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Pragmatics and Intercultural Communication Project 

Frenchness
Summary of students comments about British preconceptions of French culture 

· Café culture: drink socially, not binge drinking.
· Sophisticated, chic.
· Moody, snobby.
· Regional diversity, North-South, Paris-provinces.
· International influences, in the sense that France has a lot of borders and is therefore very influenced by other European cultures.

· Politics: French perceived as more political, especially the young people.  Radical politics, standing up for what they believe in, strikes and protests.  Also quite right wing, Le Pen, Vichy and ‘middle France’.
· Food and wine very important.
· Passionate about their country, very patriotic. Pride in heritage.
· Protective of identity, tradition and language: the Académie Française, rejection of Americanisation/Anglicisation.
· Sense of identity, self assurance.
· Pro-European.
· Arts; film, books, painting, museums.
· Different humour.
· Secularism, though still a catholic country.

· Family very important, family meals.
· Freedom for women more restricted, patriarchal society.

· French people more emotional, expressive, stereotype of the French lover etc.
· Education system more rigid and disciplined, more rules.
· Fashion an issue, but there was dispute over how actually fashionable your average French person really is.

The volunteers also felt that the French probably saw the British as:

· Hooligans/uncouth.
· Queuing.
· Tea drinking.
· Bad weather all the time.
· Bad food.
· Stiff upper lip, reserved, stuffy, cold.

· Don’t say what they mean, sarcastic, ironic, indirect.

· Not outward looking or willing to learn about other (cultures and) languages.
· Parochial.
