How the Pre-School Centre offers funded childcare

We provide a stretched funding model, which means:

· If eligible to funding your entitlement of 38 weeks of funded hours is spread across more weeks of the year (up to 50/51 weeks) dependent on the number of sessions attended
· This supports families needing year-round childcare
Our Core Offer – 15 hours funding 

The funding year runs from September to August. Your maximum claim is 570 hours

Session times
· Morning session: 8:45am – 1:00pm. Session is 4.25 hours and includes all food 
· Afternoon session: 1:15pm – 5:30pm. Session is 4.25 hours and includes all food 
What you can book using your funded hours 

· 2 sessions per week (8.5 hours) – available all year, no charge 
· 3 sessions per week (12.75 hours) - available for 44 weeks of the year 
· Sessions outside funded weeks are charged. Please note your invoices will therefore be higher outside of the funded weeks. 

Additional information

· Sessions over and above an attendance pattern of 3 per week are charged 
· Sessions outside of funded weeks are charged (see above)
· Breakfast sessions are not included in funding and are charged 
· “Full year” is approximately 50/51 weeks (excluding closures such as Christmas and bank holidays)






Our Core Offer – 30 hours funding 
The funding year runs from September to August. Your maximum claim is 1140 hours 

Session times -
· 8:45am – 5:30pm Full day Session is 8.75 hours and includes all food
· 8.45-1.00 Morning session or 1.15 -5.30 Afternoon session. Both sessions are 4.25 hours and include all food
What you can book using your funded hours

· Between 1 day - 2 sessions, and 2.5 days -5 sessions per week – available for full year, no charge
· 3 days per week – 6 sessions (26.25 hours - maximum funded attendance) available for 43 weeks of the year
Additional information

· Sessions over and above 3 days – 6 sessions per week are charged 
· Sessions outside funded weeks are charged. Please note your invoices will therefore be higher outside of the funded weeks. 

· Breakfast sessions are not included in funding and are charged 
· “Full year” is approximately 50 /51 weeks (excluding closures such as Christmas and bank holidays) 
Important information

· The Pre-School Centre’s funding year runs from September to August – a stretched year 
· Children can access a maximum of 10 funded hours per day 
· Funding can be split between up to 2 childcare providers 
· If you move your child mid-term, funding may not transfer until the next term 
· If your child starts part-way through the year, funding will be adjusted (pro-rated) 
· Regular attendance is a Local Authority requirement for funded sessions  
· Reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months, do this via your childcare account 
Frequently Asked Questions

How do I apply?

You can apply through Best start in life 
If successful, you will receive an 11-digit eligibility code

What should I do with my code?

Please provide your code to us as soon as possible so we can secure your funded place

Do I need to apply for all funding?
· No – universal 15 hours (age 3–4) is automatic 
· Yes – for 2-year funding and 30-hour working families funding 
Are all hours free?

Not always this will depend on the number of sessions booked. Charges may apply for:

· Additional sessions beyond your funded hours 
· Sessions outside of the funded weeks terms Please note your invoices will therefore be higher outside of the funded weeks. 
· Breakfast sessions are charged 
· There is a late collection penalty charge
Can I split funding between settings?

Yes, you can split your funding between up to 2 providers
Parents are responsible for advising each setting how they would like the hours divided 

What paperwork is required?

· A completed and signed Parental Agreement, which we will provide you with 
· Proof of your child’s date of birth (e.g. Birth certificate or passport) 
What happens if my circumstances change?

Your eligibility may change. If this happens:
· You may receive a grace period 
· After that, funding may stop if you are no longer eligible 
Need help?

If you are unsure what you may be entitled to or need help applying, please contact our team — we’re happy to help.

Email pscentre@lancaster.ac.uk
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