Focus on Sociology
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“THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS SOCIETY"

In this context, it is not surprising that the
disaipline of sociology is thriving, especally
here at Lancaster where the longstanding
Department of Sociology continues to be one
of the leading centres for cutting-edge
sociological research and teaching in the UK.
Ranked in the top five nationally in the latest
Research Assessrment Exercise, Sociology at
Lancaster is home to an international and
distinguished tearn of scholars researching
and publishing in a wide variety of specialist
areas including social and cultural theory;
material culture and everyday life;
consumption and advertising; media,
communication and information; urban
experience and security; political economy;
research methods; sport, leisure and popular
culture. The Department plays host to a
number of dynamic specialist interdisciplinary
centres, pioneering work In areas such as:
biotechnologies, geromics and science
(Centre for Science Studies and the ESRC
funded Centre for Social Aspects of
Genomics); mobilities and migrations,
transport and mobile communications (Centre
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for Mobilities Research); gender and gender
inequalities, the body and sexuality (Centre
for Gender and Women's Studies); and the
environment and sustainability (Centre for the
Study of Environmental Change).

The Department has:seen an expansion in
undergraduate numbers over the last few
years and these students undertake an
increasingly wide-ranging portfolio of core
and specialist optional modules drawing
directly on the research expertise of staff.
Qutreach work with schools and colleges in
the region is recognised as an important part
of the Departmenit's wider mission. We act
as the hub for and host a popular annual
workshop for teachers of sociology in the
North West of England (many of them
Lancaster alumni); we run special ‘taster
days’ for current sociology ‘A" level students;
and, we put on a number of very successful
Departmental Open Days showcasing our
wark providing prospective students with an
opportunity to meet and take part in a
seminar with current undergraduates. We
know that our own students are the best
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possible advertisement for the Department’s
programmes.

One of the outstanding features of Sociology
at Lancaster is our large and international
postgraduate community. Hosting some 90
taught masters and doctoral research
students drawn from around the world, the
Department is a leading centre, not only for
innovative sociological research, but also for
fostering future generations of saciological
teachers, researchers and scholars. One of the
highlights of the year for the Department is
our postgraduate international Summer
Conference, a student organised event
bringing together research students from
many different countries to share ideas,
experiences and expertise. And to have

fun too!

If the societies of today are going to flourish
tormorraw, we are going to peed more, not
less, sociological insight, exchange and
understanding.

At undergraduate level, the Department of
Sociology invites applicants not only for its BA
(Hons) Sociology programme, but also for
joint degrees with Criminology, Film Studies,
Geography, History, Organisational Studies,
Philosophy and Religious Studies.

At postgraduate level, we run five main
taught programmes: MA Sociology; MA
Social Research; MA Science, Technology and
Nature; MA Gender and Women's Studies;
and, MA Feminist Cultural Thought and
Practice.

The Department always welcomes
expressions of interest from prospective
doctoral research students.

Teachers of sociology interested in our
outreach activities should contact Cath
Gorton on c.gorton@lancaster.ac.uk

Postgraduate students interested in our
Summer Conference should contact Professor
Elizabeth Shove on e.shove@lancaster.ac.uk

For further information on all our courses,
please see our website:
www.lancs.uk/fass/sociology
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