Values and Society: Scandinavian Research School, based at MF Norwegian 

School of Theology, 2009, 2011
European Science Foundation. Forward Look on Religion and Belief Systems, 2008
Consultancies 

Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2009, 2010
HEFCE, Islamic Studies Advisory Group, 2009-10 

Government  Office for Science, Horizon Scanning Centre, ‘Values and Beliefs’, 2008

MOD, DCDC ‘Strategic Trends’  Unit, Shrivenham Defence Academy, 2008

Atlantic Consultation on Religion in Public Life, St George’s Windsor, 2008
Briefings with Paul Wiles, Chief Scientist, Home Office, 2007-9
Recent Research Awards

EU  ‘The Veil Project’: Values, Equality and Differences in Liberal Democracies. Debates about 

Female Headscarves in Europe (FP 6), Lead UK Researcher, €1,204,440, 2005-2008  

Leverhulme Trust ‘The Kendal Project: Patterns of the Sacred in Contemporary Society’, Co-I, 

£97,000, 2000 - 2002.  

British Academy, Small Grant to support research on religion in Asheville, N.C., USA. £3,337, 
2006

Books 

A Sociology of Religious Emotions. With Ole Ris. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 


Pp.vi+270. 

Religions in the Modern World. Lead editor, with Koko Kawanami, Chris Partridge. 2nd fully 

revised edition. London: Routledge, 2009. Pp.549

God and Human Dignity (co-edited with Kendall Soulen). Grand Rapids, Michigan, 


Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2006. Pp. 342.

The Spiritual Revolution. Why Religion is Giving Way to Spirituality. With Paul Heelas. Oxford, 

UK and Malden, USA: Blackwell, 2005. Pp. xii+204.  

An Introduction to Christianity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. Pp. viii+439.  

Christianity: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004. Pp.174. 


Plus various translations and an illustrated US edition. 

Congregational Studies in the UK (co-edited with Mathew Guest and Karin Tusting). Aldershot: 

Ashgate, 2004. Pp. xvii+223. 

Predicting Religion: Christian, Secular and Alternative Futures (co-edited with Grace Davie 

and Paul Heelas). Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003. Pp. xii+253. 

Peter Berger and the Study of Religion (ed.) London: Routledge, 2002. Pp.viii+216. 

Religions in the Modern World. Traditions and Transformations (ed.) London: Routledge, 2002. 

Pp. xvii+393. 

Reinventing Christianity: Nineteenth Century Contexts (ed.) Aldershot: Ashgate, 2001. Pp. 

xi+294. 
Religion in Modern Times (co-edited with Paul Heelas). Oxford, UK and Malden, USA: Blackwell, 

2000. Pp. xxi+508. 

Diana. The Making of a Media Icon (co-edited with Jeffrey Richards and Scott Wilson) London: 

I.B.Tauris, 1999. Pp. vii+182. 

Articles in International Peer-reviewed Journals 
Five Concepts of Religion. International Review of Sociology 21(1), 2011
Old, New and Emerging Paradigms in the Sociological Study of Religion. Nordic Journal of 

Religion and Society, 22(2), 2009, pp.103-121.

The Muslim Veil Controversy and European Values. Swedish Missiological Themes, 97 (1), 

2009, pp. 89-105. 

Magt og religion i religionsvidenskaben (Power in the Study of Religion ), 

Religionsvidenskabeligt Tidsskrift, 53, 2009, pp. 5-23.

Holistic Spirituality, Gender, and Expressive Selfhood (co-authored with Eeva Sointu). 

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 47 (2)  June 2008, pp. 259-276. 
Gendering Secularisation Theory. Social Compass 55 (2), June 2008, pp. 189-195. 

Secular Privilege, Religious Disadvantage. British Journal of Sociology 59 (1), 2008, pp. 53-58. 

On the Incompatibility between Christianity and Holistic Spirituality. Nordic Journal of Religion and 

Society  1(19), 2005, pp. 47-59.   
Gendering Secularisation Theory. Kvinder, Køn og Forskning (Women, Gender and Research, 

Denmark),   (1), 2005, pp. 24-35. 

