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T1
Right, we are… with our assistant, James Keenan, in… La Lycée <name 2>… and, err, we have… erm, set up this time-table, as follows… James is supposed to give 9 hours of his time to our students. He will be working on Monday, m-from 4 o’clock ‘til 7 – err, sorry, ‘til 6 <chuckles>. Err, then Tuesday will be anoth-another period, as, err… training teacher, for one of our teachers, who’s, errm… in charge of history lessons in the English language. Then Thursday he’s got 3 periods to do. And Friday, another 3 periods. On top of that, James is supposed to, and required, to go to a… secondary school in town called <name 1> is it? 
S1
Yeah, that’s right, yep, yep. 

T1
[Simul: Yeah?] <name 1>, where he’s, err… to work 4 hours, if I remember right <?>. 
S1
[Simul: Yep - Yep. It’s] either 3 or 4 hours, depending… on the week. 

T1
[Simul: Yep, in] what they call the European class...

S1
Yep, the Section Européene, yep. 

T1
Section Européene. So we are very pleased to have an assistant this year, and, erm, very pleased also to have a young man, because this is becoming rare at the moment. We… well, considering that in our teaching profession we have more and more ladies now, and erm, this is - there’s an imbalance there. Erm… We have with James, tried to see how… to run a class. He has the idea of what has to be done to make the students, er, participate. But of course it goes to establish the level of requirement probably? Not having taught in France before.  
S1
[Simul: <laughs> - Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Of course, yeah.] It’s quite-it’s quite hard to come into it, when you haven’t, sort of, had a lot of training in advanced but… I think especially having the, err, période d’observation, sitting in on some classes… at the beginning. Erm, it’s definitely, sort of, been beneficial, I’ve definitely… It’s been good to be able to observe the class, and gauge their level before, actually… erm, taking on, sort of, you know, half of the class myself. 
T1
[Simul: Mmm – Mm-hmm – Mmm] Mm-hmm. Had you had a course before, preparatory to this? 

S1
Erm… No… Not really, at all, to be honest. Erm, we had… sort of what was… called a ‘preparatory’… lesson, back at Warwick University. Erm, and were given a booklet and guidelines on how… sort of, to interact, erm, and how to, sort of, try and control a class. But as-as m-much as any, sort of, formal training, it’s – it is non existent, and that’s, I think, something which… is… I don’t think is a good thing, I think. I think there should be more preparation before coming for the year abroad. Purely because… if you don’t have it, and if you’re not quite a strong character, I think you can find it, sort of, find it quite overwhelming, especially if you’re in a secondary school… with, maybe, 16, 17 pupils of… similar to your age range. Erm, and if, perhaps, you don’t have a comfortable level of French… then I think it-it can be quite a daunting – a daunting experience really. 
T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Right, yeah.] Having, myself, been an assistant in the past in 1960… 6, the year of the world cup.

S1
[Simul: Yeah.] Exactly. 

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm.] I know how difficult it can be, to be an assistant. It’s -

S1
[Simul: Mmm - Whereabouts] were you an assistant?
T1
I was in London, in a… errm… more or less public school… called ‘Latima’… in those days. It is still called ‘Latima’ but I think it’s gone comprehensive. And, I know it’s – we expect a lot from the assistant, because he is a reference for the kids. But at the same time, as an assistant, we have no guidelines… how to – how to trigger the conversation with kids who are not always prepared to participate. But, something I must say, you… have shown yourself… open minded… very active… and err, it is… of a very good omen for the rest of the year, ‘cause… you-you are… err, ready to help kids along, and, err, they-they <?>, they’ve, you know, it’s great… 
S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Yeah – Mmm – Mm-hmm – Mmm – thank you – Mmm – Yeah, it’s ‘cause I enjoy it, yeah.] I definitely – I-I-I def-I do like taking the classes, so I think that’s a – it’s gotta be a positive thing if you actually enjoy coming to take the classes themselves. If I was to have any problems in my classes, where would, sort of, I go? I mean… s-for example, if it was a problem with one of your pupils in a class I w-I assume I would probably come to you… as a point of reference. 
T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mmm – Mm-hmm – Yeah – Umm, if there] were any problem you would address the teacher who is in charge of that class. 

S1
Yeah. 

T1
And, er, our job… whereas – whereas it is me – whether it is me, or a friend, a colleague, is to… show – to tell you which way we deal with problems in our system, that’s from one system to another, there are probably different scales of, erm, decisions. Erm, we would, erm, be responsible for the child, and, erm, bring him back onto the tracks. That’s for sure. We’re here to help him. 

