
	Activity 3: 
Fine-tuning the reading and writing on your courses

· Think of a situation in your own class when students are required to do reading and/or writing. Make a note of it on the line marked ‘Activity’.  

· Complete the middle column of the chart in as much detail as possible. 

· For the first box, you will need to identify exactly what kinds of reading and/or writing students need to do for this activity.  For example, the activity itself may be ‘answering questions about a handout on building materials’, or ‘researching characteristics of crocodiles’ but you need to identify exactly what is involved in terms of reading and writing of different kinds to accomplish the task. 

· Continue to complete the middle column of the chart, examining the activity in terms of who, what, when, where, how and why. Each of these categories relates to the nine aspects of a literacy practice as outlined in the DVD and in the accompanying booklet. 
----------------------------

· Then work through the right-hand column, thinking about how you could improve certain aspects of the activity for your particular students. 

· To do this properly you would need to do some kind of research into your students’ everyday uses of reading and writing. But for now, based on what you do know, think about how changing different aspects of what you ask them to do could make the activity resonate more with the reading and writing they are experts in.  
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COURSE ACTIVITY:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________
	
	Give a description based on how you and your students have done this in the past.
	How could this be improved in the future?

	WHAT exactly is the activity?

Topic + Issues 
– what are they reading and writing about, and are there any associated ‘issues’?
Actions + Processes
- what action is the reading and writing part of, and what are the processes by which this is achieved?
	
	

	HOW do you expect the students to go about it?

Actions + Processes 
(as above)
Modes + Technologies
- what modes of communication are involved, and what technologies are used?

Styles, Designs + Conventions
- what do students need to know about appropriate style, design and conventions?
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	Give a description based on how you and your students have done this in the past.
	How could this be improved in the future?

	WHEN does it take place?

Flexibility + Constraints


- are there constraints associated with the timing of the activity?


	
	

	HOW LONG does it take?

Flexibility + Constraints

- are there constraints associated with how long the activity can take?


	
	

	WHERE is it done?

Flexibility + Constraints
- are there constraints associated with where it takes place?

	
	

	WHO is taking part?

Roles + Identities
- who is reading or writing, and in what role?

Interaction + Collaboration

- are participants working alone or together, with discussion or not?
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	Give a description based on how you have done this in the past.
	How could this be improved in the future?

	WHO is it FOR?

Audience
- is it clear who the activity is for? Are there multiple audiences?


	
	

	WHY do the students think they are doing it? 

Purpose(s)
- what do they see as the point of what they are doing, in the short term, or the longer term?

	
	

	WHY do you want the students to do it?

Purpose(s)
- what do you see as the point of what they are doing, in the short term, or the longer term?


	
	


