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T1
<?> December the 10th.  We are at lycée <name>, er, <name 1>, er, in the language laboratory. I’m Madame Hullet, the teacher in charge of the assistants in the school, er, I usually teach classes deux seconde, première and terminale, plus students, er, in BTS.

S1
OK and this is Kirsty Weecher the, erm, English assistant at, erm, lycée <name 1>.  <long pause>

T1
Well, Kirsty, can I ask you how you are going on with the students, how you’re progressing, what you think about their attitude, if you have any difficulties, erm, if everything is going on alright as you would like.

S1
[Simul: OK] Everything is going on fine with the students, I really enjoy having them, erm, it’s taken a bit of time to get used to the way that they, erm, th- the way that they want to be taught and the way that I want to teach them.  Erm, erm, especially with the lang- th- lang- a little bit of a language barrier, erm, it’s a li- sometimes difficult with the French but I think I’ve managed to conquer that.  Erm, I look up all the words, every single word that I don’t know if we’re doing an article, before the lesson, and I teach them and they seem to really enjoy that, and after each lesson they have a long list of vocabulary which I feel is a g- an excellent achievement for each lesson, erm, and I love being a teacher and, erm, the classes that I organise on my own, erm, have been going very well and I feel that I’ve developed a really good relationship with th- es- especially some classes mm- mm- mm in particular, erm, and the rest, erm, are… are very- very interesting and I- very li- I like teaching them too!  <nervous laugh>
T1
Mm-hmm, and which classes do you prefer?

S1
Erm, well, the t- the classes- I don’t- I like all of the classes that I teach, erm, it’s taken me a bit of time to get used to marking the students and to, erm, but I- I think that <short pause> now be- because, er, when you have- when you mark the students and they just come in every five- every five minutes it’s quite difficult to establish a good relationship with them and you get to think that they’re bored, or they don’t know you and it’s just a bit of a waste of time, but if- now they’ve come in- they keep coming in again and again and I have a trombinoscope and I know their names, and I- I, er, I think that they know me and we in- at the beginning of each lesson we have a t- a little chat for a minute and we say ‘how are you? how are you getting on?’ and perhaps at the end we say ‘well, have a nice afternoon’ or, erm, ‘how’s your tennis?’ or whatever, then that’s- that’s really good and I think that we’ve established- but that’s taken a longer time to do than just the lessons that I have on my own.  But obviously that’s gonna happen anyway because of the nature of what I’m been doing, and I think that the reas- the way I’m marking them is a- a really good way, especially now I’ve got, er, a sheet of paper that has their- the way they use vocabulary and they u- use nuances, and the way that they- that’s clarified it for me and I think that that will clarify it for them too… and I can- I give them an assessment and that’s very, very useful for the students, I think.
T1
[Simul: Mm-hmm] Yes, and I think it is, in the beginning you said that you didn’t quite like that, you thought you- you- you were not a- well, you were not a qu- teacher, it was a bit of a problem but in fact we were asked by the inspection, er, to do that with the assistants so that they took the job seriously, and it’s very useful for us with the exams, and we used to do that as well last year and we had very good results with the baccalauréat, with this and that-

S1
[Simul: qualified - mm-hmm – yep – yeah - definitely – definitely - yeah - yeah] Well, because each time you are- I’m marking them and I get to- and then we can have a history of their marks, and then at the end you can- you can collate them up so yeah and it’s-

T1
[Simul: that’s right - mm-hmm] And it’s a very good training because for them it’s really, er, the condition… good condition to- to train.
S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah] Yeah and they- when they get the exam, yep, definitely.

T1
[Simul: mm-hmm - yes] Because you give them time as well, which we cannot do in the year.

S1
Yeah, yeah.

T1
OK <long pause>

S1
I’d also like to, erm, ask you about my timetable because I’m aware that it will be changed, erm, after Christmas and, erm, I’d like to know, erm, how it will be changed and who- who I will be working with, erm, and… yes if that’s ok. <nervous laugh>

T1
OK, so yes we have not completely finished preparing the timetable, but so far as I can already tell you that on Monday you will go on working with Madame Delaroc from, er, one o’clock to two o’clock in the afternoon, on Tuesdays, er, you will take my première ES, er, in the morning, for two hours from, er, eight o’clock to, er, ten o’clock, in the afternoon you can work with Madame Luce, her BTS, er, from four o’clock to, er,  five o’clock.  On Thursday you will have my seconde from eight o’clock to nine o’clock, then une classe de première from nine o’clock to ten o’clock, and then another seconde from ten o’clock to eleven, then you can still work with Madame Kirogard from four o’clock to five o’clock, and then on Friday you can still work with Madame Delaroc and her terminale from eleven to twelve o’clock, so we still have to find three more hours, maybe with the other teacher, Céline, so we have to contact her.
S1
OK that- that’s fine.  Erm, and, erm, wh- what would you like me to do in those- in those classes with you?

T1
With me, so I really, er, leave it up to you if you prefer to prepare some sessions, er, punctually I can ask you to do one or two things but, you know, you do as you wish as long as you can make them speak, that’s what I want as they are quite weak and they need really the talking, and they are numerous, it’s an enormous- in seconde I’ve got 36 students which is too much, I cannot hear all of them, so that would be a great help.

S1
[Simul: yep - OK - yeah] Well perhaps I could have ten, then.  Perhaps I could have a few more.

T1
[Simul: Oh they are] a bit- you know they are childish so maybe it would be better four or five, because they can be really tiring, and they are not very concentrated so-

S1
[Simul: OK - <laugh> - OK] Well when I-
T1
We’ll try five, if you see that it’s OK you can add more on.

S1
[Simul: you can add more] OK, erm, perhaps when I- if I prepare over Christmas some lessons, I can show them to you before, erm, we start with the terminale and then you can see whether that’s appropriate or not.

T1
[Simul: mm-hmm - mm-hmm - yes! - mm-hmm] Mm-hmm, very good, yes so we’ll do that.

S1
[Simul: OK] OK, erm, <short pause> yes, that- that’s fine.

T1
That’s fine.

S1
[Simul: OK] Thank you.  <nervous laugh>
