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S1
Erm hello erm yes I know who you are, obviously… erm… How long have you been er English teacher in this school?  

T1
Hello Frances, er I’ve been this school for 7 years I think, erm yes it must be se- must be my 8th year here

S1
[Simul: mmm – yeah] Are you happy here? <nervous laugh>

T1
I’m quite happy because we have nice kids and er I love the area and I like the school very much. So yes, it’s fine for me <tape player clicks>

S1 
[Simul: yeah] Erm OK so I’ve been here for just over a week erm and obviously I’ve been introduced to most of the teachers erm I’m just wondering what my relationship with you will be like. Will I be responsible to you er will erm for example if I have a problem, can I talk to you about it?

T1
Yes, of course. If you have er any… any problem, you you tell me and we try to find a solution if it’s with your papers or everything we can go and see a a secretary and if you have erm I don’t know, a problem of relationship with a teacher too, or with a student that you’re going to work with yes, we have to talk about it of course.

S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah - yeah] Yeah, OK, what about erm will I be- do you think I’ll be erm… er <nervous laugh> oh <?> Would you say that I’d erm be working with you more than the other English teachers? Er will I see you most? 

T1
Erm you’ll probably see me more than the other teachers but erm… well some of the teachers are working in another school too so so it won’t be very convenient to see them every day but at least you will see me every day <laughs> erm but erm then sometimes you’ll come in in my class, with the whole class,  and we can have er activities with you, and sometimes you will take on your group out of the class in another room and er I think with er young students, young pupils, you will work in the class with the teachers and er as we want you to work with erm many, many pupils, or as we want them to have the opportunity to be with you, you will erm probably have erm a different schedule a different timetable and er some week you will go with a class, and then another week you will go with another one and then the following one you go back to the first class, OK

S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah yeah timetable yeah – yeah – yeah – Oh OK] Erm what about I- when I present myself to the class, will I be alone or will there be a teacher with me?

T1
[Simul: yeah – oh] I think the first time you will see the pupils you’ll you will always have a teacher with you because er we need to introduce you first, and then you can talk with them or we can ask them to ask you questions and then once you are with them in little groups, you can go further, and make them ask you more questions and you can talk about yourself, your country to start with, and, so that will be a good introduction and-
S1
[Simul: yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah - yeah] What- what will I be expected to do as language assistant, here? 

T1
Well I think it will really depends on the classes and on the groups you have. You have some students who are going to take their exam at the end of the year and they just want to er be trained to be ready for their exam. So euh… with those ones, the olde students, you will have er… erm them really in small groups, maybe some one just one or two and you can work with them er according to what they want if they need to practise their accent for example you can help them with that, or if they need to understand er a reading comprehension you can help them with that. But then more usually with the seconde, you have a lot of groups of secondes, er you can really work on any type of activities. Sometimes it will have a link with what we are doing in class with them, for example we are going to start with er the first file on Internet and communication, then I can ask you to prepare some activities around that theme and er sometimes you can do something really different, maybe something more enjoyable, like songs and or you can also ask them what they expect, and what they would like to do with you, because they… they don’t have, they don’t often have the opportunity to be only 8 or 9 together, so when we have them in the whole class, the seconde, there are 30- well, my class for example, there are 34 they don’t have the opportunity to speak, so I think that speaking with them and making them speak is very important for the seconde at least, yes
S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah yeah, of course, yeah - yeah - yeah, is v- yeah – of course, yeah –yeah.] Will I be responsible, for example, for teaching a new grammatical rule, or a new topic introducing something the teacher hasn’t already done?

T1
Well, I think you’re not really here for introducing grammar or things like thi-  this, but maybe adding some information or er, yeah, I don’t know, cultural background, information, civilisation, for example, if you have any documents or if there is something in… in the press that has been covered a lot, which is important in your country or in France, and we can have er er well the English point of view, for example that would be interesting too.
S1
[Simul: yeah, I yeah - mm – mm, yeah – yeah – mm-hmm – yeah - yeah] Erm, you mentioned earlier about my timetable? Erm when will that be finalised? Have you any idea?

T1 
[Simul: mm-hmm] Erm… I think for the first two weeks you’re going to, just to go with the teachers in the classes yesin the classes. And then er after that we’ll try to have the first the the timetable set for the first week at least and it will probably change until we have all the groups settled and then after that it should be finalised. 
S1
[Simul: will it be next week? – yeah – just observe – yeah, yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah, OK] Erm, I’m just wondering about the other English teachers? Erm, as a whole, are they quite…

T1 
Oh, I would say most of them are favourable to er having er an assistant because they think it can be a great help. Of course you always have some teachers who are shy, or don’t feel comfortable if they have someone in their class but er maybe they are on their own with you they can discuss things which should be OK, or… or we have erm…  well that’s it.
S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah - yeah, yeah]  Erm so there are- are there any problems, or issues, or anything that you think I should know about beforehand?

T1
Well I was thinking about that, well we- we have erm some teachers particularly one teacher who has some er discipline problems in her class and maybe you might be worried at the beginning when you’re with the whole class and seeing how the- how they behave with the teacher, but er you will never have the whole, her whole class anyway er erm… Er you you will only take some groups, and well if you have any discipline problems or any other kind of problems erm, of course you have to tell me and a, we’ll have to settle the problems
S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah - yeah – yeah - yeah] Yeah <coughs> Erm <pause> so in the past, the relationship between the language assistant and the English teachers and the Headmaster and the school on the whole has been quite good and quite welcoming…?
T1
Yes, I think they have up to now yes, er… I think it also depends on the assistant er himself or herself er…. of course it’s not easy to arrive in a new country, with new people, to work in a new school, you’re on your own, you leave your family, your friends, so you need to make effort at the beginning and I think that if people feel that you make effort and that you meet people, and you, you want, you know, to integrate and- er I think immediately then it will lead to erm nice relationship with people and then you you feel comfortable and- I think we are lucky to be in er in an area where people are quite welcoming and talking to you…
S1
[Simul: yeah? - yeah - yeah, yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah - yeah, yeah - yeah, yeah, well I’ve ]noticed that.  <tape player clicks> OK, I think that’s it. Erm, well I’ll see you tomorrow.
T1
If you have any other questions, I know you’ve got them
S1
[Simul: yeah] I could just ask you later on in the weekor another time
T1
[Simul: yeah - don’t,] don’t hesitate, and I’m sure everything will be fine, and don’t worry. Yeah.
S1
[Simul: yeah - yeah] mm-hmm OK

T1
Welcome.

S1
Thank you <nervous laugh> erm yeah. Interview terminated.