Theology and the Fragmentation of the Self.  International Journal of Systematic Theology. I (1), 

1999, pp. 53-72. 


Spiritualizing the Sacred: A Critique of Feminist Theology. Modern Theology, 13 (2), April 1997, 

pp. 191-212. 
Against and For the Family:  A Response to Peter Harvey. Studies in Christian Ethics, 9 (1),  

1996, pp. 40-46.

Faith, Feminism and the Family. Concilium: The Family, 4, 1995, pp.43-52.

Dutch translation: Vrouwen en Het Gezin. Concilium: De Familie, 4, 1995, pp.56-66.


French translation: La Foi, Le Féminisme et la Famille. Concilium: La Famille, 260, 


1995,  pp.63-73.

Veritatis Splendor: Some Editorial Reflections. Studies in Christian Ethics, 7 (2), 1994, pp.1-7.

Post-Christian Spiritualities. Religion,  23 (1), 1993, pp.167-181.

Love and Justice. Studies in Christian Ethics, 5 (I), 1992, pp. 44-61.

Chapters in Collective Volumes 
Some recent examples:  

Neither Religious nor Secular: The British Situation and its Implications for Religion-


State Relations. In Anders Berg-Sørensen (ed.), Contesting Secularism. 


Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: forthcoming 2010.
Real Religion, Fuzzy Spirituality. In Dick Houtman and Stef Aupers, Religions of Modernity: 


Relocating the Sacred to the Self and the Digital. Leiden: Brill, 2010, pp. 30-48.
New Forms of Public Religion: Spirituality in Global Civil Society. In Wim Hofstee and Arie van 

der Kooij (eds), Religion, Public or Private? Leiden: Brill 2010, . 

Implicit Understandings of Religion in Sociological Study and in the Work of Hugh McLeod. In 

Callum Brown and Michael Snape, eds, Secularisation in the ChristianWorld. A 

Festchrift for Hugh McLeod. Aldershot: Ashgate 2010, pp.27-40.

‘Because I’m Worth it’: Religion and Women’s Changing Lives in the West. In Kristin Aune, 

Sonya Sharma and Giselle Vincett (eds), Women and Secularisation. Aldershot: 

Ashgate, 2009, pp. 145-167.

From Christendom to Christianity: Beyond Secularisation Theory. In Martin Reppenhagen and 


Michael Herbst (eds), Kirche in der Postmoderne, Neukirchen-Vluyn, 2009, pp. 98-


130.

Gender Differences in Religious Practice and Significance. In James Beckford and 


N.J.Demerath III (eds), The Sage Handbook of the Sociology of Religion. Los 


Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore: Sage.  2007, pp. 550-570.  

Apophatic Anthropology. In Kendall Soulen and Linda Woodhead (eds), God and Human 

Dignity. Grand Rapids, Michigan, Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2006, pp. 

245-246.

Sociological Approaches to Studying the Global and Local Context of Congregations. In 


Helen Cameron, Philip Richter, Douglas Davies, and Frances Ward (eds), Studying 


Local Churches: A Handbook.  London: SCM, 2005, pp.54-65. 
Sex and Secularisation. In Gerard Loughlin (ed.), Queer Theology: Rethinking the Western 

Body. Oxford, UK; Malden USA: Blackwell. 2007, pp.230-244. 

Why do Religious and Spiritual Movements Grow? In Harriet Swain (ed.), Big Questions in 

History. London: Jonathan Cape/The Times Higher Education Supplement, 2005, pp. 

167-174. 

Theology: The Trouble It's In. In Gavin Hyman (ed.),  New Directions in Philosophical 

Theology: Essays in Honour of Don Cupitt. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004, pp. 173-86.

Editorial 

Editor with David Martin for all entries on religion in International Encyclopaedia of the Social 
and Behavioral Sciences (Elsevier, 2002); 
Book series: ‘Religion in Modern Times’, Blackwell, 1995-2005. 

