RGCalc —abrief overview

(this document last revised, 29 January 1998)

Details of RGCalc are provided in Towse & Neil (in press)*. The following provides a quick overview
on the program.
The use of RGCalc can be broken down into a number of separate sections. These are

1) Specifying the response vocabulary, that is, defining the response alternatives
2) Specifying the responses that make up the randomly generated set
3) Performing the randomness analyses on the response set.

In order to begin, therefore, the user must first define the response aternatives. Asillustrated below,
use the File menu to open the response alternatives window.
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! Towse, JN., & Néil, D. (in press). Analyzing human random generation behavior: A review of
methods used and a computer program for describing performance. Behavior Research Methods,
Instruments and Computers.



From here, the response alternatives window is created, as shown below. Where the responses are
from a continuous number series, it may be easiest to specify them by using the “Numerical Series’
box. When the responses have been identified, click on the close icon at the top of the window.
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The responses themselves can now be entered. This can be done manually, by selecting cells and
entering the appropriate response values. Entering avalue and pressing the return key will place that
value in the response cell, and move the entry field onto the adjacent cell. If the response set has been
pre-stored as a delimited file, then it can be loaded into the response window from the “ Open Response
File ...” option from the File menu. When loading a response file, the type of fileisindicated in the
pull-down menu — by default, ‘txt’ suffix files are shown. Responses can aso be entered into a window
by using the “Cut”, “Copy”, and “Paste”’ options that are available from the “Edit” menu and also by
right-clicking on the mouse.

When at least one response has been entered, the set can be stored by using the “ Save Responses File
...” option from the File menu.



As can be seen below, other options are available, and these should be self-explanatory in nature.
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