
Advertisement for casual researcher 

Project: DATA for SeaBOS owners 

The Pentland Centre for Sustainability in Business is seeking to recruit a casual researcher (PhD 

candidates or recently graduated PhD students) for approximately 120 hours work over 12 weeks, 

starting as soon as possible. Hours can be flexible and the work will be desk-based research but we 

would prefer a Lancaster based researcher. 

Overview of the project 

We are looking for a researcher to assist with data collection for a project that examines the 

ownership and selected characteristics of the cohort of companies who make up the Seafood 

Business for Ocean Stewardship cohort (see SeaBOS – Connecting science with industry leaders for 

biosphere stewardship for more information on the cohort). The project supervisors are collating 

data on these companies and a wider comparator set of 20 additional companies in the same sector 

in order understand how belonging to the cohort may affect elements of the finance/capital market 

landscape (these companies have been selected already). 

Data will be collected on: 

• The largest ten owners of each company

• Measures from the rating agency EIKON on each company, which provides ration on ESG

criteria

• Financial performance of companies as measured by: ROA, ROI, Excess market value, Beta,

revenue, net income, current ratio, gross margin, return to equity

• Measures of accounting quality using measures for earnings management, accruals basis

and tax management that are correlated with responsibility themes (these will be specified

by the project team)

• Data on selected benchmarks for each of these sets of data (where they exist)

Experience with collating data the kind of outlined above will be required. Familiarity with using 

RepRisk, Bloomberg. BoardEx and Thomson Reuters (EIKON) will be an advantage. The post holder 

will be required to summarise this data in a format that fits with the needs of the wider project. 

The hourly rate for current PhD students will be £16.43 an hour (including holiday pay), or £20.19 for 

recently graduated PhD students. There are approximately 150 hours per role, this may change if 

mutually agreed, and depending on the project budget. Timesheets will be completed and signed off 

at the end of each week. 

You will be employed in the Pentland Centre for Sustainability in Business, where you will have 

access to a desk and IT equipment, but you can also work remotely if that suits you better. You will 

be line-managed by Professor Jan Bebbington. This work will also be conducted in partnership with 

Prof. Bert Scholtens (based at the University of Groningen, The Netherlands) who will provide 

technical input for the project work. 

If you are interested in applying, please send Professor Jan Bebbington 

(j.bebbington1@lancaster.ac.uk) your CV and a covering email outlining your reasons for interest 

in the post, and indicating how many hours per week you would be available to work. 

Closing date for advert 4pm on Friday 3rd March. 
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