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https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NERC020922-
StrategicDeliveryPlan2022.pdf

https://www.ukri.org/about-us/strategy-plans-and-data/our-strategy-2022-to-2027/



Creating opportunities, 
improving outcomes 

Understanding the causes and effects of 
placebased disparities and finding 

empowering new solutions that promote 
prosperity and improve outcomes

Securing better health, 
ageing and wellbeing 

Advancing people’s health and promoting 
wellbeing to maintain prosperous, 

productive and resilient communities…

Building a secure and 
resilient world

Strengthening social and economic 
resilience, and enhancing national security 

across virtual and physical spaces, by 
improving awareness of risks and threats

Tackling infections 
Protecting and enhancing health, our food 
supply and our natural capital by building 
knowledge and capabilities to detect and 

disrupt the emergence and spread of 
human, animal and plant diseases…

Building a green future
Helping to improve the health of our 

environment and deliver net zero, 
securing prosperity across the whole of 

the UK. 

UKRI Thematic narratives



Spending Review 2021

NERC Core budget

22/23 £288m

23/24 £311m

24/25 £325m

https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-budget-allocation-confirmed/
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https://www.ukri.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/NERC-110822-
GrantsFellowshipsHandbook.pdf



Current funding opportunities – where to look

https://www.ukri.org
/opportunity/



Current funding opportunities



NERC Healthy Environment research

• Clean air

• Clean and stable supplies of 
water

• Clean seas and oceans

• Clean, well-structured, 
nutrient-rich soil

Tackling pollution and 
degradation

• Role of biodiversity in 
healthy functioning 
ecosystems

• Supporting landscapes and 
seascapes to be healthy

• Emergence, spill-over, and 
transmission of pests, 
pathogens and resistance

Ecosystems able to underpin 
healthy life

• Role of environment in 
upstream prevention of 
non-communicable and 
infectious diseases

• Climate change impacts on 
health

Protecting health

• Role of environmental 
quality in promoting mental 
health and wellbeing

• Health co-benefits of 
environmental 
sustainability

Promoting health

Bringing environmental science to bear within UKRI’s portfolio, to find solutions to protect and restore the 

environment and for humans to live sustainably.



Public dialogue

Healthy Environments, Diverse Perspectives

https://www.ukri.org/publications/healthy-environments-diverse-perspectives/



Role of environment in health benefits of 

connecting with nature
A network linking the Quality of Urban Environments with Nature 

Connectedness and Health

Connecting researchers, practitioners and policymakers across disciplines and sectors to mobilise 

urban ecosystems to support nature-connectedness and health, while delivering environmental 

benefits.



Phase 1

£1.5m to fund 12 pilot projects 

(commencing January 2022).

Phase 2 

£3m to fund 12 consortium-building 

projects (to begin 1st November 2022).

Phase 3

Estimated £20m to fund up to 10 

consortia (beginning November 2023 

for 3 years).

Funding opportunity led by AHRC



Funding opportunity led by AHRC - continued



Planetary Health
• NERC led a cross-sector workshop 

earlier this year to discuss what 

planetary health research themes 

should be tackled, the UK strengths 

and where we can add value. A report 

was published as a result of the 

workshop.

• Key recommendations include the 

development of a planetary health 

funding opportunity to advance 

approaches, innovation and 

methodologies.

• NERC now seeks to gain views from 

the wider community – survey open 

until 30th September 2022.

https://www.ukri.org/news/prioritising-future-research-
funding-on-planetary-health/

https://www.ukri.org/news/prioritising-future-research-funding-on-planetary-health/


Summary

• Promotion of an healthy environment is integral part of UKRI strategy and NERC 

delivery plan.

• NERC will continue to fund both curiosity-driven and strategic research.

• Funding opportunity led by AHRC “Mobilising Community Assets to Tackle Health 

Disparities”.

• Planetary Health represents an area of scoping (very early discussion, with no funding 

opportunities at present).

edoardo.fiordalisi@nerc.ukri.org

HealthyEnvironment@nerc.ukri.org
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