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QR Participatory Research Fund Application Form Preview
PLEASE NOTE – THIS WORD DOCUMENT IS BEING SHARED SO THAT YOU CAN VIEW THE QUESTIONS WITH YOUR PARTNERS. WE WILL NOT ACCEPT APPLICATIONS VIA THIS DOCUMENT OR VIA EMAIL, YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR APPICATION USING THE FORM WHICH WAS SHARED IN THE CALL.

Background
Lancaster University has received Quality-related Research (QR) funding that Research England has made available to institutions engaged in a range of research activity that supports participatory or co-produced research. 
Applications may be submitted for up to £20,000 that aim to strengthen research outcomes by involving the communities and users of research, better recognising their experience, needs and preferences, and giving greater agency to communities to implement findings.
Funding Streams
The fund will be split into two funding streams.
1. Pilot Project Awards - up to £5,000 
· For early-stage projects and new interventions. 
· Focus on sharing authority with partners and communities. 
· Partners should influence project direction and decision-making, with potential to carry the work forward, and this should be evidenced in application. 
· Demonstrate sustainability, for example the potential for scaling or further work, planning for after the project ends 
1. Follow-on Awards – up to £20,000
· Building directly on pilot projects, continuing a partnership with a community. 
· Community need must be clearly rooted in earlier work. 
· Strong emphasis on impact and a clear plan for the future. 
· Demonstrate potential or a pathway to impact and how that will be evaluated. 
What is Participatory Research?
Participatory or co-produced research strengthens research outcomes by involving the communities and users of research, better recognising their experience, needs and preferences, and giving greater agency to communities to put findings into practice. Edinburgh University defines Participatory Research as “including all practices in which non-professional researchers are actively involved at any stage of the research process”. You can find further information about how they classify participatory research here as well as links to additional resources. 
You can find some Lancaster University case studies as well as access resources via the Community Research Digital Toolkit website, currently in BETA version, which has been developed by Lancaster University researchers as part of the Wellcome Trust-funded Reimagining Research Practices project. 

Internal Selection Process
In order to allocate this funding, please complete ALL sections of this form by 9am on Friday 28th November 2025. 

A panel will score applications against the questions/criteria below (please see individual questions for associated score) and meet to review in the w/c 1st December with an aim to return to decisions by the end of the week. 


1. Lead Applicant Details:

	Name: 
	

	Post/Role:
	

	Department:
	

	Faculty:
	

	Email:
	



2. Across the project team, including yourself, please list:

	Early Career Researchers: 
Definitions vary across the sector, but for guidance, see https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/developing-people-and-skills/ahrc/early-career-researchers-career-and-skills-development/ and https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/types-of-funding-we-offer/new-investigator-award/eligibility/ 
	

	Mid-Career Researchers:
Definitions vary across the sector, but for guidance, see https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/developing-people-and-skills/ahrc/early-career-researchers-career-and-skills-development/ and https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/types-of-funding-we-offer/new-investigator-award/eligibility/ 
	

	Senior Researchers:
Definitions vary across the sector, but for guidance, see https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/developing-people-and-skills/ahrc/early-career-researchers-career-and-skills-development/ and https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/types-of-funding-we-offer/new-investigator-award/eligibility/ 
	

	Professional services staff involved:
	




3. Indicate which of the following Research England eligible activities best indicate(s) what your application relates to (select as many as appropriate) (score 2):

	Pilot project using innovative models and methodologies for participatory research
	

	Development of materials to support researchers interested in developing their skills in participatory research, and public engagement activities that are related to participatory and co-produced research.
	

	Case studies and evidence of the impact of co-produced research, and evaluations of the effectiveness of co-production from different institutions/disciplines.
	

	None of the above
	



4. Which funding stream are you applying for: Pilot Project / Follow-on

5. How much total money are you asking for? (we will ask for a breakdown later)

6. Title of the Project: 




















7. Please provide a summary of the project below, which is understandable to a lay audience. Please include:
 -What need does the project address? How was the need identified, by whom, and what problem, challenge or gap in knowledge does the project aim to address?
-Will you produce any outputs? What will these be?
-Key objectives and anticipated impact (max. 500 words) (score out of 5)






















8. Please summarise the participatory methods you will be using in your project (score out of 3)




















9. Please tell us about the partners and communities you will be working with. Who are they? How will you be working with them? Why will you be working with them? How will they be involved, at which stages of the project, and how will they have agency and decision-making power in the project? (score out of 5)




















10. Please tell us about your equity, access and inclusion considerations for the project. How will you ensure that you approach the project equitably, that you are inclusive in your approaches to working with your partners and communities? How have you worked equitably with your partners so far? (score out of 5) 





















11. Please tell us how you will evaluate your project. How will you know that your intended outcomes and impacts have been achieved? How do you plan on evaluating and evidencing these changes? If you need guidance on evaluating, you can refer to the Engagement Portal, Outputs, outcomes, impact section  (score out of 3)





















12. Sustainability and legacy. What do you plan to do with the outputs and outcomes of the project? How do you plan to scale the project, or what will you do next? What comes next for your partners?
 (score out of 3)






13. Budget, Activities and Timeline (score out of 5)
Please describe below the key activities to be undertaken, the length of time each activity will take and the expenditure associated with that activity, by means of a simple description or Gantt chart. Please note that:
· due to the requirements placed on the University by Research England, all funding allocated through this scheme MUST be spent by 30th June 2026. It is expected that the majority of the funding (with an exception of any associated roles) should be spent by the end of May. Please indicate realistic timings for expenditure breakdowns, for example, taking into account temporary staff recruitment or procurement processes. 
· the funds do not cover staff time (for individuals already employed at Lancaster with contract end dates on or before 31.07.26) but can be used for additional roles such as employing students and short-term Research Associates.  

A breakdown of headings is required i.e. staffing, consumables, travel and subsistence, equipment. This should be itemised where possible i.e. Research Assistant 1, £12,000; Equipment Item 2, £1,500.

Full Economic Costs are not applicable/eligible (i.e. estates and indirect costs, permanent staff time etc).

Types of eligible costs include: Research Assistant/Post-Doctoral Researcher time, travel, consumables, equipment, venue hire, external expertise, refreshments for communities, vouchers for community time, travel for communities. We cannot fund international travel costs for external partners or suppliers. We cannot fund international travel costs to conferences or networking events.

Costs and approvals do not need to go through the Lancaster Research Support Office, though you may find it helpful to seek assistance with generating accurate staff costs, if applicable. See lancaster.ac.uk/research/research-services/pre-award-development/costing-and-pricing/  
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