Editor, Studies in Christian Ethics, (T&T Clark), 1992-1998; Reviews Editor, Modern Believing, MCU Press, 1993-1998; 
Editorial Boards: Annual Review of the Sociology of Religion (Brill), Fieldwork in Religion (Equinox), International Journal of Systematic Theology  (Blackwell), Religion and Gender  (online), Religion and Society: Advances in Research (Berghahn), Studies in Christian Ethics (Sage), Cultural Values (Sage).  
Managerial 
University and Faculty Committees: Annual Reseach Review, Panel of Research Bid Assessors,  

Chair of Working Party on Women’s Studies, University Nominations Committee, University Honrary Doctorates Committee, Chair of Lancaster University Chaplaincy Centre, Faculty Management Advisory Group, Faculty Human Resources Committee, Faculty Policy and Resources Committee, Head of Department of the Department of Religious Studies (2004- 2007).

Professional Bodies

President, British Sociological Assocation’s Study Group for Sociology of Religion, 2006-2009;  Member of the Steering Committee of the Society for the Study of Christian Ethics, 1991-94; member of the  British Sociological Association; the American Academy of Religion; the Society for the Study of Theology; the Associaton for the Sociology of Religion; . 
Organisation of International Conferences 
I have organised 8 conferences and workshops for the Religion and Society Programme to date, plus 9 international conferences and workshops prior to that. Several resulted in edited volumes. 

Invited Presentations 
Im the last few years I have accepted invitations to lecture at universities including Leuven, Tilburg,  National University of Singapore, Leiden, Copenhagen, Wuhan (China), Lund, Uppsala, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Åbo Akademi University Finland, Trinity College Dublin, University of California Santa Barbara, Victoria University New Zealand, Dunedin University. 
In the last five years I have given a number of conference plenaries, including at ISA World Congress of Sociology; Gothenburg; British Sociological Association; Nordic Conference in Sociology of Religion; Society for the Study of Theology; Deutsche Vereinigung für Religionsgeschichte; International Society for the Sociology of Religion.
External examination

MSt Study of Religion, University of Oxford, 2005-9; MPhil, Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge, 2005-2007; MA in Theology, University of Exeter, 2002-2004; BA and MA in Theology and Religious Studies, University of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. B.A. and M.A. degree schemes, 1997-2000; MA in Theology, Liverpool Hope University, 1997-2000. 
Teaching 

· I teach undergraduate and postgraduate courses in religion, sociology of religion, theory and methods. 

· I was a recipient of the University’s Pilkington Teaching Prize in 1998 in recognition of outstanding undergraduate teaching and course design. 

· I have published 7 articles in books and journals for teachers, and regularly give talks for reachers of RE and Sociology. 
· I have supervised 9 PhDs and 2 MPhils to successful completion (no referrals), and several have gone into academic and research posts. 
· I have examined PhDs for the universities of Exeter, Nottingham Trent, KCL, Birmingham, Aarhus, and Wellington, NZ. 
Knowledge-Exchange 

· I regularly speak with and to faith groups and secular groups (e.g. clergy, chaplains, Muslim Council of Britain, British Humanist Society). I have been a member of the Church of England’s Doctrine Commission.
· I take part in selected radio and tv broadcasts e.g. Radio 4 ‘Thinking Allowed’ with Laurie Taylor 2010; BBC2 Newsnight discussion 2010; Radio 4 ‘Sunday Programme’ interview with Roger Bolton 2007, BBC2 Newsnight featured item on Kenda Project 2005 
· I occasionally publish in wide-circulation journals e.g. ESRC Britain in 2010, Britain in 2008, AHRC Podium, The Tablet. The Church Times, The Times Higher Education Supplement, The Guardian. 
Current Research Activities 

Directing the AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society Programme until December 2012

Editing a 200,000 word collective volume Religion and Change in Modern Britain (Routledge 2012) which includes findings from the Religion and Society Programme, and writing a 60,000 word book on How Religion Has Changed: Britain since the 1980s (Routledge 2012).
Editing a 100,000 word collective volume Innovative Methods in the Study of Religion. Under consideration by Oxford University Press. 
Writing a scholarly monograph Religon in Public: Re-alignments in State, Society and Market, which will be based on the Wilde Lectures given in Oxford in 2011. 
