Policy Support Fund Open Call (October 2025)

This fund is quality-related research (QR) funding from UKRI and this open call is designed to support researchers in engaging with local, regional, national, and international policy and policymakers; helping to shape policy through evidence-based research.
Questions within the online form include explanatory notes. For any questions, please email Janine Bickerstaff, Research Policy Impact Manager policy@lancaster.ac.uk. We can provide support before the application is made. If you need money to travel to meet with or present to policymakers in the UK we also have a small travel fund. Contact policy@lancaster.ac.uk.
Please complete this form by 9am on Friday 28 November 2025. A panel will score applications against the questions/criteria below (please see individual questions for associated score) and meet to review in early December with an aim to allocate funding before the end of 2025. 
Applicant Details 
We welcome applications from all research and academic staff at Lancaster University across all departments and all career stages. The information provided in this section is for monitoring purposes only and will not be scored. 
1. Name of lead applicant
2. Lead Faculty(s) 
3. Lead Department(s)
4. Across the project team (including yourself), please state the number of Early Career Researchers. Definitions vary across the sector, but for guidance, see https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/developing-people-and-skills/ahrc/early-career-researchers-career-and-skills-development/ and https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/guidance-for-applicants/types-of-funding-we-offer/new-investigator-award/eligibility/
5. Please state the number of Mid-Career Researchers 
6. Please state the number of Senior Researchers 
7. Please state the number of Professional Services staff involved 
Partner Details   
8. Principal Partner organisation name. If more than one partner, please highlight the main partner and list the others.
About the project
9. What level would you say this work is currently at? This is for monitoring purposes only to ensure we are funding a range of activity.
10. Project Title
11. How much total money are you asking for? Minimum is £5,000 (small pots for travel and expenses may be available via policy@lancaster.ac.uk) and maximum is £20,000. We will ask for a cost breakdown later. (don't use the £ sign)
12. Summary of the project and key objectives.
Provide a summary which can be understood by a non-specialist reader.  Please keep this brief. 500 words max.
Briefly outline what you will do (high level, no detailed methodologies needed).
What are your main aims and objectives?
What impact do you hope this activity will have or assist with?
Will you produce any policy outputs? What will these be and who will they be aimed at?
We cannot fund research for academic journals only with no active plan to share to a policy audience.
Score out of 5
13. Please state the applicable local, national or international policy challenge that you are addressing with your project. E.g. is there a recognised area of research interest that has been identified by a government department https://ari.org.uk/. Does it address one of the main Government Missions: https://www.gov.uk/missions or a UN priority e.g. www.un.org/en/content/disabilitystrategy/ Is there a devolved government policy challenge you can align to? Contact policy@lancaster.ac.uk if unsure. (score out of 5)
14. Provide a breakdown of your budget with a rough activity timeline.
Please describe below the key activities to be undertaken, the timing of each activity and the expenditure associated with that activity.

Full Economic Costs are not applicable/eligible (estates and indirect costs, permanent staff time etc). Costs and approvals do not need to go through the Lancaster Research Support Office, though you may find it helpful to seek assistance with generating accurate staff costs, if applicable. See lancaster.ac.uk/research/research-services/pre-award-development/costing-and-pricing. Types of eligible costs include: Research Assistant/Post-Doctoral Researcher on ERS contract, travel, consumables, equipment, venue hire, external expertise. Please note that: 
· To make the most of the limited Fund, we will not fund international travel costs for external partners or suppliers. We are unlikely to fund international travel costs to conferences or networking events where you are not a main participant or speaker. 
· The funds do not cover staff time for individuals already employed at Lancaster with contract end dates on or before 31.07.26 (staff time buy-out) but can be used for additional roles such as short-term Research Associates or ERS contracted staff. Funds for roles can be spent right up until 31st July to account for them being paid monthly. All other spends must be processed before 30th June 2026.
· Our accounts processes do not allow for invoices being processed early for activity happening after 31 July 2026. Eg purchasing a conference place in May for a conference happening in September 2026.
(Score out of 5)

15. Have you taken part in any policy training in the last three years? Understanding the policy environment and how to tailor your research communications for a policy audience can improve the effectiveness of your project and potential impact. A commitment to take part in policy training will be followed up with an offer of internal training within the timescale of the project, or a link to another provider. You don't have to factor in the cost of training to your budget. This is not scored.
Yes/Not sure – commit to booking on/No  -commit to booking on
16. If you answered 'Yes' above, please say where you attended and/or who hosted it. We also keep a record of internal trainees that we can check if you are not sure.
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