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S1
12th of November 2004 in Mrs. Goodwin’s classroom in <place name>.  
T1
OK Kirstie, erm, I just want to really see how things have been going for you since you arrived in France and erm maybe we could talk about how you felt about erm arriving in, in our school and in the other school, and er if you felt that  you’d had enough attention at the beginning from er from teachers and also from the administration?
S1
OK so before I arrive in France I was emailed by both responsables so yourself and Mme Taulle, who is my respon- responsable at the other school and I felt that that was nice because I- I wasn’t as scared coming to the schools so I knew that people were wating for me and they knew I was coming etc. and erm, first of all I came here to <place name> and you welcomed me and I felt very welcome straightaway – you were very friendly, and, and we went… and  everything was organised all the paperwork was ready for us to sign like the arrète de nomi- nomination and I thought that was a really nice touch and you took me on a tour of the school and because it was the end of the day I thought that was good, because there wasn’t y’know, pupils running around and that was good.  In comparison to the other school, when I arrived erm, I was told to go and watit outside the principal’s office and I sat there for a good 2 hours waiting for him because he was very busy and I felt like a naughty school, schoolchild waiting outside his office, so that wasn’t… my first impressions weren’t that great at the other school.  And then, the, my response, my responsable there… erm I have a feeling that she doesn’t really care but you know, er well not about me but the fact that she doesn’t tell me all the information I need like how to find the keys and what – which room I’m in  and it’d be another person who’d tell me when I’m walking round asking people what room I’m teaching in and erm, having my timetable sorted out that took quite a while, that took about 3 weeks and I had to go to the English teachers myself and find out if they wanted me to take any classes.
T1 
[Simul: yeah – yeah – mm-hmm – mm-hmm – mmm] Oh right. So they didn’t prepare anything for you
S1 
[Simul: no they] hadn't really prepared at all

T1 
[Simul: mmm] Right OK, now what about your, your training session that you had erm after 1 week, was it after 1 week yeah?

S1
Yeah, that was good. It was just of the assistants in the collèges and there was about 25 or so of us and they gave us a lost of information – photocopiable work that you could use in your classes, we did a bit on discipline and things like that that was quite useful. Quite a long day, too long maybe but <?>
T1
[Simul: Yes] OK you got to meet people

S1
Yeah, I got to meet other assistants and hear their stories, yes
T1 
Good.  OK, erm and what about your observation week because you didn’t actually start… you werent thrown in at the deep end, you had a week just to observe. What did you think of that?

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – no – yes] so in both in both schools I had 1 week where I was just sitting in on classes sometimes you know they’d a- ask me to present myself y’know show the children who I am and what I’d be doing for the next year, and that was, that was good, the classes seemed very well behaved and in general I was… that reassured me somewhat that it would be OK. 

T1
[Simul: mmm – mmm] Good.  And er when you werer actually exposed to your first er first classes, how did you feel? Was it very nervewracking or?

S1
It wasn’t as nervewracking as I thought it might be having my first class but because I’m having quite small groups – maximum of about 15, it’s not as bad as having a whold class like the other teachers might have, so it’s OK it wasn’t too bad.

T1
[Simul: mmm] And have theey been quite well behaved and… respectful?

S1
[Simul: Yeah so far they have been well behaved] erm some are quite chatty in the other school they like to chat quite a lot so it’s quite hard to y’know ask them to, not talk as much, and…
T1 
[Simul: Yeah] And have the teachers erm, who are giving you the pupils provided any solution for that chatting problem?
S1
Well I have a- a regis- a register so I can mark by their names if they were overly chatty or misbehaving and then I can put it in her pigeonhole

T1
[Simul: Right] And they know that. Do the kids know that

S1 
[Simul: <mumbling>] yeah. No I- I’m not sure the kids know actually

T1
[Simul: Oh] Well I think it’s good for them, certainly I told the teachers and I told my, my pupils here er that that would be this- the position, y’know, if, if they were too chatty if they were badly behaved that you could report it to me and there would be a punishment so I think it’s good for the teachers in Neuilly sur Marne to do that too. Well, it’s difficult to ask them to but say that it was done here and maybe you can suggest that they do it with the pupils. Although it may be a bit late now
S1
[Simul: mmm – mm-hmm – punishment – mmm, OK – mm-hmm]well its never too late

T1
[Simul: You’ve got into the habit] but if the pupils continue chatting then you should put that into place soon maybe, ‘cause er you can’t let them go on, they could be worse, it could get worse and worse

S1
[Simul: mm] Hope not! <both laugh>
T1 
That’s the problem. Er, OK well that was your first classes, erm any other problems apart form getting keys for rooms, and?

S1
Erm, keys for rooms and which room I was in, apart from that what other problems? Erm, photocopier, they hadn't shown me, like you’d shown me, the photocopier… they hadn't shown me and erm I had to go and ask and she didn’t seem very

T1
[Simul: Yes] Cooperative?

S1 
Yeah. So sh- she stormed up to the photocopier and showed me how to use it, and said use my code but y’know don’t use too many ‘cause I don’t have that many

T1
[Simul: Yeah] We’re all restricted <?>
S1
Yeah

T1 
OK and erm, as far as communication is concerned are you, have you found so far that I mean you mentionned at the other collège that you had some erm, problems of communication at the beginning. But with teachers here, for example, do you feel you're getting enough erm, er, information about the class if necessary and what, what you're expected to do?

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Yeah, I think everything was perfect here, it was the complete opposite in both schools. It’s good I had my register, I knew what I was doing when, what classroom, I could alwa- always feel happy to come and ask if I needed to know anything. It was good
T1
[Simul: mmm - right – mmm - <?>] Right that’s good. And what do you think about the level of the language of the pupils here compared to what – in your experience of Great Britain, do you think they're…?

S1
[Simul: It- ] It’s bery varied I mean, obviously there’s some very good pupils and some that really don’t understand what they're doing and some that don’t really want to be at school, and you know they're going through that phase.  But in general it’s as I thought it would be. So…

T1
[Simul: Yeah – yeah ] yeah… erm, ah, let me just add something that I’ve felt so far about er, your experience here. I think it’s erm been very positive so far and certainly all the teachers that I’ve, that you’ve been working with, er… have been very pleased with what you’ve been doing with the pupils.  And actually quite, so  for example Mme Culvert, she was quite erm concerned the other day about a class that you’re working with, for her she’s having discipline problems with them and she wondered whether she should give you certain pupils or not.
S1
[Simul: Mmm-hmm – mm-hmm] Yeah she didn’t give me 1 boy last week

T1
Right, so and I suggested if if the boy had been, er if the pupils had been posing too many problems with her that this should be a punishment for them, not to go with the assistant. It could be quite motivating

S1
[Simul: Mm-hmm – mmm – that’s a good idea, ‘cause they’ve been quite well] behaved so far.

T1
Yeah. Er, so… so everybody’s been very positive and Mister Foucault the, the principal has been bery very positive about you, and er, I like the way you brought er documents along and y’know personal things, your photos and so on, so thank you, thank you for everything so far

S1
<laughs> You're more than welcome.
T1 
Let’s just er hope it keeps on this way, and er… OK
S1
[Simul: Thank you]OK then, thank you very much