S1
[Simul: Of course, yeah – Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Excellent]. And, for example… erm, for my first few lessons, errm, with some of my classes I assume that I’ll have work the teachers might have already prepared for me, and some I’ll have, sort of, more of a blank piece of paper, a blank sheet, of which to – of which to work on my own classes, or? 
T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Mmm.] Erm… If I understood you right, you mean some teachers give you the type of work to do, and, er, in other classes you’re given an open field – you’re let free to do what you like. Erm… It is something to be decided between you and the teacher. If you feel you have something to do, which you – you consider as, err, quite positive, then give priority to what you have decided. 
S1
[Simul: Yes – Yeah – Yes – Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Of course, yeah.] Mm-hmm. 
T1
If you find that what is suggested by the teacher is a good help for you <chair bangs in the background> then use it. It is up to you to see… where you position yourself and where you feel at ease… to connect with the kids. 

S1
[Simul: Of course – Mmm – Yeah.] Yeah.

T1
There must never be, erm, the void. Because, that would be dreadful for them. 

S1
[Simul: Of course]. Mmm. Yeah. So, here at, erm… here at <name 2> I’ll be doing – I’ll be doing my 9 hours – 9 hours a week. 

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm.] Yep. 

S1
That’s excellent. Yeah, I’ll - 

T1
[Simul: OK]. And, errm… if ever there was a material problem, within our possibilities to answering it… erm, you are, of course, erm… erm, you must be at-at ease to come and ask us.

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm.] Mmm, of course, yeah. 

T1
There are problems of accommodation, I understand. Whether you have sorted it or not, I don’t know. 

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – Yeah]. Yeah, I’ve-I’ve-I’ve actually, err – it took a-it took a little while to find, but I’ve found somewhere… now. I went through – there was a local, erm… like, office… I think it’s called the <?> logement de jeunesse, actually in Rodez, and they’re, like, they were fine with erm, finding it, sort of… It’s much better than going through, erm, an estate agent ‘cause you don’t pay the… frais d’agence. Erm… So yeah, I’ve found everything, I’ve settled now, and… I’m really happy. 

T1
[Simul: Mmm – Mm-hmm – Mm-hmm – Mmm – Mmm.] It is important to realise that the success of… the year for the assistant, is, for one thing, that he should feel happy and comfortable somewhere. If you’re not settled somewhere, how can you work properly? And also, in… referring to being settled, I mean also being in a good relation to our team, and, er, this is, erm, there should be no problem at all. 
S1
[Simul: Mmm – Yeah – Exactly – Mmm – Mmm.] Which I haven’t – which is great, ‘cause I haven’t, I mean, I found, I mean – both… on both sides, I mean, I found that I’ve settled really well. It’s, it’s, I mean, it’s… I think it’s quite fortunate for me that I’ve come to an area… where there are other assistants as well. And although I know you shouldn’t rely on them, because… you fall into the trap of maybe speaking English. I mean, what’s good is, especially in Rodez, there’s, erm, there’s two Spanish assistants that, err-errm, don’t speak English, so communication has to be in French. And, erm, I’ve also got to know - ‘cause I stayed at College Fabre… for my- for a week… just while I was, erm, in the, sort of, motion of finding accomodation, and there’s a couple of, sort of, young and, sort of, English teachers which are doing their their stage? They're stagières. And erm… So I’m tr-
T1
[Simul: Yeah – Mmm – Mmm – Mm-hmm – Around, hmm – Yep.]  Trainees.
S1
[Simul: Yeah.] So communication, in – with them, is in, er, French as well. And with regards to, sort of, you know, colleagues it’s – at school who… just, always welcoming. And what’s good is I’ve always, sort of, got the guidance and the guidelines, if I need it. I know where to go if I – if I’ve got a problem with it and I, you know, I know what’s expected of me, so…
T1
[Simul: Mmm – OK – Mmm.] Yeah, of course, y-y-you must know that you – there is someone you can, err, fall back on, if you need something like that. And, er, the administration, everyone is here to help, err, make your year profitable… for you, and for the kids, in class. But I must say you’ve shown so… much readiness, that, er, I have no doubt you’re on a… on a positive perspective –  er a positive perspective, and… Normally, I can’t see why there should be any, er, difficulties to <chair bangs> <?> the kids. 

S1
[Simul: Mmm – Oh, of course, yeah, yeah – Mm-hmm – Yeah, of course – Mmm – Yeah – Nah, nor can I.] I’m looking forward. That’s great. Well thanks very much for your time.    

T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm]. Well, thank you very much for your readiness and your kindness, of course that’s what <?>.

S1
[Simul: That’s great - Yeah.] That’s great. Thank you.  
